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IN THE UK VIA LISBON: MIGRATION-INDUCED MARITAL
CHALLENGES AMONG GOAN CATHOLICS LIVING IN LONDON

Dr. Reyna Sequeira, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology Government College of Arts Science
and Commerce Quepem Goa, 9822055871 Reynasequeiraqueen@gmail.com

Abstract: The migration of Goan Catholic couples to the United Kingdom is primarily driven by
economic opportunities, rooted in Goa’s historical ties to Portugal and access to European citizenship.
While migration offers financial advantages, it also exposes couples to Western individualism, where family
bonds are weaker and gender roles are less defined than in Goa’s patriarchal society. As they pursue
economic stability, they often struggle to balance their traditional Catholic commitments with secular
influences. This study explores how different visa statuses impact marital commitments. Findings reveal
that many Catholic marriages face significant challenges, with some breaking down irretrievably. A small
fraction of couples withstands these pressures. Overall, migration reshapes Goan marital life, causing

shifts in socio-economic dynamics with considerable effects on marriage stability and spiritual beliefs.
Keywords: Goans, Catholics, United Kingdom, Marriage, Lisbon

Introduction: The migration from Goa
underwent a significant transformation during
Portuguese occupation, influenced by socio-
economic pressures, religious persecution,
epidemics, and threats from neighbouring
kingdoms. The initial wave of migration,
occurring in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, was instigated by Dutch blockades
and prevailing insecurity. Subsequently, in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the
second phase of migration witnessed Goans
relocating to British India and Africa in pursuit
of railway construction opportunities, along
with contributing factors such as elevated
living costs and restricted educational
opportunities in Goa.

Post-colonial migration from the 1960s
onward was widespread, with Goans moving to the
Gulf, the West, Australia, and New Zealand for
economic advancement. The UK became a prime
destination as newly independent East and South
African countries introduced hostile policies
marginalising Goans. Many migrants carried their
wealth, culture, and Catholic heritage, which had

been deeply ingrained through Portuguese
colonisation.

Catholicism, a fundamental component of
Goan identity, has significantly influenced

migration patterns and social structures abroad. The
faith has fostered enduring cultural connections
between colonisers and the colonised, profoundly
impacting Goan society. Research indicates that
Goans residing in Canada maintain stronger
affiliations with Catholicism than with markers of
Indian culture. This article examines how Catholic

traditions shape Goan life and identity across
generations and geographical locations.

Research Focus: India has persistently served
as a significant source of migrants to the United
Kingdom, consistently ranking among the top four
countries (Sebastian & Meerabai, 2015). As of
2021, the Migration Observatory identified India as
the predominant country of birth among UK
migrants, with approximately fifty per cent
choosing to settle in London. Nevertheless, the
available data does not delineate regional
contributions, including those from Goa. Goans are
afforded the benefit of Portuguese nationality,
which provides access to the European Union;
however, India does not permit dual citizenship.
Before Brexit, this arrangement facilitated
migration to Europe and the United Kingdom.

Between 2016 and 2020, the uncertainty
surrounding Brexit prompted a significant increase
in migration from Goa under Portugal's National
Act. Numerous couples entered marriage hastily to
meet the qualifications for migration, frequently
experiencing external pressure that resulted in
challenges regarding their marital commitments.

This study examines how visa statuses
influenced Goan Catholic couples who migrated to
London (2016-2019) and affected their marital
vows. It also explores whether migration to the
UK’s secular society strengthens or undermines
these commitments, focusing on couples with
differing passport statuses—one holding Indian
citizenship and the other EU citizenship via
Portugal—and whether this disparity disrupts
sacramental marriage.

Literature Review:

Migration from Goa: Goan migration has
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been widely documented, covering various themes
from precolonial times to the diaspora's encounters
abroad. Researchers have explored migration’s
socio-economic and political effects (T. De Souza,
2013; T. R. De Souza, 2007; Festino et al., 2018).
However, there is little systematic research on how
Goans struggle to settle in foreign lands
(Rothermund, 2015). Mascarenhas (2018a) lists
several works on the Konkani diaspora, with
Frenz's (2014b) Community, Memory, and
Migration in a Globalising World often cited as a
pioneering study.

Catholicism in Goa: Catholicism is a defining
characteristic in migration literature. GMS (2008)
notes that Goan Catholics adapted easily to new
environments due to high mobility, while Hindu
migration remained limited. Mascarenhas-Keyes
(2010) describes Goan society as a construct of
Portuguese colonialism, with profound Christian
influences. Catholicism shaped migration patterns
and Goan identity, despite the post-colonial
resurgence of Hinduism (Henn, 2005). Though
Portuguese colonisation severed Sanskritic cultural
ties (J. Fernandes, 2013), Catholicism remains
integral to Goan life (J. K. Fernandes, 2015).

Recent events challenge assumptions about
Goan Catholic commitment abroad, particularly
concerning marriage. In 2021, activists highlighted
cases of abandoned women who were exploited by
their spouses overseas. The Indian government
issued guidance booklets (Government of India,
2019a, 2019b; Jain, 2021), but for Goans, these
challenges extend beyond civil issues—they touch
upon their deep-rooted Catholic heritage.
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Figure 1 A Map of India showing the position of
Goa and its capital city

Marriage in Catholicism: The Catholic
understanding of marriage is legally defined in Title
VII of the Code of Canon Law, which regulates
matrimony as a Sacrament. This codification has
remained unchanged through Church Councils and
Papal Encyclicals. The Roman Catholic Church
views marriage as having two ends: finis operis
(procreation, intrinsic to marriage) and finis
operantis (mutual love, fidelity, and support willed
by spouses). Pope Pius XI (1930), in Casti
Connubii, affirmed that secondary ends—mutual
aid, love, and temperance—must be subordinated to
the primary purpose.

The Council of Florence (1439) identified
three goods of marriage: raising children in
worship, fidelity, and indissolubility, symbolizing
Christ’s union with the Church. Marriage, a
sacrament, was codified in 1917 and upheld in the
1983 Code of Canon Law. The Portuguese Civil
Code defines marriage as a perpetual union,
allowing divorce only in civil marriages, not
Catholic ones.

Marriage in the Portuguese Civil Code
(1867) and the Goan Civil Code (1870): The
Portuguese implemented the Codigo Civil
Portugués in 1867, adapting it as the Goan Civil
Code (GCC) in 1870. This marked a significant
shift in Goa’s legal framework, distinguishing it
from the rest of India. In 1910/11, family laws
concerning marriage, child protection, and divorce
were introduced. Unlike other states governed by
religion-specific laws, Goa remains India’s only
state with an enforced Uniform Civil Code (UCC).
Despite Article 44 of the Indian Constitution
advocating a nationwide UCC, religious diversity
complicates its implementation.

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) grants
spouses joint ownership of assets acquired before
and during the marriage, meaning that, in the case
of a divorce, each spouse is entitled to an equal
share unless an antenuptial agreement stipulates
otherwise. Despite the provisions of Section 494 of
the Indian Penal Code, which criminalises bigamy,
this practice remains common among Hindus,
Muslims, and Catholics in Goa. Additionally,
polygamy is legally permitted for Hindus under
specific conditions, although no direct link can be
established between this legal provision and the
occurrence of bigamy.

Goans and the Overseas Citizenship of
India (OCI): India does not permit dual citizenship
but classifies Indians abroad as Non-Resident
Indians (NRI), Persons of Indian Origin (PIO), and
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Overseas Citizens of India (OCI). NRIs possess
Indian passports and reside outside India for at
least 183 days in a financial year. PIOs are foreign
nationals of Indian descent previously granted visa-
free entry for 15 years, however, the PIO scheme
ended in 2021, leaving only the OCI status.

OCI holders are foreign citizens of Indian
origin who are permitted to reside and work in India
indefinitely, albeit without full citizenship rights.
Goans benefit from Portugal’s nationality
provisions, enabling those with ancestry in
Portuguese India before 1961 to obtain Portuguese
citizenship. The 1974 India-Portugal Treaty
recognised India’s sovereignty over Goa, making
Goans Indian citizens. However, since India does
not permit dual nationality, Goans holding
Portuguese passports can only retain OCI status,
which limits their rights compared to full Indian
citizens.

Dual Citizenships and Different Passport
Statuses (DPS): Portugal allows dual citizenship,
but India does not. Goans can obtain Portuguese
passports with specific documents based on birth
year—proof of birth for those born before 18
December 1961 and residency certificates for later
applicants. Different Passport Status (DPS) refers to
Goan Catholic couples holding Indian and
Portuguese (EU) passports, affecting UK job access
and social benefits.

Settling in the UK disrupts traditional marital
roles, replacing Goa’s patriarchal structure with
individualism. Many newcomers initially seek
church support but later embrace newfound
freedoms. Western norms empower women,
shifting marital dynamics. Domestic violence
allegations can lead to police intervention, unlike in
Goa. Religious commitment is optional in a secular
UK society, prompting couples to reassess their
vows and identities.

Portuguese Nationality Act (PNA): The
Portuguese Nationality Law (PNA) delineates the
requirements for obtaining Portuguese citizenship.
The version enacted in 2006 permits nationality
through various avenues, including origin,
naturalisation, and marriage. Individuals born to
Portuguese parents or those who have rendered
service to the Portuguese State are deemed eligible.
Children of Portuguese citizens born abroad may
assert their right to nationality, provided they are
registered in Portugal’s civil registry. Foreign-born
individuals possessing at least one parent born in
Portugal may acquire a state passport. Additionally,
people of Goan descent with ancestral ties to

Portuguese India before 1961 could obtain
citizenship. An amendment introduced in 2020
established new eligibility criteria, encompassing
spouses who have been married to Portuguese
citizens for six years.

Marriage Laws of England: The Matrimonial
Causes Act 1973 (MCA) governs divorce in
England and Wales, requiring proof of irretrievable
breakdown. The Family Law Act 1996 introduced
“no-fault divorce,” but its provisions were deemed
unworkable. In 2020, the Divorce, Dissolution and
Separation Act removed fault-based divorce
concepts, allowing couples to separate without
assigning blame. It came into effect in April 2022.
Marriage in England and Wales is legally
recognised for both opposite-sex and same-sex
couples. The Civil Partnership Act of 2004 granted
same-sex couples equal rights, which was
subsequently followed by the Marriage (Same-Sex
Couples) Act of 2013, culminating in the first same-
sex marriage that occurred in 2014.

Limitation of Study: This study investigates
Goan Catholic couples who are legally married in
the Roman Catholic Church in Goa. It specifically
excludes mixed marriages, as the Indissolubility
Clause is applicable solely to Catholic unions. The
respondents encompass couples who have migrated
to the United Kingdom, as well as spouses residing
in Goa.

Methodology: This research utilises a
convergent parallel design that integrates
qualitative and quantitative methods. Data were
gathered through structured questionnaires and oral
interviews. Primary sources included responses
from Goan Catholic couples in London, while
secondary sources were obtained from libraries
such as The British Library, SOAS, and church
archives. Surveys yielded more data than interviews
due to difficulties in securing commitments. They
were distributed at places of worship, workplaces,
and public gatherings, including Heathrow
Airport’s free travel zone. Of 900 surveys, 555 were
completed by Catholic couples married in Goa.
Incomplete or non-relevant submissions were
excluded. Some respondents declined to participate,
citing concerns about the benefits of involvement.

Profile of the Respondents: The research was
conducted with a population of 555 Goan Catholic
couples aged between 18 and 75 who were united
in matrimony in Goa following Roman Catholic
customs. Participants originated from ten regions in
London that are characterised by substantial Goan
communities. FEighty-seven per cent of the
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respondents were between the ages of 26 and 55,
and 55.7% had previously cohabited in Goa prior to
their migration. A considerable number of husbands
held Portuguese nationality, received higher
salaries, and exhibited a tendency to work longer
hours than their wives.

Data Analysis: Data analysis transforms raw
data into meaningful insights using qualitative and
quantitative methods. This research applies
explanatory analysis to investigate relationships
between variables, examining how migration
impacts Goan Catholic marital vows. While not
adhering to a strict framework, responses assist in
assessing whether secular UK society strengthens
or undermines these commitments. The study
focuses on Goan couples cohabiting in the UK,
analysing socio-economic factors that influence
marriage stability beyond separation and divorce
rates. A detailed discussion of the methodology is
available in Taherdoost (2020).

Dominant Population: The migration of
Goan Catholic couples to the UK has surged over
the past five years, primarily due to the review of
the Portuguese Nationality Act and uncertainties
surrounding Brexit. Younger couples, motivated by
economic aspirations, predominantly drive this
migration. Data suggests that couples who have
been married longer are less likely to migrate.

Passport Status: Portuguese passports are
more commonly held among younger Goans, with
a greater prevalence among men than women.
Numerous women migrate under dependent visas,
whereas children generally travel on Indian
passports unless their father possesses Portuguese
nationality. Within the surveyed couples, 487
husbands and 312 wives were Portuguese nationals.
Both genders experience high employment rates;
however, men are more frequently employed and
receive higher wages. Respondents noted that
although migration contributes to financial
stability, it adversely affects the time spent together,

influencing family dynamics in the United
Kingdom.
Income: In the UK, Goan men benefit

financially from EU citizenship, enhanced job
prospects, and higher wages. Brexit provided no
additional advantages for Indian citizens, leaving
many Goan women dependent on visas. Men
typically migrate first, securing stable employment,
while women work part-time due to household
responsibilities. Husbands wield greater economic
power, while wives preserve stronger connections
to Goa. Marital strain arises from financial

challenges, extended family dynamics, and
childcare duties, with economic pressures either
alleviating or resulting in crises.

Family Life: Approximately 60% of
respondents indicated experiencing challenges in their
family's spiritual life following their migration to the
United Kingdom, primarily attributed to decreased
church participation because of work commitments.
Families face difficulties in attending services
collectively, adversely affecting their children's moral
upbringing. Financial constraints and work-related
pressures significantly restrict family time, with rest
predominantly occurring during weekends. Numerous
couples encounter sleep deprivation due to irregular
work shifts. Women, typically of childbearing age,
tend to work fewer hours, primarily part-time,
whereas men are more likely to work full-time. New
immigrants typically undergo foundational training
for construction, catering, and other physically
demanding occupations.

Marital Faithfulness: Marital fidelity
continues to present a significant challenge for
Goan couples living in both Goa and the United
Kingdom. The incidence of infidelity has surged,
attributed to factors such as increased tourism and
prolonged working hours abroad. Over seventy per
cent of respondents acknowledge that the
underlying causes of infidelity differ across these
locations. It has been noted that some husbands
cohabit with new partners while awaiting the return
of their wives. Additionally, colder climates and
extended business trips contribute to the occurrence
of infidelity. Middle-aged women often cite
financial status as a relevant factor, with certain
men embracing a nouveau riche lifestyle that
facilitates social mobility and heightens temptation.
This situation frequently culminates in extramarital
affairs and the birth of children outside of wedlock.

Conclusion: Goan Catholic couples who
migrate to the United Kingdom frequently
encounter unforeseen challenges that undermine
their marital commitments. Although economic
advancement remains the primary motivation for
their relocation, cultural shocks often disrupt the
stability of their relationships. The liberated society
of the United Kingdom starkly contrasts with the
patriarchal traditions of Goa, which provide women
with enhanced opportunities but simultaneously
engender tensions within marriages. Some
individuals struggle to adapt to the evolving power
dynamics, potentially resulting in emotional or
physical conflicts. Economic pressures, cultural
disparities, and diminished family time further
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complicate their matrimonial vows. Over an

extended duration, many individuals begin to align

with societal expectations, gradually relaxing their
adherence to traditional Catholic teachings
regarding marriage.
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GAAM VANKAR SAMAJ IN VADODARA, GUJARAT
Prof. (Dr.) Manubhai Hirabhai Makwana, 45, Aditya Bungalows, Chhani Jakatnaka Road, Vadodara24

Introduction: The social fabric of India has
been historically structured around a rigid caste
system, which has shaped the social, economic, and
cultural dynamics of the country for centuries. This
system, with its hierarchical divisions, has
profoundly influenced the lives and livelihoods of
millions of people across India. Among the various
castes, the Shudra VVarna—traditionally associated
with manual labor and artisanal crafts—has been a
defining feature of rural economies and everyday
life. Within this Varna, the Vankars, or weavers,
occupied a particularly important position. These
artisans were responsible for producing textiles,
which were not only critical for daily use but also
held a significant cultural and religious importance.
In this context, the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj, a
distinct subgroup of the Vankar community,
represents a fascinating narrative of migration,
adaptation, and socio-economic transformation.

The 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj, as the name
suggests, originates from a network of 86 villages
spread across the Charotar region of Gujarat, an
area known for its rich agricultural land and vibrant
local economies. These villages were primarily
inhabited by members of the Vankar community,
who were engaged in the traditional craft of
handloom weaving. The Vankars were not merely
artisans, but they were also integral to the social
structure of their villages. The handloom industry
provided not only a livelihood but also a sense of
identity and purpose for the community. Weaving
was often passed down through generations,
making it a deeply entrenched tradition. The textiles
produced by the Vankars were used for a wide range
of purposes, from everyday clothing to ceremonial
garments for religious and cultural rituals. The fine
craftsmanship and intricate  designs  that
characterized Vankar products were highly
regarded, both locally and in regional markets.
However, the advent of industrialization in the late
19th and early 20th centuries led to significant
disruptions in traditional industries across India,
including handloom weaving. With the rise of
factory-based textile production, the demand for
handwoven fabrics declined, and traditional
artisans, including the VVankars, were left grappling
with the socio-economic consequences of
industrialization. The mechanization of textile

production posed a direct threat to the livelihoods
of handloom weavers, as the scale and speed of
factory production far outstripped the capacity of
manual looms. Additionally, the economic shifts
brought on by industrialization resulted in the
movement of people from rural areas to urban
centers in search of better opportunities. In this
context, the migration of the 86-Gaam Vankar
Samaj from its rural roots in the Charotar region to
urban centers such as Vadodara marks a significant
turning point in the community’s history. Vadodara,
with its growing industrial base and expanding
urban infrastructure, became an attractive
destination for many rural communities, including
the Vankars. This migration was not merely a
response to economic hardship but also a complex
process influenced by social, cultural, and
educational factors. As the Vankars began to settle
in Vadodara, they encountered new social dynamics
and economic  opportunities that  would
significantly alter their traditional way of life. The
migration of the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj represents
more than just a movement from rural to urban
settings; it also signals a profound transformation in
the community’s socio-cultural identity. Traditional
practices, such as the caste-based occupation of
weaving, became less central to the community’s
identity as urban life provided new avenues for
employment and social mobility. As the community
members integrated into the urban economy, many
began to take up occupations in sectors such as
trade, small-scale manufacturing, and even the
service industry. This shift allowed for a
diversification of skills and sources of income,
which, in turn, led to an increased sense of
economic independence and social mobility.

One of the most significant aspects of the
Vankar Samaj’s migration to Vadodara was the
emphasis on education. In the rural setting,
education was often limited, with many children
following in their parents' footsteps and continuing
the family trade. However, in the urban
environment of Vadodara, the Vankar community
realized the importance of formal education as a
means of achieving social and economic
advancement. Over time, members of the
community began to prioritize education for their
children, with a growing emphasis on academic
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achievement as a tool for social mobility. This shift
had far-reaching implications, not only for the
community’s economic opportunities but also for
its social standing and cultural perceptions within
the larger urban society. While the community’s
migration to Vadodara and their subsequent socio-
economic mobility is marked by positive
transformation, it has not been without its
challenges. Despite their successful integration into
urban society, the Vankars continued to face caste-
based discrimination and prejudice. The social
stigma associated with their lower-caste status often
hampered their efforts to fully assimilate into
mainstream urban life. This is especially true in a
society that remains deeply rooted in caste
hierarchies, despite legal efforts to eradicate caste-
based discrimination. As a result, the Vankar Samaj
found itself navigating a delicate balance between
preserving its traditional values and practices, while
simultaneously adapting to the pressures of modern
urban life.

The history of the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj's
migration from Charotar to Vadodara reflects a
broader socio-economic and cultural shift that many
marginalized communities in India have undergone
in response to industrialization and urbanization.
This story is one of resilience, adaptability, and
continuous negotiation between tradition and
modernity. The Vankars' journey also underscores
the complex role of caste in shaping social
identities, and the ongoing struggles for equality
and recognition within India’s evolving social
landscape. In addition to examining the
community’s migration and socio-economic
transformation, this article also aims to highlight the
role of oral histories and community archives in
understanding the lived experiences of the Vankar

Samaj. Oral histories, passed down through
generations, offer a unique insight into the
community's  experiences,  challenges, and

triumphs. These stories provide a rich and nuanced
understanding of how the Vankars have navigated
the complexities of caste, migration, and modernity.
By drawing on these historical and cultural records,
this study hopes to provide a more comprehensive
account of the Vankar Samaj’s evolution and its
contributions to the broader socio-economic
development of Gujarat. Finally, the story of the 86-
Gaam Vankar Samaj is not just the story of one
community’s migration and transformation, but a
broader narrative of resilience, adaptation, and
social change. From its origins as a traditional
weaving community in the Charotar region to its

present-day urban presence in Vadodara, the
Vankar Samaj exemplifies the challenges and
opportunities faced by marginalized communities
in a rapidly changing world. As the community
continues to evolve, it serves as a testament to the
strength of cultural identity, the importance of
social mobility, and the ongoing struggle for
recognition and equality in modern India.

2. Historical Background and Traditional
Weaving

2.1 Origins and Mythical Lineage: The 86-
Gaam Vankar Samaj's identity is deeply intertwined
with the revered figure of Maharshi Gritsamada, a
figure of profound significance in both the
community's historical consciousness and the
broader tapestry of Indian cultural heritage.
Gritsamada, whose contributions are recorded in
the second mandala of the Rigveda, is regarded not
only as a sage but also as the mythical progenitor of
the Vankar’s craft of weaving. According to the
community's  oral  tradition,  Gritsamada's
contributions extend beyond spiritual
enlightenment, with his pioneering efforts in
weaving and textile production marking a critical
point in the evolution of the craft. Legend has it that
Gritsamada is credited with planting the first cotton
plant in India, thus laying the foundation for the
subsequent development of weaving as both an art
form and a functional necessity. The story of his
discovery is celebrated in the community's folklore,
with the belief that Gritsamada introduced the art of
spinning and weaving to his disciples in his ashram.
This act, regarded as a divine gift to humanity,
placed the community at the forefront of textile
production, fostering a unique connection between
the Vankars and the craft of weaving. The spiritual
and cultural reverence for Maharshi Gritsamada is
reflected not only in the community's collective
memory but also in the technical and intellectual
aspects of weaving itself. The community holds that
their craft is divinely inspired, and their knowledge
system  surrounding  weaving is  highly
sophisticated. This knowledge is evidenced in the
unique and  precise  measurements  and
terminologies used in the Vankar weaving system.
For instance, the unit of measurement known as the
"jog" signifies the number of threads required to
create a single fabric, where two threads are
considered equivalent to one jog. Similarly, 40
"choks" make up one "visi," and 120 "visi"
constitute one "poonj," forming a complex system
that governs the creation of textiles. These
specialized terms reflect not only the community's
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practical expertise but also a deep intellectual
engagement with the craft. They demonstrate an
understanding of symmetry, proportion, and the
technical intricacies involved in the weaving
process, underscoring the Vankar artisans' technical
prowess. The knowledge of these systems, passed
down through generations, highlights the enduring
importance of Gritsamada's teachings and the
intellectual heritage that the Vankar community
maintains. The community continues to revere this
lineage, considering it a sacred bond between their
craftsmanship and their cultural identity. This
shared mythological foundation shapes the
community's perception of weaving as not just a
craft or livelihood but a spiritual practice, entwined
with their sense of belonging and purpose in society.

2.2 Traditional Practices and Tools:The craft
of weaving, as practiced by the Vankars, has always
been more than just a means of livelihood. It holds
profound religious, cultural, and social significance
that transcends the boundaries of mere economic
activity. Weaving, in the Vankar tradition, was
considered a sacred art—a practice that linked the
individual artisan to the divine. Ancient texts and
ritual practices from Hinduism, such as the Vedas,
accorded weaving with a sacred status, viewing the
act of creation as an offering to the gods. As such,
the weaving process itself was viewed as a form of
prayer, with each thread spun and woven
representing a step in the artist's spiritual journey.
The tools used in traditional Vankar weaving were
integral to this sacred and technical process. One of
the most essential tools was the charakha, or
spinning wheel, a device used for spinning cotton or
silk threads. The charakha is symbolic not only as a
practical tool for textile production but also as an
object of spiritual significance. It is believed that
spinning on the charakha connects the weaver to the
divine and that the repetitive motion of the wheel
aligns with the cycles of the cosmos. The charakha
was not just a tool for the production of material
goods but was imbued with a deep philosophical
and spiritual meaning, embodying the principles of
order, balance, and unity.

Another crucial tool in the Vankar weaving
tradition was the haathshaala, or handloom, which
is central to the process of weaving the threads into
fabric. The haathshaala was meticulously designed,
with each part of the loom playing a specific role in
the intricate process of weaving. It allowed for the
creation of textiles that were not only functional but
aesthetically beautiful. The loom itself required
significant skill and knowledge to operate, with the

weaver needing to master various techniques and
methods of combining threads to produce different
types of fabrics. In addition to these primary tools,
the Vankars also used a wide variety of other
instruments in their weaving process. Some of the
most notable tools included the giloli, a wooden
tool used for setting the threads on the loom, the
kanthlo, used for measuring and adjusting thread
tension, and the phani, a tool used for patterning the
textile. Each of these tools had a specific role in the
creation of high-quality fabrics, which were often
used in both everyday life and ceremonial
occasions. The Vankar community’s reputation for
excellence in weaving led them to be known by
several other names, including Ambarkar,
Vishvabhar, and Tantuvak, each of which reflects
different aspects of their craft and social standing.
The name Ambarkar derives from the word
"ambar," meaning cloth or garment, highlighting
the community’s role in textile production. The
term Vishvabhar signifies the community’s
widespread reputation and influence in the region,
as they were recognized not only within their own
villages but across a broader geographical area for
their expertise in weaving. The term Tantuvak
denotes the community's technical proficiency, as it
refers to the act of weaving itself and underscores
the artisan's skill in creating finely crafted textiles.
The Vankars' mastery of weaving was reflected not
only in the quality of their products but also in the
diverse range of textiles they produced. These
included everyday fabrics such as cotton sarees, as
well as ceremonial garments used in weddings,
religious festivals, and other social events. The
fabrics created by the Vankars were often woven
with intricate patterns, each telling its own story
through design. The designs themselves were
sometimes symbolic, representing the community's
cultural and religious values. This ability to weave
stories and spiritual significance into their textiles
elevated the status of the Vankar community, both
within their own villages and in the broader socio-
economic fabric of Gujarat. The production of
textiles also had utilitarian importance in the
community. Weaving provided a means of
economic stability for the Vankars, as they could
sell their goods both locally and in distant markets.
In rural areas, the sale of handwoven fabrics
supported not just individual artisans but entire
families and communities. The textile trade created
a network of social and economic connections that
were vital for the survival and growth of the Vankar
Samaj. In sum, the traditional practices and tools of
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the Vankar Samaj reflect a rich and complex
weaving heritage that combines spiritual,
intellectual, and technical elements. The deep
reverence for the mythological figure of Maharshi
Gritsamada and the highly specialized knowledge
systems embedded in their craft highlight the
intellectual sophistication of the Vankar artisans.
Their tools, from the charakha to the haathshaala,
were not only instruments of production but also
sacred objects that connected the weaver to the
divine, making the act of weaving a holistic, deeply
meaningful practice. Through these tools and
practices, the Vankars maintained their cultural
identity and contributed to the socio-economic
landscape of Gujarat. Their mastery of weaving is
not only a testament to their technical skill but also
to the enduring cultural significance of their craft.

3. Impact of Caste and Social Stigma

3.1 The Paradox of Purity and Impurity:
Despite the revered status of weaving as a sacred
and revered craft, the Vankars’ position within the
broader social hierarchy was paradoxical, shaped
by the contradictions of the caste system. The
Vankar community, like many other artisanal
groups in India, found itself caught in a complex
web of social stratification that undermined their
otherwise indispensable role in society. While the
craft of weaving was considered sacred, with
religious and cultural significance, certain practices
associated with the trade placed the Vankars in a
paradoxical position in terms of caste purity and
impurity. One of the central tenets of the caste
system was the concept of purity and pollution,
which determined the social standing and
interactions between different castes. In this system,
certain tasks and practices were deemed to be
impure because they were associated with
substances that were considered “polluting.” For
the Vankars, this impurity was often linked to the
use of materials in the weaving process. For
example, in some cases, fermented starch, which
was used to stiffen threads, or animal fat, used in the
finishing processes of cloth, were viewed as
unclean substances. These associations with
materials that were considered impure led to the
Vankars being marginalized within the caste
system, despite their invaluable contribution to
society. The caste system not only defined the
nature of their work but also the very worth of their
labor. In the eyes of the orthodox caste hierarchy,
the fact that the Vankars engaged in the production
of textiles, which involved working with substances
deemed polluting, relegated them to a lower social

status. This classification was paradoxical because
while their craft was necessary and valued, the
methods and materials they used were viewed as
tainted. Consequently, despite their indispensable
role in producing the fabrics that formed the very
foundation of local economies, the Vankars were
subjected to caste-based discrimination. The most
severe impact of this social stigma was the
categorization of the Vankars as “untouchables” in
certain regions. This label, while not universally
applied across India, was nonetheless an enduring
and painful mark of social exclusion. In Gujarat,
where the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj originated, the
community was officially recognized as a
Scheduled Caste (SC), a legal classification that
aimed to provide affirmative action and protective
measures for historically marginalized
communities. However, this designation was not
consistent across all regions of India. In other parts
of the country, particularly in northern and central
India, Vankars were sometimes placed under the
category of Other Backward Classes (OBC), a
status that, while offering some benefits, did not
afford the same level of legal protection or
recognition as the SC category. This variability in
classification further exacerbated the community’s
struggle with caste-based discrimination, as it led to
inconsistent access to opportunities and resources.
The designation of the Vankars as a Scheduled
Caste, however, did not erase the social stigma they
faced. Even within Gujarat, where the legal
framework provided some protection, the Vankars
continued to  experience exclusion and
marginalization in many social contexts. The
paradox of their position—revered for their craft
but devalued due to their caste—remained a
constant source of tension and struggle for the
community.

3.2 Economic Functions and Social Mobility:
The Vankars, despite the caste-based stigma they
faced, played a crucial economic role in the
traditional agrarian economy. Their involvement in
weaving textiles not only provided them with a
livelihood but also played a pivotal role in local
economies. In rural settings, particularly in the
Charotar region, Vankars were often compensated
through a share of the harvest rather than receiving
fixed wages. This compensation system was deeply
embedded in the agrarian economy, where many
artisans and laborers were paid in kind, either with
food or goods, depending on the agricultural output
of the landowner. This form of compensation was
not only a reflection of the caste-based nature of
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labor but also an acknowledgment of the Vankars'
indispensable role in the local economy. The woven
fabrics they produced were essential for both
practical and ceremonial purposes, and their skill
was in high demand.

With the transition to a more monetary-based
economy during the colonial and post-
independence periods, however, the Vankars began
to experience a gradual shift in their economic
standing. The introduction of cash wages and
standardized pricing for labor brought some
economic advantages to the Vankars, as they were
no longer dependent solely on the agricultural
cycles of harvest but could also receive a steady
income for their work. However, this shift also
came with its own set of challenges. The
standardization of wages highlighted the disparities
between the wages paid to the Vankars and those
paid to higher-caste workers, thus reinforcing the
economic inequalities that existed due to caste. In
terms of economic functions, the Vankars were also
involved in the trade of their products, establishing
networks with higher-caste merchants and other
artisan communities. These networks helped the
Vankars secure access to larger markets, both local
and regional, where they could sell their handwoven
textiles. The ability to engage in trade allowed them
to gain some degree of economic independence, and
in some cases, Vankar families' accumulated
significant wealth. This economic mobility,
however, was not without its limitations. Even as
some families managed to build up savings and
extend credit to wealthier, upper-caste families,
they were still constrained by the social barriers that
caste imposed upon them. Many Vankars found
themselves navigating the precarious balance
between their economic success and the limitations
imposed by their caste status. For instance, while
some wealthier families in the community were
able to extend credit to members of the upper
echelons of village society, they were often still
treated as social inferiors in other spheres of life.
This paradox was one of the most persistent
challenges faced by the Vankar community, as they
could experience upward mobility in terms of
wealth and economic position while simultaneously
being subjected to caste-based discrimination and
social exclusion.

The potential for social mobility was also
severely limited by caste-based stigma. Despite
their involvement in trade, economic production,
and wealth accumulation, the Vankars continued to
be viewed as inferior in the social hierarchy. This

was particularly evident in the realm of social
relationships, where marriage alliances and
community interactions were often restricted by
caste. While wealth could buy access to certain
privileges, it could not erase the social stigma
associated with being a member of a "low" caste. In
summary, the Vankars’ journey within the caste
system was marked by contradictions—on the one
hand, their craft was revered, and on the other, they
were subjected to the stigma of impurity. Their
economic role as skilled artisans allowed them to
establish networks with other communities,
particularly higher castes, and gave them the
potential for social mobility. However, despite these
advances, caste-based discrimination continued to
restrict their social opportunities, limiting the full
extent of their economic success and reinforcing the
inequities of the caste system. This paradoxical
existence has remained a defining characteristic of
the Vankar community’s experience and continues
to shape their social and economic realities today.

4. Industrialization, Urban Migration, and
Settlement Patterns

4.1 Disruption of the Handloom Industry:
The colonial period was a pivotal moment for
India’s traditional industries, particularly the
handloom sector, which had long been the backbone
of artisan communities such as the Vankars. The
British colonial policies of the 19th and early 20th
centuries, which prioritized the establishment of
mechanized mills, drastically altered the landscape
of textile production. The introduction of
mechanized mills led to a flood of mass-produced
textiles that were sold at much cheaper rates than
handwoven fabrics, rendering traditional handloom
weaving increasingly uncompetitive. This shift had
a profound impact on communities like the Vankars,
whose livelihoods were deeply tied to the
production of handwoven fabrics. For the Vankar
community, this period marked the collapse of their
established market structures. As mechanized
textiles became the norm, demand for handwoven
products decreased sharply. Vankar artisans, who
had once thrived in rural economies by producing
high-quality textiles for local use and trade, now
found themselves unable to sustain their traditional
methods of production. The disruption of the
handloom industry led to a sharp decline in income
for many families. This decline forced the Vankars
to confront new economic realities and seek
alternative forms of employment to survive. The
collapse of the handloom industry was not just an
economic crisis but also a cultural one. Weaving, as
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arevered and sacred craft, had long been the core of
Vankar identity. The loss of this central livelihood
created a sense of dislocation within the
community. The disruption affected not only the
economic structure of the community but also its
social and cultural fabric, as the very identity of the
Vankars was intricately linked to their artisanal
work. As their traditional role in the textile industry
began to decline, the Vankars were faced with the
harsh reality of economic instability. With few
viable opportunities remaining in their native rural
settings, many were forced to adapt by seeking new
sources of income. This migration, which would
eventually lead many Vankars to urban centers like
Vadodara, was as much about survival as it was
about maintaining their sense of purpose and
identity in a changing world.

4.2 The Urban Migration to Vadodara: The
early decades of the 20th century saw a dramatic
shift in the settlement patterns of many artisan
communities, including the Vankars. The collapse
of the handloom industry in the rural heartlands of
Gujarat, combined with the broader social and
economic  changes  brought about by
industrialization, prompted significant migration
from rural to urban areas. The 86-Gaam Vankar
Samayj, originally spread across over 450 villages in
the Charotar region, was one of the communities
most affected by these developments. This
migration was driven by multiple factors, including
economic necessity and social upheaval. In the
wake of the disruption in the textile industry, many
Vankars sought opportunities in urban areas where
new forms of employment were emerging. In
addition, internal social strife within their rural
communities—fueled by caste-based
discrimination and changing economic
circumstances—encouraged families to leave their
traditional villages and seek better prospects in
urban settings. The desire for improved social
mobility and better economic opportunities also
played a role in the migration trend. One of the key
locations that attracted these migrant families was
Vadodara, an important urban center in Gujarat that
was rapidly industrializing in the early 20th century.
Vadodara was a hub for emerging industries,
including railways, public works, and nascent
manufacturing sectors. It offered the promise of
steady employment and the possibility of upward
mobility that was not available in their rural
villages. Among the early migrants was a family
from Rajupura (Vasad) who found employment in
the construction of railway lines. This marked the

beginning of a trend in which the Vankar
community, traditionally associated with the
handloom industry, started to engage in a wide
range of urban occupations. The move to Vadodara
was not just an economic shift but also a significant
social and cultural transformation. For the Vankars,
migrating to an urban center meant navigating a
new and unfamiliar social environment, which
included adapting to different ways of life and
dealing with the complexities of caste and class in
an urban setting. Vadodara, with its growing
industrial landscape, became a focal point for many
Vankar families. The city's rapid development
provided job opportunities in various sectors
beyond the traditional realm of weaving, giving
migrants the chance to diversify their sources of
income. However, despite the opportunities, the
process of migration was far from easy. The
Vankars had to overcome significant social,
cultural, and economic hurdles in order to make a
successful transition to urban life.

4.3 Settlement Dynamics and Occupational
Shifts: Upon arriving in Vadodara, the Vankar
community initially settled in clusters within the
city's outskirts. These early migrant settlements
were typically characterized by modest housing
arrangements, such as chawls or tenements, which
were common for working-class communities
during periods of rapid urbanization. These clusters
were often located near major infrastructural
developments, including railway yards, industrial
zones, and factories, which provided accessible
sources of employment for the migrants. These
settlements, while offering shelter and proximity to
work, were not without their challenges. The living
conditions were often overcrowded, and the
migrants had to contend with poor infrastructure,
limited access to basic services, and urban poverty.
Yet, despite these hardships, the Vankars found
ways to adapt and build new social networks within
their urban communities. Their settlement patterns
reflected the changing nature of their identity—
from a rural artisan community to one that was
beginning to engage with the broader industrial
economy. Employment opportunities in Vadodara
extended beyond the traditional occupations of
weaving to include jobs in the burgeoning industrial
sector. Many Vankars found work in the
construction of railways, as well as in emerging
factories, public works projects, and the service
sector. These new job prospects represented a
significant departure from their previous roles as
weavers and artisans in rural Gujarat. The shift from
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handloom weaving to more industrialized forms of
labor was not without its difficulties. The Vankars
had to acquire new skills and adapt to the rhythms
and demands of industrial work, which were often
vastly different from the pace and precision
required in traditional handloom weaving.

However, this transition to industrial and urban
work also allowed the Vankars to break free from
some of the limitations imposed by the rural caste
system. In Vadodara, they were exposed to a more
diverse range of people from various castes and
communities, which offered opportunities for
greater social mobility and interaction. Though the
stigma of caste still existed, the urban environment
provided a degree of anonymity and new forms of
social capital that allowed the Vankars to begin
carving out a new identity. Despite the social
challenges of urban life, many Vankar families
managed to gain economic stability and even
prosper in their new urban environment. Over time,
Vadodara became home to a significant number of
Vankar families, who not only contributed to the
city's economic development but also found ways
to preserve their cultural identity amidst the
pressures of modernization. Their ability to adapt to
new occupational fields, while maintaining their
sense of community and cultural heritage, is a
testament to their resilience and adaptability in the
face of dramatic social and economic changes.

5.  Socio-Cultural  Adaptation
Institutional Evolution

5.1 Preservation of Cultural Identity:
Despite the challenges of urban migration, the 86-
Gaam Vankar Samaj was able to preserve its
cultural identity and heritage through various
strategies that maintained a sense of community
unity. One of the central ways in which the
community preserved its cultural practices was by
holding onto traditional religious observances that
had been integral to their lives in rural Gujarat.
These religious practices, deeply embedded in the
Vankars' cultural consciousness, served as anchors
in a rapidly changing social environment. Religious
festivals like Krishna Janmashtami and the
veneration of Ramapir remained pivotal to the
community's sense of belonging. These celebrations
were not only a way to honor their deities but also
an opportunity for the community to come together,
reinforcing the bonds of kinship and tradition.
Krishna Janmashtami, the celebration of Lord
Krishna's birth, was marked with devotional
singing, prayers, and the enactment of rituals that
had been passed down for generations. Similarly,

and

the worship of Ramapir, a revered figure in the
Vankar community, was central to maintaining their
spiritual connection and reinforcing their collective
identity.

In addition to these religious observances,
communal gatherings played a significant role in
reinforcing the Vankars’ sense of shared identity.
Bhajan mandals (devotional singing groups),
where people gathered to sing devotional songs and
participate in religious discussions, became
important spaces for spiritual and social bonding.
These gatherings were critical in maintaining a
sense of community cohesion, especially as the
Vankar families spread out across different parts of
the city and beyond. These devotional and cultural
practices served as powerful mechanisms for
sustaining a sense of belonging, even in an
increasingly urbanized and fragmented
environment. Festive processions, particularly
during key religious events, allowed the Vankars to
publicly display their solidarity. These processions
were not just religious in nature but also served as a
reaffirmation of their collective social presence,
promoting a shared understanding of cultural
continuity amidst the challenges of modernity. Such
celebrations were an important part of the Vankar
community’s effort to preserve their traditions,
helping to ensure that the cultural heritage was
passed on to future generations, even in the face of
urbanization and the pressures of assimilation into
the broader city life.

5.2 Establishment of Educational and Social
Institutions: With urban migration came the need
for new systems of support and organization.
Recognizing that education and self-help were
crucial for the future of the Vankar community in
the urban setting, the leadership of the 86-Gaam
Vankar Samaj took proactive steps to establish
institutions that could help uplift the next
generation and provide resources for their economic
and social betterment. One of the significant
achievements in this regard was the establishment
of the Chhiyasi Gaam Vankar Kelavani Mandal
in 1962. Founded with the participation of 100
community members, this institution became the
cornerstone of educational and social development
for the Vankars in Vadodara. The primary focus of
the Mandal was to enhance the educational
opportunities available to the community’s
children, helping them access better learning
resources and academic success. In order to
disseminate information on social issues,
educational advancements, and community events,
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the Mandal also took the initiative to publish
“Gnan Yajna”, a community magazine. This
magazine became a vital tool for fostering
awareness within the community, covering topics
ranging from social issues to announcements about
cultural programs and educational opportunities.
The publication not only educated community
members but also helped build a stronger sense of
unity by keeping people informed about
developments within the Vankar community and
beyond. In addition to educational outreach, the
Mandal established scholarship programs to assist
meritorious students who showed promise in their
academic endeavors. By offering financial support
to bright students, the Mandal helped make
education more accessible and encouraged students
to pursue higher education, breaking the cycle of
poverty that had often defined the community’s
previous generations. These scholarship programs
played a critical role in empowering the youth and
expanding their horizons, providing them with
opportunities that might have been out of reach for
earlier generations.

In 1967-68, the community also took a step
forward by establishing a primary school in the
Ramwadi area, a move that signified a commitment
to education at the grassroots level. The school was
initially set up with support from community elders
and through voluntary contributions, demonstrating
the community’s investment in ensuring that their
children had access to formal education. The school
became a space where young Vankars could receive
an education while also being grounded in their
cultural traditions, bridging the gap between
traditional knowledge and modern academic
learning. These educational initiatives were
complemented by the establishment of cooperative
societies, which helped address some of the
economic challenges faced by the Vankars in an
urban setting. One of the most notable examples
was the creation of the Shri Chhiyasi Gaam Seva
Samaj Co-Operative Credit Society Ltd.,
Vadodara. This credit society, which began as a
small community-based financial assistance
scheme, played a crucial role in providing small
loans to members of the Vankar community,
enabling them to invest in businesses, education,
and other ventures that could improve their
economic standing. The cooperative society not
only facilitated access to credit but also promoted
the principles of mutual support and collective
responsibility. Over the years, the cooperative
expanded its membership and played a significant

role in improving the economic agency of its
members. It became an example of how
community-based financial systems could support
the collective well-being of marginalized groups,
helping the Vankars gain economic independence
and financial literacy. This evolution of institutional
support reflects the broader trend of the Vankar
community transitioning from a marginalized rural
population to an urbanized community that could
self-organize and support its members in new ways.

53 Political Participation and
Leadership:Urban settlement also brought about
significant changes in the political awareness and
participation of the Vankar community. While the
first generation of migrants was primarily employed
in unskilled labor and was largely excluded from
formal political processes, the second and third
generations began to engage more actively with the
political landscape of Vadodara. As Vankars became
more settled in urban areas, they began to realize the
importance of political representation in securing
better public services and addressing the challenges
they faced as a marginalized community. In the
decades following their migration, individuals from
the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj began contesting local
elections and securing positions in municipal
governance. This political mobilization served
multiple purposes: it allowed the community to
demand better public services such as water,
electricity, sanitation, and access to healthcare, and
it provided a platform to challenge caste-based
marginalization at the policy level. The first
instances of political participation by members of
the Vankar community marked a significant shift in
their engagement with the political system. Over
time, these political leaders worked to ensure that
the voices of the Vankars were heard, and their
needs addressed in the broader city infrastructure.
Their involvement in local governance not only
enhanced the community’s access to basic services
but also increased their visibility and influence
within the urban landscape of Vadodara. Through
political participation, the Vankar community began
to make strides in challenging the social hierarchies
that had long confined them. By engaging in
political processes, they were able to navigate the
complexities of urban politics, gain leverage in
local governance, and challenge long-standing caste
prejudices at the institutional level.

6. Economic  Transformation
Occupational Diversification

6.1 Transition from Traditional Labor to
New Occupations: The transition from a

and
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predominantly rural, handloom-based economy to a
more diversified, urban one has had a profound
impact on the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj’s economic
standing. The decline of the handloom industry,
particularly in the wake of colonial policies and
industrialization, forced many members of the
Vankar community to seek new forms of livelihood.
This shift marked a significant turning point, as
traditional weaving—once the heart of their
economic identity—became increasingly unviable.
In the early stages of their urban migration, the
Vankars’ involvement in manual labor was a direct
consequence of the economic realities of urban
living. The first generation of urban migrants,
arriving in Vadodara in the early 20th century,
primarily took up labor-intensive jobs in sectors
such as railway construction, factory work, and
construction projects. These jobs were essential for
the functioning of the city’s growing infrastructure
but were often poorly paid and carried little social
prestige. Despite the low wages, these occupations
allowed the Vankars to establish themselves in
Vadodara, where they formed the backbone of the
city’s nascent industrial and infrastructure sectors.
However, over time, the Vankar community began
to experience a gradual but significant shift in their
occupational profiles. As education levels
improved, particularly with the establishment of
community-run schools and scholarship programs,
the second generation of Vankars began to pursue
more stable and diverse forms of employment.
These individuals secured jobs in a variety of
sectors, including government services, private
enterprises, and commercial industries. For the first
time, many Vankars were able to access white-
collar jobs that offered greater job security and
improved social mobility. As these second-
generation migrants moved away from manual
labor, they also began to venture into
entrepreneurship. Small businesses began to
emerge in fields such as retail, printing, and
construction, and some Vankars even established
themselves in emerging sectors like transport and
hospitality. The expansion of entrepreneurship
within the community reflected a growing sense of
economic independence and the ability to leverage
skills and resources in ways that had not been
possible for earlier generations. The overall trend of
occupational diversification not only helped
individual families achieve higher standards of
living but also contributed to the community’s
collective social and economic ascent. Many
Vankar families who had previously struggled to

make ends meet now found themselves in a position
to invest in their children's education and well-
being, contributing to a more upwardly mobile and
prosperous community overall. The improved
socio-economic status of the community further
helped mitigate the effects of caste-based
discrimination, as economic success often led to
greater acceptance within the broader urban society.

6.2 Role of Cooperative Institutions in
Economic Empowerment: As the Vankar
community transitioned into the urban setting, one
of the most transformative developments was the
establishment of cooperative credit societies. These
institutions provided not just financial services but
also a crucial foundation for the community’s
economic empowerment and solidarity. The
creation of cooperative credit societies allowed the
Vankar community to pool their resources together,
creating a financial safety net and offering much-
needed access to credit for their members. These
societies were especially important in a context
where formal financial institutions were often
inaccessible to lower-caste or marginalized groups.
By offering loans at lower interest rates, the
cooperative societies enabled community members
to invest in housing, education, and entrepreneurial
ventures, helping them build a better future for their
families. The cooperative credit societies also
became vital centers for fostering a sense of
community solidarity. As members contributed to
and benefited from these financial networks, they
formed stronger bonds, which in turn supported the
overall social cohesion of the Vankar community.
These cooperative structures not only helped
individuals meet immediate financial needs but also
contributed to longer-term economic strategies. For
instance, loans facilitated homeownership, enabling
families to move into better neighborhoods and
secure more stable living conditions. Similarly,
loans for business ventures helped foster
entrepreneurial spirit, enabling some families to
break into new markets and industries.

Data from recent annual reports of these
societies highlight their impressive growth over the
decades. Membership in these societies has grown
substantially, reflecting the increasing number of
Vankar families who are now participating in
cooperative financial activities. In one particular
instance, a credit society reported a membership
exceeding 2,600 individuals, with a capital base
surpassing INR 10 crores. This financial growth
underscores the collective economic empowerment
the community has achieved, allowing them to

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 14


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

invest in more than just immediate needs but also in
future generations and long-term community
projects. The success of the cooperative credit
societies has also served as a model for other
marginalized communities seeking to enhance their
economic agency. By organizing themselves around
a common economic goal, the Vankars were able to
secure financial resources that were otherwise out
of reach, enabling them to improve their living
standards and gain access to opportunities
previously unavailable. These institutions have had
a lasting impact on the community’s ability to
navigate the challenges of urban poverty, creating a
foundation for future generations to build upon.
Moreover, the cooperative system created a sense of
collective responsibility and self-reliance, which
has been instrumental in fostering a culture of
mutual support. In times of financial hardship or
personal crises, members of the cooperative were
able to turn to one another for help, ensuring that no
one was left to struggle alone. This collective model
of financial management has played a crucial role
in lifting the entire community, ensuring that
economic empowerment is not just an individual
pursuit but a shared goal.

The economic transformation of the 86-Gaam
Vankar Samaj from a rural handloom-dependent
community to an wurban, diversified group
exemplifies the resilience and adaptability of
marginalized communities in India. The shift from
traditional manual labor to more varied
occupations, coupled with the rise of cooperative
credit societies, has greatly improved the socio-
economic standing of the Vankar community. This
diversification of both labor and financial resources
has not only enhanced individual livelihoods but
also fostered a collective sense of economic
empowerment and solidarity. Through these
mechanisms, the Vankars have not only navigated
the challenges of urban migration but have also
established a foundation for sustained economic
growth and social progress in the years to come.
These  changes underscore the  broader
transformation of marginalized communities in
India, where economic resilience and institutional
support can provide the tools for overcoming
historical social and economic disparities. The 86-
Gaam Vankar Samaj’s journey illustrates the power
of community-led initiatives in empowering
individuals and enhancing collective well-being.

7. Challenges and Future Prospects

7.1 Persistent Caste-Based Constraints:
Despite significant strides in education, political

participation, and economic empowerment, the
legacy of caste-based discrimination continues to
affect the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj. In many
instances, historical prejudices still limit access to
certain opportunities, both in the public and private
sectors. Future policies aimed at inclusive growth
must take these enduring barriers into account.

7.2 Urbanization and Changing Lifestyles:
Urbanization has transformed not only the
economic landscape but also the cultural and social
practices of the community. Traditional practices
are increasingly giving way to modern lifestyles,
which has led to a gradual dilution of the
community’s cultural identity. At the same time,
urban pressures such as rising housing costs,
increased competition for jobs, and changing family
structures pose challenges that require innovative
policy interventions and community-based
responses.

7.3 The Role of Youth and Technological
Integration: The younger generations of the
Vankar community are better educated and more
technologically adept than their predecessors. There
is considerable potential for leveraging digital tools
and modern educational methodologies to further
empower these young individuals. Initiatives such
as skill development workshops, entrepreneurship
training programs, and digital literacy campaigns
could help bridge the gap between traditional
practices and modern economic realities.

7.4 Institutional Sustainability and
Collective Action: The sustainability of
community institutions—such as  schools,

cooperative credit societies, and social service
organizations—remains a critical area of concern.
As economic and social conditions evolve, these
institutions must adapt to meet new challenges.
Strengthening institutional frameworks through
transparent  governance, enhanced capacity-
building measures, and strategic partnerships with
government agencies and private stakeholders is
imperative for ensuring long-term socio-economic
development.

8. Discussion: The historical journey of the
86-Gaam Vankar Samaj offers a compelling case
study of community resilience and adaptive
transformation. The community’s transition from a
traditional weaving society to a diversified urban
population illustrates the interplay between cultural
heritage and economic modernization. Several key
insights emerge from this study:

1) Resilience in the Face of Industrial
Disruption: The decline of the handloom industry
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due to industrialization forced the Vankar
community to reimagine its economic identity.
Their subsequent migration and adaptation
underscore a profound capacity for resilience and
innovation.

2) Importance of Community Institutions:
Educational initiatives, credit societies, and
cooperative organizations have played a pivotal role
in the community’s socio-economic upliftment.
These institutions have not only provided financial
support but have also reinforced social cohesion
and collective identity.

3) Cultural Continuity Amid
Modernization: Despite urban pressures, the
community has managed to preserve many of its
traditional customs and rituals. However, the
tension between cultural continuity and modernity
remains a dynamic field of inquiry for future
research.

4) Political Mobilization as a Catalyst for
Change: Increased political engagement by the
community has enabled them to advocate for
improved public services and to challenge long-
standing social inequities. The shift from manual
labor to formal employment and political
representation is a critical marker of social progress.

9. Conclusion: The evolution of the 86-Gaam
Vankar Samaj in Vadodara is emblematic of the
broader processes of migration, adaptation, and
transformation that have affected many traditional
artisan communities in India. From their origins in
the ancient practice of weaving to their modern-day

struggles and achievements in an urban
environment, the Vankars have demonstrated
remarkable resilience and adaptability. This study
has documented how the community navigated the
dual challenges of industrial displacement and
caste-based marginalization by embracing new
occupational opportunities, building robust social
institutions, and preserving cultural practices. The
continued evolution of the community’s economic,
social, and political institutions will be essential in
addressing future challenges posed by rapid
urbanization and global economic shifts. In
reflecting upon this rich history, it becomes clear
that the journey of the 86-Gaam Vankar Samaj is not
just a story of migration and survival, but also one
of innovation, collective action, and the ongoing
quest for dignity and justice. Future research should
focus on comparative studies with other artisan
communities, explore the role of digital
technologies in community empowerment, and
evaluate the long-term impact of institutional
initiatives on socio-economic mobility.
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Abstract: Higher education is undergoing transformative changes globally due to advancements in
technology, shifting pedagogical approaches, and increasing demands for quality education. Education
faculties, which play a critical role in preparing future educators, face unique challenges and opportunities
in this landscape. This paper examines various approaches in higher education, such as competency-based
learning, blended learning, and outcome-oriented education, with a particular focus on their relevance
and implementation in education faculties. It further explores pressing issues such as inadequate funding,
outdated curricula, faculty shortages, digital disparities, and the impact of globalization. By addressing
these challenges, this paper highlights pathways to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of education
faculties. The findings aim to provide insights for policymakers, educators, and academic leaders to shape

sustainable and innovative education systems.
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1. Introduction: Higher education is central to
fostering innovation, economic development, and
societal growth. Over the past few decades,
universities have adopted new pedagogical
strategies and technologies to respond to
globalization and the demands of a knowledge-
based economy. Among various disciplines,
education faculties hold a significant position as
they prepare future teachers who drive primary,
secondary, and higher education systems forward.
Despite their importance, education faculties often
face systemic issues such as outdated pedagogies,
resource constraints, and limited technological
integration. This paper investigates emerging
approaches to teaching and learning in higher
education while critically examining the challenges
education faculties face today.

2. Various Approaches in
Education:

2.1 Competency-Based Education (CBE):
Competency-Based Education (CBE) emphasizes
learning outcomes and measurable competencies
rather than time-bound learning processes. This
approach is particularly relevant in education
faculties, where preparing future teachers with
demonstrable skills is essential. CBE enables
teacher candidates to master core teaching
competencies, such as curriculum design, student
engagement, and assessment strategies. Institutions
like Western Governors University have
successfully implemented CBE models that focus
on practical skills rather than traditional lecture-
based methods.

2.2 Blended and Online Learning: Blended

Higher

learning combines face-to-face teaching with online
instruction, offering flexibility and scalability. In
education faculties, blended learning provides pre-
service teachers access to digital tools, virtual
classrooms, and e-learning platforms. The COVID-
19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of online
learning worldwide, highlighting both opportunities
and challenges. While online tools improve
accessibility, education faculties often face issues
such as digital literacy gaps, lack of robust Learning
Management Systems (LMS), and insufficient
digital infrastructure.

2.3 Outcome-Based Learning (OBL):
Outcome-Based Learning (OBL) shifts the focus
from content delivery to achieving specific learning
outcomes. Teacher training programs are
increasingly adopting OBL frameworks to ensure
alignment with national standards and accreditation
requirements. For instance, many teacher education
programs now emphasize learning outcomes related
to 2lst-century skills such as critical thinking,
collaboration, and technological fluency.

2.4 Research-Led Teaching: Research-led
teaching integrates active research into the
curriculum, encouraging students to engage in
evidence-based practices. Education faculties
benefit from this approach as it allows future
educators to critically analyze theories, methods,
and classroom practices. Research collaborations
between faculty and students improve academic

rigor while fostering innovation in teacher
education.
2.5 Internationalization of Teacher

Education: Globalization has led to increased
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mobility of students and educators across borders.
Internationalization strategies include student
exchange programs, collaborative research, and
transnational partnerships. Education faculties can
enhance the quality of teacher training by exposing
students to global best practices and diverse
educational systems.

3. Current Issues in Higher Education with
a Focus on Education Faculties:

3.1 Outdated Curricula: Many education
faculties continue to use traditional curricula that do
not align with contemporary educational demands.
Teacher candidates often receive insufficient
training in areas such as digital pedagogy, inclusive
education, and socio-emotional learning. Updating
curricula to address these gaps remains a critical
challenge for higher education institutions.

3.2 Faculty Shortages and Burnout: A
significant issue facing education faculties is the
shortage of qualified faculty members. Many
experienced educators retire without sufficient
replacements, and younger faculty often experience
burnout due to heavy workloads, research
pressures, and administrative responsibilities.
Addressing faculty well-being through professional
development programs and workload management
is essential.

3.3 Funding Constraints: Higher education
institutions, especially in low- and middle-income
countries, face severe funding shortages. Education
faculties often operate with limited budgets,
impacting infrastructure, research opportunities,
and student support services. Insufficient funding
hampers the ability to implement innovative
teaching methods and integrate technology.

3.4 Digital Disparities: Despite advancements
in digital education, significant disparities exist in
access to technology. Rural and underprivileged
areas often lack internet connectivity and digital
resources, limiting the effectiveness of online and
blended learning. Bridging the digital divide
requires substantial investment in infrastructure,
teacher training, and student support.

3.5 Globalization and Cultural Diversity:
While globalization provides opportunities for
international collaboration, it also raises challenges
related to cultural diversity and inclusivity.
Education faculties must equip future teachers with
skills to navigate diverse classroom settings and
implement culturally responsive pedagogy. Failure
to address these aspects may widen inequities in
education.

3.6 Quality Assurance and Accreditation:

Maintaining quality assurance and meeting
accreditation standards are significant concerns for
education faculties. Many institutions struggle to
balance innovation in teaching methods with
compliance to rigid regulatory frameworks.
Accreditation processes often focus heavily on
documentation rather than actual learning
outcomes.

3.7 Impact of Technology and Artificial
Intelligence: The integration of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in education presents both
opportunities and risks. While Al-powered tools
can enhance personalized learning and
administrative efficiency, they also raise ethical
concerns about data privacy and the role of teachers.
Education faculties must adapt to train teachers who
can effectively integrate technology into their
classrooms while addressing potential risks.

4. Strategies to Address Current Issues:

4.1 Curriculum Reform: Education faculties
must collaborate with policymakers, practitioners,
and researchers to update curricula. Integrating
courses on digital pedagogy, inclusive education,
and emerging technologies will prepare teacher
candidates for 21st-century classrooms.

4.2 Professional Development for Faculty:
Regular professional development programs can
address faculty shortages and burnout by enhancing
teaching skills, reducing workloads, and fostering
research collaborations. Investing in faculty well-
being improves job satisfaction and retention.

4.3 Investment in Digital Infrastructure:
Governments and institutions must prioritize
funding for digital infrastructure, particularly in
underserved regions. Providing students and faculty
access to reliable internet, modern devices, and
LMS platforms will bridge digital disparities.

4.4 Promoting Research and Innovation:
Strengthening research-led teaching and fostering
innovation through research grants and partnerships
will improve the academic quality of education
faculties. Research-based practices ensure that
teacher candidates are equipped to tackle classroom
challenges effectively.

4.5 Enhancing International
Collaborations: Education faculties should expand
international  partnerships  through exchange
programs, collaborative research, and global
learning initiatives. Exposure to diverse educational
contexts enhances students' adaptability and cross-
cultural competencies.

5. Conclusion: Education faculties play a
pivotal role in shaping the future of education by
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preparing competent, innovative, and adaptable
educators. While approaches such as competency-
based learning, blended learning, and research-led
teaching offer significant benefits, systemic
challenges like outdated curricula, faculty
shortages, and digital disparities persist. Addressing
these challenges requires a collaborative effort from
policymakers, academic leaders, and educators to
implement sustainable reforms. By investing in
curriculum development, digital infrastructure,
faculty well-being, and internationalization, higher
education institutions can empower education
faculties to produce high-quality teachers ready to

meet the demands of 2lst-century learning
environments.
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IMPORTANCE OF GENERAL INSURANCE IN CHHATTISGARH
Dr. Amritanjali Singh, Principal, Bhoramdev Arts and Commerce College, Pairy, CG

Abstract: In Chhattisgarh, the significance of general insurance cannot be overstated, given the
State's susceptibility to various risks and uncertainties. With its fertile plains and agrarian economy,
Chhattisgarh relies heavily on agriculture, making crop insurance a vital component of its socio-
economic landscape. Crop failures due to unpredictable weather patterns, pests, and diseases pose
significant threats to farmers' livelihoods, highlighting the crucial role of insurance in mitigating such
risks and ensuring their financial security.

Furthermore, Chhattisgarh's industrial growth and urbanization bring their own set of challenges,
including industrial accidents, road mishaps, and property damage. General insurance policies tailored
to meet the needs of businesses, motorists, and homeowners play a pivotal role in mitigating the financial
repercussions of such events, thereby fostering economic stability and growth.

Moreover, Chhattisgarh's vulnerability to natural disasters like floods, cyclones, and earthquakes
underscores the importance of property insurance in safeguarding assets and properties against
potential damages. By providing financial protection against unforeseen events, general insurance
promotes resilience among individuals, businesses, and communities, enabling them to recover and
rebuild in the aftermath of disasters.

In conclusion, general insurance plays a multifaceted role in Chhattisgarh, offering protection
against diverse risks ranging from agricultural uncertainties to industrial accidents and natural
calamities. Its importance lies in ensuring financial security, promoting economic stability, and fostering
resilience, thereby contributing to the overall well-being and prosperity of the state and its people.

Introduction: In the heart of India lies
Chhattisgarh, a state rich in cultural heritage and
natural resources. Despite its vibrant tapestry of

traditions and landscapes, Chhattisgarh, like any
other region, is not immune to unforeseen risks and
challenges. From natural calamities like floods,
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cyclones, and earthquakes to man-made threats
such as accidents and thefts, the people of
Chhattisgarh face a spectrum of uncertainties that
can disrupt their lives and livelihoods in an instant.
In light of these risks, the need for general insurance
in Chhattisgarh becomes paramount, offering a
safety net that safeguards individuals, businesses,
and communities against financial losses arising
from unexpected events.

One of the most pressing reasons for the
necessity of general insurance in Chhattisgarh is the
state's vulnerability to natural disasters. Situated in
a region prone to floods and cyclones, the state
witnesses frequent instances of property damage,
crop loss, and displacement of communities. In
such scenarios, general insurance policies covering
property, crops, and livestock provide much-needed
financial assistance to individuals and farmers,
helping them recover and rebuild their lives after
the calamity subsides.

Moreover, Chhattisgarh's burgeoning
industrial sector and expanding urban centers bring
with them a host of risks associated with modern
living. Road accidents, fire outbreaks, and thefts are
not uncommon occurrences in bustling cities and
industrial hubs. General insurance policies tailored
to meet the needs of businesses, motorists, and
homeowners play a crucial role in mitigating the
financial repercussions of such unfortunate events,
ensuring that individuals and enterprises can
bounce back from setbacks without facing crippling
financial burdens.

Furthermore, the agrarian economy of
Chhattisgarh, with its large swathes of farmland and
rural communities, underscores the importance of
agricultural insurance. Crop failures due to erratic
weather patterns, pest infestations, or diseases can
spell disaster for farmers, pushing them deeper into
poverty. Agricultural insurance schemes offered by
general insurers provide farmers with compensation
for crop losses, enabling them to sustain their
livelihoods even in the face of adversity and
promoting resilience in the agricultural sector.

In addition to protecting against specific risks,
general insurance fosters a culture of preparedness
and resilience among the people of Chhattisgarh.
By encouraging individuals and businesses to
assess their vulnerabilities and invest in adequate
insurance coverage, it promotes risk management
practices that contribute to long-term stability and
growth. Moreover, by pooling risks and distributing
losses across a larger population, general insurance
helps stabilize the economy of Chhattisgarh,

preventing the cascading effects of financial
distress on the broader socio-economic fabric.

In short, the need for general insurance in
Chhattisgarh cannot be overstated, given the
diverse array of risks and uncertainties faced by its
residents. From natural disasters to man-made
accidents, the prevalence of unforeseen events
underscores the importance of having robust
insurance mechanisms in place to safeguard lives,
assets, and livelihoods. By providing financial
protection, promoting resilience, and fostering risk
management practices, general insurance plays a
vital role in supporting the socio-economic
development and well-being of Chhattisgarh's
populace.

Types of General Insurance in
Chhattisgarh: In Chhattisgarh, a state marked by
its diverse landscapes and economic activities,
various types of general insurance cater to the
unique needs and risks faced by its residents.
Property insurance stands out as a cornerstone,
offering protection against the frequent occurrence
of natural disasters such as floods and cyclones.
This form of insurance extends coverage to both
residential and commercial properties, shielding
owners from financial losses incurred due to
damages caused by fire, theft, earthquakes, and
other unforeseen events. Additionally, motor
insurance plays a pivotal role in Chhattisgarh's
urbanizing landscape, providing coverage for
vehicles against accidents, theft, and damages,
thereby ensuring road safety and financial security
for motorists. Another crucial aspect of general
insurance in Chhattisgarh is crop insurance, which
safeguards the livelihoods of farmers against the
uncertainties of nature, including crop failures due
to adverse weather conditions, pests, and diseases.
Health insurance holds significant importance in
ensuring access to quality healthcare services
without the burden of exorbitant medical expenses,
contributing to the overall well-being of individuals
and families across the state. Liability insurance,
including public liability and professional
indemnity, offers protection against legal liabilities
arising from third-party claims, providing financial
security to businesses and professionals operating
in various sectors. Additionally, rural insurance
products cater to the specific needs of rural
communities, such as livestock insurance and
weather-based crop insurance, supporting the
agrarian economy and rural livelihoods. Together,
these diverse types of general insurance play a
crucial role in mitigating risks, promoting economic
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stability, and enhancing the resilience of
individuals, businesses, and communities in
Chhattisgarh.

Need of General insurance in Chhattisgarh:
General insurance holds paramount importance
from the perspective of Chhattisgarh due to the
diverse array of risks and challenges faced by its
residents, businesses, and communities. Situated in
a region prone to natural disasters like floods,
cyclones, and earthquakes, Chhattisgarh is
particularly vulnerable to property damage, crop
loss, and displacement of communities. In such
scenarios, general insurance provides a crucial
safety net, offering financial protection against the
adverse effects of these calamities. Moreover, with
the state's burgeoning industrial sector and
expanding urban centers, risks associated with
modern living such as road accidents, fire
outbreaks, and thefts are prevalent. General
insurance policies tailored to meet the needs of
businesses, motorists, and homeowners play a vital
role in mitigating the financial repercussions of
such unfortunate events, ensuring that individuals
and enterprises can recover and rebuild without
facing crippling financial burdens. Additionally, in
an agrarian economy like Chhattisgarh, where
agriculture is the primary source of livelihood for a
significant portion of the population, agricultural
insurance schemes are indispensable. These
policies provide farmers with compensation for
crop losses due to erratic weather patterns, pests, or
diseases, thereby safeguarding their livelihoods and
promoting resilience in the agricultural sector.
Overall, general insurance plays a critical role in
supporting the socio-economic development and
well-being of Chhattisgarh's populace by providing
financial protection, promoting resilience, and
fostering risk management practices.

Case Study: Enhancing Resilience through
Crop Insurance in Chhattisgarh: Chhattisgarh,
known for its fertile plains and agrarian economy,
faces significant challenges in sustaining
agricultural livelihoods amidst unpredictable
weather patterns and natural calamities. The
implementation of a crop insurance scheme has
emerged as a transformative solution, ensuring
financial security for farmers and promoting
resilience in the face of adversity.

Background: In recent years, Chhattisgarh has
witnessed an increase in the frequency and intensity
of weather-related risks, including droughts, floods,
and unseasonal rains. These unpredictable climatic
conditions pose a severe threat to the livelihoods of

millions of farmers dependent on agriculture for
their sustenance. Recognizing the need to safeguard
farmers against such risks, the government of
Chhattisgarh collaborated with insurance providers
to introduce a comprehensive crop insurance
scheme tailored to the specific needs of the state's
agricultural sector.

Implementation: The crop insurance scheme
in Chhattisgarh operates on the principles of risk
pooling and financial indemnity, offering protection
to farmers against yield losses caused by natural
calamities, pests, diseases, and other specified
perils. Under the scheme, farmers are required to
pay a nominal premium, while the remainder of the
insurance cost is subsidized by the government and
insurance companies. Crop cutting experiments
(CCEs) and remote sensing technology are utilized
to accurately assess crop losses and expedite the
claims settlement process.

Impact: The implementation of the crop
insurance scheme has had a transformative impact
on the agricultural landscape of Chhattisgarh,
empowering farmers with financial security and
resilience. By providing a safety net against crop
losses, the scheme has instilled confidence among
farmers, encouraging them to adopt modern
agricultural practices and invest in high-yielding
crop varieties without the fear of catastrophic
losses. Moreover, the timely payment of insurance
claims has enabled farmers to recover swiftly from
adverse events, preventing indebtedness and
distress migration.

Case Example: Mr. Singh, a smallholder
farmer from the Raipur district of Chhattisgarh,
faced significant crop losses due to an unseasonal
hailstorm that ravaged his paddy fields just before
the harvest season. With the support of the crop
insurance scheme, Mr. Singh was able to file a claim
promptly and receive compensation for the
damages incurred. The timely payout not only
helped him cover the cost of replanting but also
provided a crucial lifeline for his family during the
lean months ahead.

Conclusion: The case study of crop insurance
in Chhattisgarh exemplifies the transformative
potential of general insurance in enhancing
resilience and mitigating risks for vulnerable
communities. By providing financial protection to
farmers against the uncertainties of nature, the crop
insurance scheme has bolstered agricultural
livelihoods, promoted sustainable farming
practices, and contributed to the overall socio-
economic development of the state. As Chhattisgarh

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 21


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

continues its journey towards prosperity, the
expansion and refinement of such insurance
initiatives hold the key to building a resilient and
inclusive future for all.
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CHANGING RITUALS AND PRACTICES IN INDIAN WEDDINGS: A

SOCIOLOGICAL OVERVIEW
Dr Kinjal Mehta, Maniben Nanawati Women's College, Vile-Parle West, Mumbai 400056

Abstract: Indian weddings have historically served as rich cultural events, embodying complex
religious, familial, and regional traditions. However, rapid modernization, globalization, and economic
change have significantly altered these rituals and practices, particularly among India’s urban and
younger populations. This paper investigates the shifting dynamics of Indian matrimonial ceremonies,
emphasizing the social, economic, and cultural forces that reshape traditional norms. Utilizing a mixed-
methods approach that includes both qualitative interviews and analysis of statistical data from national
surveys and market reports, the study identifies trends such as personalization of rituals,
commercialization of weddings, and the integration of digital technologies. The paper also explores
generational shifts and regional differences in ritual adherence, offering sociological insights into how
identity, class, and community evolve through the wedding ritual. Suggestions are offered for preserving
cultural heritage while allowing flexibility for individual expression and changing societal values. This
overview contributes to a broader understanding of how traditional practices adapt in the face of
modern pressures in contemporary Indian society.

Keywords: Indian weddings, marriage rituals, modernization, globalization, youth, cultural
change, sociology.

Introduction: Marriage in India has long been

considered a sacrosanct institution, deeply
embedded in religious teachings, familial
obligations, and social customs. Historically,

weddings have functioned as major rites of passage,
accompanied by an intricate series of rituals that
vary across caste, community, region, and religion.
From the Kanyadaan in Hindu weddings to the
Nikah in Muslim ceremonies, Indian weddings
were often multi-day affairs involving extensive
community participation.

These rituals have traditionally reinforced
gender roles, kinship ties, and social hierarchies,
serving not just as unions of individuals but of

families and even entire communities. However, as
India  undergoes  economic liberalization,
demographic transition, and exposure to global
cultures, these rituals have begun to evolve.
Increasing  urbanization, rising  educational
attainment, inter-caste and inter-religious
marriages, and technological proliferation have all
played a role in reshaping marriage practices. This
paper aims to provide a sociological overview of the
changing rituals and practices in Indian weddings.
It examines how weddings today reflect a hybrid of
traditional and modern influences, with particular
emphasis on the role of youth and the impact of
commercialization. The study investigates these
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changes by analyzing recent trends and proposing
ways in which rituals can adapt while preserving
cultural meaning.

Research Design: This study adopts a mixed-
methods approach, combining quantitative data
analysis  with  qualitative interviews and
observations. This methodology allows for both a
macro-level understanding of sociological patterns
and a micro-level exploration of personal
experiences.

Changing  Wedding
Sociological Themes

Personalization over Prescription: One of
the most notable shifts is the move from rigid
ritualistic formats to flexible, personalized
ceremonies. This is particularly evident among
educated, urban youth who seek weddings that
reflect their identities and values rather than just
adhering to tradition. Rituals like the haldi or
mehndi are retained but modified into fun, social
events rather than solemn rites. Destination
weddings, offbeat venues (e.g., beaches, forts), and
themes (e.g., eco-friendly, Bollywood) now
influence structure more than religion.

The  Commercialization  of  Sacred
Practices: The Indian wedding has become a
significant commercial enterprise. The “wedding
industry” is now estimated to be worth over 23.7
lakh crore (USD 50 billion), making it one of the
largest unorganized sectors in the country.
Everything from priest services to bridal entry
songs is now marketable. Many rituals are
choreographed for Instagram visibility, and
traditional garments are replaced with designer
couture. Rituals have increasingly become
performances for guests and social media rather
than purely spiritual acts.

Technological Mediation: Technology is
now central to how Indian weddings are planned
and experienced:

1) Digital Invitations via WhatsApp or
websites are replacing traditional cards. This
includes themes like save the date and countdown
for the wedding day, all planned by the event
organizers. The youth feel that this not only saves
paper but also the precious time that the elderly
spend on to go and distribute the wedding cards to
near and dear relatives.

2) Live-streaming allows family abroad to
“attend.” This trend has picked up post pandemic
and is here to stay. For many elderly and other
relatives who reside in another countries have the
option to attend the wedding ceremony and other

Practices: Key

events virtually. Owing to the hassle of not being
able to travel because of old age restrictions, non-
availability of visas, expensive travel arrangements
or the like can be avoided with such facilities.

3) Wedding photography and videography
now include drone footage, slow-motion rituals,
and pre-wedding shoots. Unlike before where
photographs were not so popular, to a time when
albums were made with black and white photos,
then coloured ones and now a time when pre
wedding shoots along with live streaming of the
wedding and other events on popular social media
platforms is gaining immense popularity among the
masses. The more the number of followers the
account holder has, the more they’re likely to get
likes, shares and comments.

While enhancing accessibility and creativity,
technology also encourages performative rituals
that may shift attention away from deeper cultural
meanings.

Youth, Agency, and Change: Youth today
have greater agency in choosing life partners,
wedding formats, and rituals. Many opt for love
marriages, inter-caste or inter-religious unions, or
register marriages with limited ceremonies. They
often resist rituals that reinforce patriarchy (e.g.,
kanyadaan, mangalsutra) or emphasize financial
inequality (e.g., dowry, lavish gifts). Young women
in particular challenge traditional gender roles,
choosing modern vows over Sanskrit mantras or
entering venues alongside their partners rather than
being “given away.” There are so many couples
who have set trends for Eco friendly weddings to do
their bit to save and conserve environment. Many
have opted for sustainable clothing for their
wedding while others have preferred Met averse
Weddings.

Regional  Variations and  Cultural
Hybridization: While urban centers show more
radical change, rural weddings often maintain
traditional rituals, though even here there’s growing
influence from social media and Bollywood. Cross-
cultural weddings (e.g., North-South Indian unions)
result in hybrid practices—Tamil Kashi Yatra and
Punjabi Anand Karaj performed side by side.
Religious diversity has led to blended or secular
ceremonies in urban settings. While on the other
hand there are a few who opts for court marriages
in order to avoid all the unnecessary pomp and show
which otherwise is a part of most modern marriages.

Suggestions:

Balance Tradition and Modernity: Rather
than abandoning rituals, efforts should be made to
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reinterpret them meaningfully. For instance,
kanyadaan can be accompanied by putradaan,
signifying equality between bride and groom
families. Young people can retain rituals with
cultural significance while shedding outdated or
patriarchal elements. There are so many young
brides who opt to wear the traditional mangalsutra
with a twist- maybe like a bracelet in the hand rather
than in their neck. In this way culture is preserved
but with a blend of tradition and modernity.

Promote Cultural Literacy: Educational
programs, documentaries, or school curricula can
be introduced to teach the history and symbolism of
Indian wedding rituals. A deeper understanding
may help youth retain and adapt traditions with
respect rather than reject them outright. Every rite
and ritual practiced at the time of marriage has a
cultural significance and the emphasis of this has to
be made clear to the younger generations. This will
help restore the traditional notion of Saptapadi
which the institution of marriage brings.

Encourage Eco-conscious and Inclusive
Weddings: As discussed above one should promote
sustainable weddings that limit waste and excess,
and encourage interfaith and intercultural dialogue
through inclusive ceremonies. NGOs and cultural
organizations can develop ethical wedding guides
that align rituals with environmental and social
justice values. Right from the venue, to the selection
of food menu, invitation to guests, decorations used
for the wedding ceremony, outfits to be worn for
different occasions should be chosen sustainably.
This will also promote the idea of Atmanirbhar
Bharat given by our Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi.

Document and Archive Diverse Rituals:
Given the rapid pace of change, anthropologists and
sociologists should actively record regional

wedding traditions before they fade. State-run
archives and oral history projects can preserve this
knowledge for future generations.

Conclusion: Indian weddings are undergoing
a profound transformation driven by modernization,
commercialization, youth empowerment, and
globalization. What was once a ritual-heavy,
community-led institution is now increasingly
individualized, performative, and hybridized?
These changes reflect larger shifts in Indian
society—urbanization, greater mobility, evolving
gender roles, and exposure to global cultures.

Yet, amidst this flux lies an opportunity: to
redefine wedding rituals in ways that honor both
personal identity and cultural continuity. The
sociological task is not to lament the loss of
tradition but to understand how tradition evolves in
dialogue with contemporary values. Future
wedding practices in India will likely continue to
blend the sacred and the secular, the intimate and
the extravagant, the old and the new.
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WORKING WOMEN PROTECTION IN WORKING PLACE IN INDIA
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Abstract: In recent years, there has been a growing awareness of the need to protect women in the
workplace. Women have made significant strides in the workforce, but they continue to face unique
challenges related to discrimination, harassment, and unequal pay. Employers have a responsibility to
create safe and inclusive work environments where women can thrive and achieve their full potential. In
India, women have been historically marginalized and discriminated against in various spheres of life,
including the workplace. India has made great strides in empowering women and promoting gender
equality in recent decades. However, the battle for equal rights and opportunities for women in the
workplace is still an ongoing one. Apart from rape, there are many sexual assaults on women in the office.
Certain persons and places are included under ‘place of work’. Indian Constitution, along with various
legal provisions, provides for the protection of women workers’ rights. India has made significant strides
in protecting the rights of women in the workplace over the years. The country’s labor laws have been
amended to ensure gender equality, and initiatives have been launched to promote women’s economic
empowerment. Despite these efforts, challenges remain, and women continue to face discrimination and
harassment in the workplace. This blog will explore the current challenges faced by the women in India,
the rules and measures for the state of protection for women workers in India and the measures being taken
to improve their rights.

Significance of the topic: A study and examine working Women Protection Act the benefits of
protecting women in the workplace, both for individual women and for society as a whole. Discrimination,
Develop Women Friendly Culture in working place and educate on Women rights, and protecting women
From Violence. However, the effectiveness of these laws has been hindered by inadequate .The lack of
awareness among women about their legal rights and the dearth of robust grievance redressed mechanisms
further compound the issue implementation and enforcement mechanisms.

Methodology: This article uses secondary data collection method. Reviews such working Women Act
and discuss the working Protective Provision for women employee working Conditions.

Conclusion: India has made significant progress in protecting the rights of women in the workplace,
but much remains to be done. Gender discrimination and harassment continue to be pervasive, and many
women lack access to training and promotion opportunities. The government and employers must take
Steps to promote gender equality, provide a safe and conducive work environment for women, and ensure
equal pay and benefits.

Keywords: Right to equal remuneration and opportunities, Maternity benefit and protection of
employment, Health and safety, Right to harassment free work environment.

Introduction: The workplace rape and murder
of a doctor in Kolkata sparked outrage across India.
However, there are many sexual assaults on women
in the office, apart from rape. Since 27 years ago we
have had statutory notifications issued against it;
but many people do not know the scope of this law.
Certain persons and places are included under 'place
of work'.

The rape and murder of a female doctor in a
hospital in Kolkata has once again brought the issue
of sexual harassment in the workplace into the
limelight. 27 years ago on 13™ August, the Supreme
Court notified the 'Visakha Guidelines' in this
regard and indicated that this is a human right. Gang
rape of women was also the reason for issuing this
notification.

Be it the recent incident (July 2024) of a

woman working in a bank ending her life after being
verbally and mentally harassed by her superiors or
the sexual exploitation and safety of women in
Malayalam cinema, Justice K. Be it the questions
raised by the Hema Committee. Such incidents
point to women's workplace safety and their
fundamental rights. For this reason, it is very
important to understand the statistics of incidents of
sexual harassment in various workplaces in India.

Working Place: The definition of workplace
is also changing day by day. The definition given by
law is that, workplace is the place of work where a
person performs his professional duties. This
location can be of various types, such as an office,
factory, shop, bank or other business location where
customer service, sales or business transactions take
place.
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Post-Corona, online working has become
largely part of the mainstream. The negative effect
of this was that the incidents of online harassment
or harassment through email or chat started
increasing and naturally complaints were registered
against him. Social media is misuse sending
obscene messages on chat or bantering using sexist
words in meetings has become common. It is also
important to understand the definition of sexual
harassment in the workplace. Unwanted sexual
behaviour includes verbal, non-verbal physical and
digital harassment. It is also a part of demanding
sexual pleasure for job related purposes i.e.
promotion or transfer.

Women Rights: The Indian Constitution,
under Articles 14, 15 and 16, enshrines the
fundamental right to equality and non-
discrimination based on gender. Article 14 of the
Constitution guarantees equality before the law and
equal protection of the laws to all individuals,
which underpins the legal system’s approach to
fairness. Additionally, Article 15 specifically
prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of birth, thereby reinforcing
a commitment to gender equality.

Protection Law for Women work In India:
In India, female rights in the workplace are
underpinned by a legal framework aimed at
ensuring equality, safety, and fairness for women.
Key legislations include the Constitution of India,
Equal Remuneration Act, 1976, ensuring pay
equity; the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013, mandating mechanisms for
addressing sexual harassment; and the Maternity
Benefit Act, 1961, providing generous maternity
leave benefits and protection against employment
discrimination.

Protective Provisions for  Women
Employees: Some of the important protective
provisions for safeguarding the interests of working
women are: Safety/Health Measures: Section 22(2)
of the Factories Act, 1948 provides that no woman
shall be allowed to clean, lubricate and Factories
Act, 1948 states that no woman shall be required or
allowed to work in any factory except between the
hours of 6 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Maternity Benefit: The Maternity Benefit
Act, 1961 regulates the employment of women in
certain establishments for certain periods before
and after child-birth and provides maternity
benefits.

Provisions for Separate Latrines and
Urinals: Provision for separate latrines and urinals

for female workers exist under the following: Rule
53 of the Contract Labour (Regulation and
Abolition) Act, 1970. Section 19 of the Factories
Act, 1948. Provisions for Separate Washing
Facilities.

Provision for Creéches: Provision for créches
exists under the following: Section 48 of the
Factories Act, 1948

The Working Women (Protection, Basic
Facilities and Welfare) Bill, 2009: provide for the
protection of women from discrimination, sexual
exploitation and for the basic facilities like créches,
recreational facilities, maternity benefits, hostel and
transport facilities, etc. and for the welfare
measures to be taken by the employers and the State
for the women employees working in government
establishments, public sector enterprises including
banks and ports, educational institutions including
universities, colleges and schools, factories, mines,
plantations, agricultural fields, orchards and such
other places and for matters connected therewith
and incidental thereto.

Sexual harassment includes any unwanted
verbal or gestural sexual advances, sexually explicit
and derogatory statements or remarks, avoidable
physical contacts, touching or patting, suggestive
remarks, sexually slanted and obscene jokes,
comments about physical appearance,
compromising invitations, use or showing
pornographic material, demands for sexual favours,
threats, innuendos, physical assault and molestation
of and towards working women by their male
superiors, colleagues or anyone who for the time
being is in a position to sexually harass the working
women.

Recreational facilities: The appropriate
government shall ensure that every employer
provides retiring rooms with facilities like
bathroom, latrine, drinking water at the workplace
or worksite of the working women and also provide
recreational facilities like radio, television, etc. for
them and their children

Hostel and transport facilities: The
appropriate government as well as an employer
shall provide hostel and residential facilities both
for married and unmarried working women nearest
to their place of work and shall also provide cheap,
safe and quick transport facilities for such working
women.

Protection from health hazards: The
appropriate government shall ensure protection
from health hazards particularly for the women
working in factories or industries like beedi,
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tobacco, stone mines, cashew, fish processing, salt,
silk, construction projects and such other
establishments as may be prescribed.

Burden of proof: Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law for the time being in
force the onus of proving innocence shall be on the
accused and the sexually harassed woman shall
have the right to plead evidence in rebuttal. Some
examples of sexual harassment include: Offensive
comments or jokes, Inappropriate questions or
remarks about a person's sex life, Displaying sexist
or offensive pictures, posters, or emails
JIntimidation, threats, or blackmail around sexual
favours, Unwelcome social invitations with sexual
overtones, Unwelcome sexual advances.

Women Labour: Women form an integral part
of the Indian workforce. According to the
information provided by the office of Registrar
General & Census Commissioner of India, As per
Census 2011, the total number of female workers in
India is 149.8 million and female workers in rural
and urban areas are 121.8 and 28.0 million
respectively. Out of total 149.8 million female
workers, 35.9 million females are working as
cultivators and another 61.5 million are agricultural
labourers. Of the remaining females' workers, 8.5
million are in household Industry and 43.7 million
are classified as other workers.

As per third and Fourth Annual Employment
Unemployment Survey launched by Labour Bureau
in October, 2012 and December, 2013, Female
Labour Force Participation Rate has been increased
from 22.6% to 25.8 %. . As per Annual Employment
Review conducted by Directorate General of
Employment during 2012, total employment in the
organized sector is 295.79 lakh. Out of total 295.79
lakh workers, employment of women in organized
sector (Public and Private) is 60.54 lakh which
constitute 20.5% of total employment in organized
sector. Of this, 0.941akh women were employed in
whole sale and retail trade and restaurants & hotels
during 2011-12. Protection of the interest of Women
Workers

Sexual Harassment: The prevalence of sexual
harassment in the workplace remains a significant
concern, deterring many women from pursuing or
remaining in their careers.

Safety Concerns: The lack of safe and reliable
transportation options, especially in urban areas,
can discourage women from seeking employment
opportunities that require late-night or -early-
morning commutes.

Lack of Mentorship and Support: Women

often lack access to robust mentorship programs
and support networks that can guide and empower
them in navigating the professional landscape.

Review of Literature: The latest statistics
obtained by various reports and surveys, as well as
information provided by the National Commission
for Women (NCW) show that there has been an
increase in complaints of sexual harassment at the
workplace in the last year 2023. Earlier this year, a
15 percent increase in complaints was reported
compared to 2022. These complaints have mainly
come from large companies, public sector
undertakings and educational institutions.

According to a 2024 initial report by the
Commission for Women, 40 percent of workplace
sexual harassment complaints were reported to have
occurred during office hours. It mainly features
physical abuse as well as the use of vulgar and
obscene language.

According to data from the Union Ministry of
Family Welfare, more than 1,500 complaints related
to workplace sexual harassment were collected in
2023. Investigation of 25 percent of these
complaints i.e. 375 complaints has been completed,
while action is still being taken on other complaints.

Maternity benefit and protection of
employment: The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, is
a key piece of legislation in India that provides
substantial maternity benefits to women employees,
positioning it among the most generous globally.
The act entitles eligible women to up to twenty-six
weeks of paid maternity leave. Additionally, this
benefit extends to surrogate mothers and women
who adopt a child under three months old, who are
eligible for twelve weeks of paid leave.

Health and Safety: Under the Factories Act,
1948, significant emphasis is placed on the health,
safety and welfare of women in the workplace.
Employers are required to provide separate
washrooms, changing rooms and lockers for
women.

Right to  harassment free work
environment: The Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013, also known as the POSH Act, is a law
that protects women from sexual harassment in the
workplace in India. No woman should be subjected
to sexual harassment at the workplace. Common is
Sexual Harassment at Workplace. 52% Women
experience Sexual Harassment at Workplace; 25%
touched without invitation; 20% experienced sexual
advances; Don’t women report of 1 out of 5 do
report it; 80% thinks outcome is poor; 16% said that
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the situation worsened after they reported.

A study conducted by McKinsey and Business
Standard has reported an increase in incidents of
sexual harassment in the workplace. According to
this study, in 2024, 30 percent of female employees
described experiencing sexual harassment at their
workplace. Delhi University conducted a survey in
2024 which reported a 25 percent increase in
incidents of sexual harassment in the workplace.
There is a need to raise the standard of workplace
safety through effective measures, training
programs and spreading awareness on this issue. It
is important for every organization to follow
Prevention of Sexual Harassment at the Workplace
Act to create a safe and positive work culture.

Conclusion: The Government has taken
several steps for creating a congenial work
environment for women workers. A number of
protective provisions have been incorporated in the
various Labour Laws. Equal Remuneration Act was
enacted on 1976 provides for payment of equal
remuneration to men and women workers for same
work or work of similar nature without any
discrimination and also prevent discrimination
against women employees while making
recruitment for the same work or work of similar
nature, or in any condition of service.

As a result, the number of working women in
government  services, factories, industries,
commercial establishments, agriculture, mines, fish
processing sector, silk industry and so on so forth is
increasing day by day, but their conditions of
employment need amelioration. Various basic and
essential facilities which are supposed to be made
available to the working women by the government
and private employers are either absent or not
adequate and satisfactory.

Sexual harassment is prevalent in the Indian
workplace, and women are more likely to be victims
of such harassment. They often face unwanted
physical contact, derogatory comments, and
gestures, or even rape. Women who complain about
such harassment often face retaliation from their
employers and colleagues, leading to further trauma
and stress.

Approximately one percent of women report
incidences of abuse and many are not aware of their
rights or legislations protecting them from violence
and harassment.

Suggestion and Recommendations:

1) Support services can also educate women on
their rights and the legislation protecting them from
violence and can assist them to make positive

changes in their lives and to respond to violence.

2) Awareness building programs around
women’s rights are essential to addressing the
understanding causes of domestic violence.
Employers are required to organize workshops,
orientation programs, and other awareness
programs to educate employees about sexual
harassment and help complainants file police
complaints.

3) The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana provides
loans to women entrepreneurs to start their
businesses. These initiatives aim to promote
women’s economic empowerment and create more
opportunities for women in the workplace.

4) Instead of making it overly expensive or
operationally difficult to employ women, state
governments can make sure that companies deploy
safety measures such as CCTV and GPS-enabled
transportation to ensure women’s safety.

5) Employing women security guards at the
factory entrance and exit: Assigning women
supervisors or shift-in-charges for night shifts,
regularly soliciting feedback from female
employees about their health and safety concerns
.Refrain from-Behaviour that may offend or hurt
people at your workplace;

6) Women need to be made aware of their
rights and creating a conducive environment for
them to fight against sexual harassment will make
it easier for them to raise their voices against
oppression.

7) The problems of women working in
unorganized sector are many and they are not
protected there. There are some problems to be
faced while enforcing the law in this place. So it is
necessary to create awareness and come forward for
your rights.

8) The Government and private organizations
must implement policies that promote gender
equality and diversity in the workplace. These
policies should include measures to ensure equal
pay, promotion opportunities, and safe working
conditions. The government can also offer
incentives to organizations that implement such
policies.

9) Employers should conduct awareness and
training programs to sensitize their staff to the
issues women face in the workplace. Such programs
should cover topics such as gender sensitivity,
sexual harassment prevention, and women’s health
and safety. The training can help create a culture of
inclusion and promote the participation of women
in the workforce.
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10) The Government and NGOs can run
campaigns to promote the importance of women’s
economic empowerment and encourage families to
support women’s work. Such campaigns can help
break down the social and cultural barriers that
prevent women from participating fully in the
workforce.

11) If we want to prevent sexual crimes, it will
not only work through strict laws, but there should
be concerted efforts in the society and in the family
to change the behaviour that supports violence.
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ECONOMIC RESILIENCE POST PANDEMIC:

LESSONS AND STRATEGIES
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Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic exposed significant vulnerabilities in global economic systems,
prompting a re-evaluation of strategies for building economic resilience. This paper examines the
multifaceted impact of the pandemic on various economic sectors, highlighting disparities between small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and large corporations, as well as disruptions in global supply
chains and labor markets. Drawing lessons from past crises, such as the 2008 financial collapse, the study
emphasizes the critical role of government interventions, fiscal policies, and social safety nets in stabilizing
economies. It also explores the accelerated adoption of digital technologies and the need for sustainable
and inclusive growth models as essential drivers of recovery. Based on secondary data analysis, this
research offers policy recommendations for governments and strategic insights for businesses, advocating
for diversification, digitalization, and supply chain flexibility. The findings underscore the importance of
innovation, technology, and targeted policy measures in fostering long-term economic resilience and
preparing economies for future global disruptions. The authors have divided the paper in three parts. Part
1 explains the basic components of research paper like purpose and scope of the study, research
methodology used et. Part 2 explains the impact of pandemic on manufacturing, service and agricultural
sector. It reviews the impact on SME’s vs large corporations and disruption in chain supply. Part 3 focuses
on the key lessons learnt and business strategies for building economic resilience.

Keywords:

Economic resilience, Fiscal policy, Digital transformation, Supply chain flexibility, Inclusive growth

Introduction: The COVID-19 pandemic
caused a global economic crisis, with a 3.1%
contraction in 2020—the worst since the Great
Depression. Lockdowns and supply chain

developing nations lagged behind due to limited

resources and weaker healthcare infrastructures.
The pandemic accelerated digital

transformation, compelling businesses to adopt

disruptions hit industries like tourism, aviation, and
retail hard, while SMEs faced high closure risks.
Unemployment surged, worsening inequality and
poverty, especially in developing nations. Global
supply chain vulnerabilities and reliance on specific
regions were exposed. Governments responded
with large fiscal and monetary interventions,
increasing public debt. Recovery was uneven;
developed countries rebounded quicker due to
better healthcare and vaccine access, while

remote work and digital services. It exposed both
vulnerabilities and strengths in global economies,
underlining the need for sustainable, inclusive, and
diversified strategies to withstand future crises.
This paper is divided into three parts: Part 1 outlines
the research paper's purpose, scope, and
methodology. Part 2 examines the pandemic’s
impact on the manufacturing, service, and
agricultural sectors, with a comparative analysis of
SMEs and large corporations, and supply chain
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disruptions. Part 3 discusses key lessons learned
and proposes business strategies for enhancing
economic resilience in a post-pandemic world.

Part 1: Basic components of the research

Importance of economic resilience in crisis
recovery: FEconomic resilience is vital for
managing and recovering from crises like COVID-
19. It reflects an economy's ability to absorb shocks,
adapt, and sustain long-term growth. Resilient
economies protect livelihoods, maintain stability,
and support vulnerable groups. Key features
include diversified industries, strong social safety
nets, and adaptable supply chains, enabling swift
recovery and reduced sectoral dependence. Flexible
labor markets and digital infrastructure helped some
nation's transition smoothly to remote work.
Resilience also boosts investor confidence, fosters
innovation, and ensures inclusive recovery.
Strengthening it through proactive policies,
sustainability, and innovation is essential for
enduring future disruptions and promoting long-
term economic stability.

Purpose and scope of the study: This study
analyses factors contributing to economic resilience
post-COVID-19 and identifies strategies for
recovery and long-term stability. It examines how
economies responded to the crisis, focusing on
government  interventions,  fiscal  policies,
innovation, and industry diversification. Covering
both developed and developing nations, the study
explores sectoral impacts and recovery strategies
across healthcare, manufacturing, services, and
technology. It also highlights the role of SMEs,
supply chain management, and labor market
flexibility in resilience. Emphasizing sustainable,
inclusive, and adaptive approaches, the study aims
to inform future policies and business strategies for
building stronger, more equitable, and crisis-
resistant economic systems.

Literature Review: Existing research on
economic resilience and crisis management
highlights the multifaceted strategies economies
adopt to withstand and recover from disruptions.
Rose (2007) defines economic resilience as the
ability to absorb or cushion against shocks while
maintaining core functions. Studies by Martin and
Sunley (2015) emphasize the importance of
adaptive capacity, noting that diversified economies
recover faster due to reduced dependency on
specific industries.

Research on the 2008 global financial crisis
provides valuable insights into crisis management.
Reinhart and Rogoff (2009) examined how fiscal

policies and regulatory frameworks influenced
recovery trajectories, suggesting that proactive
policy interventions are critical for resilience.
Similarly, Brunnermeier et al. (2020) argue that
financial stability measures and stimulus packages
can mitigate economic downturns, but their long-
term success depends on targeting vulnerable
sectors.

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic,
studies by Carvalho et al. (2021) reveal how digital
transformation and supply chain reconfiguration
enhanced business continuity. OECD (2020)
reports highlight the role of social safety nets and
healthcare investments in economic stability.
Furthermore, Mazzucato (2021) advocates for
mission-driven innovation policies to build
resilience through sustainable and inclusive growth.

Collectively, the literature underscores the
importance of adaptive policies, innovation, and
inclusive strategies in strengthening economic
resilience against future crises.

The 2008 global financial crisis offers
significant insights into economic recovery
strategies. Reinhart and Rogoff (2009) highlighted
the role of debt reduction and fiscal consolidation in
stabilizing economies, while Aizenman et al. (2011)
emphasized the importance of fiscal stimulus in
jumpstarting growth. Countries with diversified
economies and strong financial regulations
recovered more swiftly (Claessens et al., 2010).
Additionally, regulatory reforms, such as the Dodd-
Frank Act in the U.S., improved financial system
resilience (Laeven & Valencia, 2013). These studies
underscore that timely government interventions,
financial reforms, and economic diversification are
critical for effective post-crisis recovery.

Despite  extensive research on crisis
management, significant gaps remain in
understanding post-pandemic economic recovery.
Existing study, largely focuses on short-term policy
responses, with limited analysis of long-term
resilience strategies, especially in developing
economies. There is insufficient research on the role
of digital transformation, sustainability, and
inclusive growth in shaping recovery. Additionally,
the impact of global supply chain reconfiguration
and labor market shifts remains underexplored.

Research Methodology: This study employs
a qualitative research methodology grounded in the
analysis of secondary data to examine economic
resilience and recovery strategies post-pandemic.
Secondary data sources include peer-reviewed
journal articles, policy reports, economic surveys,
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government publications, and global economic
databases from organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank,
and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD).

By analysing existing literature, case studies,
and statistical data, the study identifies key factors
influencing economic resilience and evaluates the
effectiveness of various policy interventions and
business strategies implemented during and after
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Part 2: Impact of Pandemic on key sectors

Impact of the Pandemic on Global
Economies: The COVID-19 pandemic affected
economic sectors unevenly, exposing
vulnerabilities and sparking transformation.
Healthcare faced surging demand and supply
shortages but advanced in telemedicine and
biotechnology. Manufacturing saw disruptions
from lockdowns and labor shortages, especially in
global supply chains, prompting shifts toward
localization and automation. Services like tourism
and retail were hit hard, while digital services, e-
commerce, and remote work technologies grew
rapidly. Financial services embraced digital
innovation; real estate struggled with reduced
commercial demand. Agriculture experienced
supply chain issues but benefited from increased
local demand. These trends highlight the need for
sector-specific recovery strategies that promote
innovation and sustainable development.

Impact on SMEs vs. large corporations: The
COVID-19 pandemic disproportionately affected
SMEs, which struggled with limited financial
reserves, reduced demand, and operational
disruptions. Sectors like retail, hospitality, and
tourism, heavily reliant on physical interactions,
were especially vulnerable. Many SMEs lacked
access to credit and digital infrastructure, hindering
adaptation. In contrast, large corporations showed
greater resilience due to diversified income, strong
reserves, and digital capabilities. Tech firms and e-
commerce giants thrived amid rising remote work
and online demand. They also accessed relief
programs more easily. This disparity highlights the
need for targeted SME support through improved
financing, digital infrastructure, and capacity-
building to bolster resilience against future shocks.

Global supply chain disruptions and labour
market shifts: The COVID-19 pandemic severely
disrupted global supply chains, causing shortages,
delays, and rising costs. Lockdowns and transport
restrictions  hit industries like electronics,

automotive, and pharmaceuticals, exposing over-
reliance on specific regions. Businesses began
shifting toward diversification and nearshoring to
reduce risks. Simultaneously, the labor market
transformed, with remote work accelerating in the
service sector. While some industries faced layoffs,
sectors like tech and healthcare saw rising demand.
The shift to digital platforms created new jobs but
widened the skills gap. These changes underscore
the need for resilient supply chains and policies
focused on workforce upskilling and adapting to
evolving labor dynamics.

Part 3: Key lessons and strategies

Key Lessons Learnt

Role of government interventions and fiscal
policies: Government interventions and fiscal
policies were crucial in mitigating COVID-19’s
economic impact. Fiscal stimulus packages—
unemployment benefits, wage subsidies, and small
business grants—helped sustain operations and
preserve jobs. Alongside, monetary measures like
interest rate cuts and quantitative easing promoted
lending and economic activity. Countries with
strong welfare systems and effective public health
responses managed the crisis better. The pandemic
highlighted the value of coordinated, flexible fiscal
and monetary strategies. Timely, targeted
interventions not only softened immediate
economic damage but also accelerated recovery.
Key takeaways include the need for adaptability,
support for vulnerable sectors, and preparedness for
future economic shocks.

Digital transformation and technology
adoption: The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated
digital transformation, compelling businesses to
adopt new technologies rapidly. Remote work
drove demand for digital tools and cloud services,
benefiting companies already digitally equipped. E-
commerce surged as retailers adopted online
platforms and contactless solutions. Sectors like
education, healthcare, and finance transitioned to
digital services such as virtual learning and
telemedicine. Innovation in Al, automation, and
data analytics streamlined operations and improved
customer experiences. With increased digital
activity came a heightened focus on cybersecurity.
The pandemic underscored technology’s role in
resilience and continuity, making ongoing digital
investment essential for future growth and
competitiveness in a rapidly evolving landscape.

Importance of sustainable and inclusive
growth models: The COVID-19 pandemic
highlighted the need for sustainable and inclusive
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growth models. Sustainable growth focuses on
meeting current needs without compromising future
generations, emphasizing environmental
stewardship and social equity. The pandemic
revealed how unsustainable practices, such as
overconsumption, heighten vulnerabilities in crises.
Inclusive growth ensures that economic benefits are
shared widely, especially with marginalized groups.
The pandemic exacerbated inequalities, particularly
in healthcare and economic access. Shifting
towards inclusive growth can foster social mobility
and create equitable opportunities. Integrating
sustainability and social inclusion into recovery
strategies builds resilience, enabling economies to
recover effectively and thrive amidst future
challenges.

Strategies for Building Economic Resilience

Policy recommendations for governments
(stimulus, social safety nets): To build economic
resilience, governments must implement policies
that balance immediate recovery with long-term
stability. Fiscal stimulus, including targeted sectoral
support and infrastructure investments, can
stimulate demand and create jobs. Direct cash
transfers and wage subsidies help households and
workers during crises. Strengthening social safety
nets, such as unemployment benefits and healthcare
coverage, provides vital protection for vulnerable
populations. Inclusive recovery policies are crucial
to addressing inequalities, especially for
marginalized groups. Long-term investments in
healthcare, education, and digital infrastructure
enhance resilience and better prepare economies to
withstand future disruptions while promoting
equitable growth.

Business strategies (diversification,
digitalization, supply chain flexibility): To
enhance economic resilience, businesses must
adopt diversification, digitalization, and supply
chain flexibility. Diversification spreads risk across
various products, services, and markets, helping
mitigate  downturns in  specific  sectors.
Digitalization, accelerated by the pandemic,
enables businesses to improve efficiency, engage
customers, and reduce costs through technologies
like cloud computing and automation. Supply chain
flexibility, including diversified sourcing and
responsive logistics, ensures businesses can adapt
to disruptions. Companies that embrace these
strategies—by expanding into e-commerce,
leveraging digital platforms, and building resilient
supply chains—are better positioned to withstand
future shocks and maintain stability and growth

during crises.

Role of innovation and technology in
economic recovery: Innovation and technology are
key drivers of economic recovery post-crisis, as the
COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated. Digital
technologies like e-commerce, cloud computing,
and Al enabled businesses to maintain operations
and adapt quickly. Healthcare innovations, such as
rapid vaccine development and telemedicine,
played a crucial role in health and economic
recovery. Additionally, advancements in supply
chain management, including real-time monitoring
and automation, increased flexibility and resilience.
Long-term recovery depends on continued
investment in research, development, and digital
infrastructure, as well as upskilling workers. By
fostering innovation, economies can build greater
resilience and sustainability to better handle future
disruptions.

Conclusion: This study on post-pandemic
economic resilience highlights several key findings.
Government interventions, including stimulus
packages, cash transfers, and wage subsidies, were
crucial in stabilizing markets and supporting
vulnerable populations. Businesses that embraced
diversification, digitalization, and supply chain
flexibility fared better in recovery, with digital
technologies and adaptable supply chains ensuring
continuity. Sustainable and inclusive growth
models, focusing on environmental sustainability
and social equity, were central to long-term
recovery. Innovation, particularly in healthcare,
digital infrastructure, and automation, accelerated
resilience. In conclusion, adaptive policies,
innovation, and inclusive, sustainable growth are
essential for building economies resilient to future
disruptions.

References

1. Aizenman, J., Chinn, M., & Ito, H. (2011). The emerging
global financial architecture: Tracing the effects of the
crisis on global monetary and financial systems. Journal of
International Money and Finance, 30(1), 4-31.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jimonfin.2010.10.010

2. Brunnermeier, M. K., Eisenbach, T. M., & Sannikov, Y.
(2020). The COVID-19 crisis and the future of financial
markets. Brookings Papers on Economic Activity, 2020(2),
1-34.  https://lwww.brookings.edu/research/the-covid-19-
crisis-and-the-future-of-financial-markets/

3. Carvalho, V. M., Hansen, S., Nirei, M., & Saito, Y. (2021).
Supply chain disruptions and the COVID-19 pandemic:
Evidence from the global supply chain survey. Journal of
International Economics, 133, 103520.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2021.103520

4. Claessens, S., Horen, N. V., & Garcia, M. P. (2010). Cross-
border banking in Europe: Implications for financial

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 32


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

stability and economic growth. European Economic
Review, 54(3), 318-332.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.euroecorev.2010.01.004

5. Mazzucato, M. (2021). Mission economy: A moonshot
guide to changing capitalism. Harper Business.

6. Martin, R., & Sunley, P. (2015). On the notion of regional
economic resilience: Conceptualization and theory.
Regional Studies, 49(5), 733-748.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2013.853105

7. OECD. (2020). The COVID-19 crisis and the global
economy. OECD Economic Outlook, 2020(2), 1-10.
https://doi.org/10.1787/0d8b8e2f-en

8. Reinhart, C. M., & Rogoff, K. S. (2009). The aftermath of
financial crises. American Economic Review, 99(2), 466-
472. https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.99.2.466

9. Rose, A. (2007). Economic resilience to natural and man-
made disasters: Multidisciplinary origins and contextual
dimensions. Environmental Hazards, 7(4), 383-398.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envhaz.2007.10.004

10. Laeven, L., & Valencia, F. (2013). Systemic banking crises
database. International Monetary Fund.

11. Brunnermeier, M. K., & Sannikov, Y. (2016). A
macroeconomic model with a financial sector. The
American  Economic  Review, 106(2), 79-116.
https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20130797

12. Aizenman, J., & Pasricha, G. K. (2010). Financial
contagion, monetary policy, and the International
monetary system. Economic Policy, 25(63), 89-125.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0327.2010.00254.x

13. Dube, P., & Hite, J. (2014). The role of government fiscal
interventions in recovery during economic downturns.
Journal of Economic Studies, 41(5), 788-805.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JES-09-2013-0142

14. Carvalho, J. (2020). Digital transformation and technology
adoption in response to COVID-19. International Journal
of Technology Management and Sustainable Development,
19(2), 211-226.
https://doi.org/10.1504/1JTMSD.2020.111234

15. OECD. (2021). Employment and social impacts of the
COVID-19 crisis: A first assessment of the recovery.
OECD Employment Outlook, 2021.
https://doi.org/10.1787/5¢c227fc7-en

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR WORKERS IN VIETNAM’S

GIG ECONOMY

Nguyen Thu Hao, Dept. of Sociology, University of Kerala, India
Nguyen Duy Thai, Institute of Sociology, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS)
Dr. Bushra Beegom RK, Department of Sociology, University of Kerala

Abstract: The rapid expansion of the gig economy in Vietnam—driven by digital transformation, the
demand for flexible employment, and the impacts of COVID-19—has significantly reshaped the labor
market. This paper explores the gig economy as an increasingly prevalent form of work, analysing both the
opportunities it provides and the challenges it poses for workers and employers. The study highlights
critical concerns from secondary data and sociological perspectives, including job precarity, lack of social
protection, limited career advancement, ambiguous legal status, and weakened social cohesion among gig
workers. Despite offering flexibility and diversified income sources, gig work often lacks stability and
adequate safeguards. The paper also offers policy recommendations and management frameworks to

effectively regulate the gig economy in the current context.
Keywords: Gig economy, opportunities and challenges, labor.

1. Introduction: In traditional economies,
individuals are typically assessed based on the
nature of their employment—what they do, their
working hours, the company or organization they
are affiliated with, the physical workplace,
workplace relationships, and the regularity of social
benefits. There is an implicit assumption that one’s
job is full-time, stable, and constitutes a lifelong
career. However, the gig economy introduces a
markedly different paradigm. The term '"gig
economy" refers to a flexible labor model in which
individuals engage in short-term, task-based work
rather than holding permanent, full-time positions.
Instead of functioning as formal employees, these
individuals act as independent service providers
who perform specific tasks under contractual

agreements with businesses, often on an as-needed
basis. Gig workers frequently rely on digital
platforms to connect with clients and may work
simultaneously for multiple employers.

The rapid expansion of the gig economy has
raised numerous pressing concerns, as both workers
and businesses encounter challenges related to
sustainable employment, labor rights, and the
organization and management of human resources.
These shifts not only reshape the structure and
dynamics of the labor market but also introduce
new demands on labor relations and the long-term
strategic planning of enterprises. As a result, the gig
economy has become a topic of interest for
policymakers, corporate leaders, and academic
researchers. This article analyzes the gig economy
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as an increasingly prevalent form of employment
while clarifying the opportunities and challenges
workers and employers face. The paper also offers
policy recommendations and management
frameworks to regulate the gig economy in the
current context effectively.

2. Methodology: This article synthesizes and
analyses secondary sources, including international
research published in English and domestic studies
conducted in Vietnam. The data primarily derive
from reports, surveys, and in-depth analyses of the
gig economy, focusing on the opportunities and
challenges workers and employers encounter in the
current global and Vietnamese contexts.

Ilustrative statistics are drawn from reputable
research institutions such as the ADP Research
Institute, the International Labour Organization
(ILO), along with reports from digital labor
platforms and thematic surveys on freelance labor
in Vietnam.

The primary research method employed is a
comparative synthesis of existing findings,
incorporating qualitative and quantitative data to
identify salient issues within the gig economy. This
study does not involve original fieldwork; it relies
on secondary data to establish a theoretical
foundation and conduct practical analysis, from
which management-oriented recommendations are
proposed.

3. Conclusion: There is considerable debate
surrounding the definition of the gig economy (also
known as the contract economy), and no consensus
on this terminology has yet emerged. Generally
speaking. However, the gig economy is a labor
market characterized by short-term, flexible, and
irregular employment, typically compensated on a
task-by-task basis. Cost-cutting pressures following
the global financial crisis of 2008 significantly
increased the prevalence of temporary contract
labor, thus accelerating the expansion of the gig
economy (Cunningham-Parmeter, 2016). Short-
term, flexible, task-based employment is not new; it
has long existed within certain occupations such as
childcare, house cleaning, temporary agency
staffing, and the creative industries. Nonetheless,
the essential distinctions separating the gig
economy from traditional forms of short-term
employment primarily lie in the following aspects:

(1) The scope and scale of the gig economy
encompass a broader range of industries and
workers, particularly in low-skilled sectors
(Andrew, 2019);

(i) It is typically mediated through digital

technologies and platform-based systems;

(i) It features a higher degree of flexibility
and generally involves shorter-term engagements
than traditional forms of employment.

In the gig economy, most businesses operate as
intermediary platforms that utilize digital
technologies and mobile applications to connect
service seekers—individuals or organizations—
with workers engaged under short-term contractual
arrangements. This model is prevalent across
various sectors, including transportation (e.g., Uber,
Grab, Bee), cleaning services (e.g., Helping), and
online tasks such as programming and data
processing (e.g., Click worker).(Kuhn, 2016)

In this context, the gig economy offers
favourable conditions and opportunities for
individuals to pursue their ambitions and generate
income, unencumbered by the long-term personal
commitments often associated with traditional
employment. This inherent flexibility is a defining
characteristic. For many, the ability to work from
home facilitates the care of children, elderly
parents, or other personal obligations. Thus, the gig
economy expands employment options for those
prioritizing flexibility and seeking to avoid the
structural constraints of conventional work
environments (Graham & Dutton, 2014). This
model provides employers access to a global talent
pool of skills precisely tailored to specific tasks,
unconstrained by gender, nationality, or economic
background. Concurrently, the gig economy
empowers workers to specialize in chosen fields
within an autonomous and flexible environment
where they can independently manage and
coordinate their schedules. This autonomy reduces
stress and significantly contributes to an improved
work-life balance (Goswami, 2020). Although there
are many opportunities in the gig economy, there
are also many difficulties for employers and
employees. The lack of an organized structure and
a well-defined legal framework governing labor
contracts are common characteristics of this model.
Because "serious employment" is no longer limited
to traditional office settings, the quick development
of technology has changed how society views work.
In this setting, contractual obligations become more
flexible, employers' duties to employees tend to
decrease, and it is relatively easy for both parties to
end the working relationship. This economic model
reshapes the employment structure and creates new
opportunities for workers, businesses, and society.
According to the International Labour Organization
(ILO, 2024), approximately 777 digital labor
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platforms were recorded globally in 2020—five
times the number reported in 2010. These platforms
enable service providers to directly connect workers
with clients to perform specific tasks or
assignments. The ILO also emphasizes that this
model  generates  significant  employment
opportunities, particularly for vulnerable groups
within the traditional labor market, such as women,
persons with disabilities, migrants, and the
unemployed (Ton Hien et al., 2021).

According to a survey conducted by Anphabe
Joint Stock Company, approximately 14% of
Vietnam’s knowledge-based workforce are full-
time freelance workers (fully gig workers). In
addition, part-time gig work constitutes a
substantial share of the labor force: 26% of full-time
employees are willing to take on freelance jobs
when appropriate, while 13% simultaneously
maintain regular employment and engage in
additional side work such as English tutoring,
online business, insurance sales, accounting, or tax
consulting (Hong, 2022). Vietnam's gig ecosystem
is diverse: low-skilled workers who perform
manual labor and are paid per task; semi-skilled
workers who take on short-term administrative jobs
to supplement their income; and highly skilled
professionals ~ who  undertake  specialized
assignments based on their expertise and
experience. The workforce participating in the gig
economy in Vietnam is expanding rapidly,
particularly among younger generations. Many
recent graduates choose to freelance over more
conventional career paths. According to data from
Anphabe, approximately 53% of Vietnam’s
knowledge workers have engaged in gig-based
employment (Tuoi Tre News, 2021). A study
conducted by Edelman Intelligence in the United
States, focusing on Upwork—a platform that
connects businesses with freelance workers—
reveals a clear generational shift in this trend: 50%
of gig workers belong to Generation Z (ages 18—
22), 44% are Millennials (ages 23—-38), 30% belong
to Generation X (ages 39-54), and 26% are Baby
Boomers (ages 55 and older) (Lien, 2022).
Vietnam's gig economy workforce is growing
quickly, especially among younger workers. Many
recent graduates choose freelancing over more
conventional career paths. This website links
companies  with  independent  contractors:
According to (Lien, 2022), 26% of gig workers are
Baby Boomers (those aged 55 and over), 44% are
Millennials (those aged 23 to 38), 30% are
Generation X (those aged 39 to 54), and 50% are

members of Generation Z (those aged 18 to 22).

Freelancers—particularly young individuals
working in non-essential service sectors such as
fitness training and performing arts—are especially
vulnerable during periods of crisis, such as the
COVID-19 pandemic. Due to their work's flexible
and loosely structured nature, many freelancers lack
concrete financial planning or emergency savings,
exposing them when employment is disrupted. In
addition, prevailing social stigmas—especially
from parents—often characterize freelance work as
unstable and lacking long-term security. As a result,
freelancers face considerable barriers in accessing
credit or financial assistance programs, as they
typically do not possess formal labor contracts to
verify income (Minh Duc, 2020). More
concurringly, most of these workers lack sufficient
access to information and policies regarding social
and health insurance: only 42% are aware of
welfare provisions, and 67% are unclear about the
specific benefits available (Thanh Tung, 2022).
Contract flexibility and short-term characteristics
may disrupt personal routines and work-life
balance. When involved with the gig economy,
workers may have to be constantly ready for a job
at any time and always looking for another job. This
ongoing uncertainty contributes to instability and
heightened vulnerability—a significant concern
when discussing the realities of contract-based,
short-term employment models.

First, regarding career opportunities in the
context of the gig economy. While this model offers
flexibility and diversity in job types, it
simultaneously  limits career development,
particularly upward mobility. Due to gig work's
short-term and task-specific nature, employers tend
to recruit based on immediate needs without
offering formal training programs. As a result,
workers primarily gain experience through hands-
on tasks rather than structured skill development.
The opportunity to explore various fields remains a
notable advantage—especially for recent graduates
or individuals seeking to broaden their career
knowledge. However, the widespread use of short-
term contracts often undermines workers’
motivation to invest in professional skills. Even
after dedicating time and effort to developing
expertise in a specific field, they face a high risk of
job loss. The instability in maintaining long-term
employment reduces the practical value of skill
investment. Despite varying perspectives on career
prospects in the gig economy, it is generally not
considered a viable path for long-term and stable
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career advancement for most workers (Myhill et al.,
2021).

Second, the involvement of digital platforms
as intermediaries in the labor market raises
significant legal concerns regarding the relationship
between workers and employers. Companies often
develop proprietary applications that control the
entire process—from task allocation and wage
determination to working conditions (Scheiber,
2017). These platforms typically set minimum
standards—delivery times or task volumes—and
retain the right to enforce disciplinary measures,
including termination, if workers fail to meet
expectations. Meanwhile, workers contribute time
and labor without authority over wage-setting,
which is dictated by the platform's supply-demand
dynamics.

Third, gig workers face the challenge of
limited access to social insurance and support
typically afforded by formal employees. Since they
operate as independent contractors, they do not
qualify as employees under labor protection laws
and the social security system. As a result, gig
workers have lost benefits like health insurance,
unemployment support, and maternity leave.
Unlike regular employees, whether part-time or
full-time, who are required to contribute to social
insurance, gig workers are not legally bound to do
so. Participation is often voluntary, irregular, and
minimal, reflecting unstable income and precarious
working conditions. Even when they do participate,
the level of protection they receive is not equivalent
to that of formal workers. Currently, Labor laws
also place strict requirements on qualifying for
unemployment benefits, such as having 12 months
of contributions in the previous 24 to 36 months
(depending on the type of contract).

Fourth, social cohesion is also adversely
affected by the expansion of the gig economy. A
cohesive society is characterized by equality,
mutual trust, and shared goals among its members
(Bieber & Moggia, 2021). However, particular
aspects of the gig model take advantage of these key
features. Gig workers often feel isolated in a
fragmented work system where contract workers
might see themselves as subordinate to regular
employees. This inequality creates dissatisfaction
and a sense of fragmentation among the labor force.
Moreover, the episodic and short-term nature of gig
work—where small tasks are distributed to
individuals temporarily—contributes to the erosion
of a sense of belonging between workers and
organizations. For workers, it becomes much harder

to feel a sense of belonging when no sustained
relationships can form, which makes collaboration
and lasting commitment less likely.

The evolving structure of employment is
becoming more flexible, but it also raises serious
questions about livelihood and worker stability. The
intensifying individualization of work within the
gig economy contributes to growing social
stratification,  particularly ~ highlighting  the
vulnerability of those without stable positions or
adequate access to welfare (Corujo, 2017). From a
sociological perspective, current research shows
that gig work is complicated and multidimensional.
The study explains that gig workers are at risk of
low job quality and income insecurity, as well as
potential concerns with social protection.

References

1. Andrew, B. D. (2019). Summary Extracts from ‘The
Freelance Project and Gig Economies of the 21st Century’
- Self Employed Australia.
https://selfemployedaustralia.com.au/current-
advocacy/the-gig-economy/summary-extracts-from-the-
freelance-project-and-gig-economies-of-the-21st-century/

2. Bieber, F, & Moggia, J. (2021). Risk Shifts in the Gig
Economy: The Normative Case for an Insurance Scheme
against the Effects of Precarious Work*. Journal of
Political Philosophy, 29(3), 281-304.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12233

3. Coryjo, B. S. (2017). The ‘Gig’ Economy and its Impact on
Social Security: The Spanish example. European Journal
of Social Security, 19(4), 293-312.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1388262717745751

4. Cunningham-Parmeter, K. (2016). From Amazon to Uber:
Defining employment in the modern economy. Boston
University Law Review, 96, 1673—1728.

5. Goswami, M. (2020). WITHDRAWN: Revolutionizing
employee employer relationship via gig economy.
Materials Today: Proceedings, S2214785320371522.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.matpr.2020.09.436

6. Graham, M., & Dutton, W. H. (Eds.). (2014). Society and
the Internet: How Networks of Information and
Communication are Changing Our Lives. Oxford
University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199661992.001.0
001

7. Hong, D. (2022). Lao dong tré thich lam viéc tu do. Nguoi
Lao D¢ng. https://nld.com.vn/cong-doan/lao-dong-tre-
thich-lam-viec-tu-do-20220106190551434.htm

8. ILO. (2024, April 10). Digital labour platforms can
advance social justice by focussing on worker welfare |
International Labour Organization.
https://'www.ilo.org/resource/statement/digital-labour-
platforms-can-advance-social-justice-focussing-worker

9. Kuhn, K. M. (2016). The Rise of the “Gig Economy” and
Implications for Understanding Work and Workers.
Industrial and Organizational Psychology, 9(1), 157—162.
https://doi.org/10.1017/iop.2015.129

10. Lien, V. (2022). Ngwoi tré voi xu hwong “lam viéc tw do.’
Tap Chi DPi¢én Tw So Hitu Tri Tué va Sang Tao.
https://sohuutritue.net.vn/nguoi-tre-voi-xu-huong-lam-

1

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 36


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

viec-tu-do-d142943.html

11. Minh Duc. (2020, April 1). N(5~i lo cuia freelancer mua dai
dich: Thu nhdp bdp bénh, ching con viéc dé “ban mdu, bao
swe.”  https://kenhl4.vn.  https://kenh14.vn/noi-lo-cua-
[freelancer-mua-dai-dich-thu-nhap-bap-benh-chang-con-
viec-de-ban-mau-bao-suc-20200331234330705.chn

12. Myhill, K., Richards, J., & Sang, K. (2021). Job quality, fair
work and gig work: The lived experience of gig workers.
The International Journal of Human Resource
Management, 32(19), 4110-4135.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2020.1867612

13. Scheiber, N. (2017, April 2). How Uber Uses Psychological
Tricks to Push Its Drivers’ Buttons. The New York Times.
https://'www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/04/02/technolo
gy/uber-drivers-psychological-tricks.html,
https://'www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/04/02/technolo
gy/uber-drivers-psychological-tricks.html

14. Thanh Tung. (2022). Hodn thién hé thong an sinh xd héi,

bao vé loi ich cua nguoi lao dong. Bdo Tuéi Tré Thii P6.
https://tuoitrethudo.vn/hoan-thien-he-thong-an-sinh-xa-
hoi-bao-ve-loi-ich-cua-nguoi-lao-dong-195678.html

15. Ton Hien, B., Thu Nga, T, Hai Ninh, N., Thi Ngoc Anh, T,
Thu Huyen, L., Thi Hong Hanh, N., Hoang Hieu, T, &
Phuong Thao, T. (2021). Mét s6 vin dé viéc lam trong nén
kinh té viéc lam tie do & Viét Nam: Nghién ciru trieong hop
lai xe/giao hang cong nghé va giup viéc gia dinh. Hanns
Seidel Foundation Vietnam and the Institute of Labour
Science and  Social  Affairs of  MOLISA.
https://southeastasia.hss.de/download/publications/48_-

_GiGEconomy.pdf
16. Tuoi Tre News. (2021). Only 40% of Vietnamese workers
willing to return to office: Survey.

https://news.tuoitre.vn/only-40-of-vietnamese-workers-
willing-to-return-to-office-survey-10364875.htm
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Abstract: Tourism is an age-old phenomenon undertaken by people across the globe. There are
various reasons for which people travel from one place to another. The aim of the research is to understand
the current trends in tourism and preferences of tourists. Further, the study explores the policies designed
by MTDC (Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation) to promote tourism on global platform and

attract more tourists to Maharashtra.

Maharashtra is one of the significant states of India. It has rich heritage of religion, culture and
history. Apart from that it has diverse landforms and thus has wide range of products to offer and attract

the tourists to state of Maharashtra.

A structured questionnaire was designed to collect primary data and was floated through Google
forms. The responses were collected from the tourists representing different demographic features. The
responses were collected from 100 respondents to understand their preferences.

The data was statistically analysed and the findings reveal that the policies designed by MTDC are in
line with the preferences of travellers and to cater to their needs and requirements.

Keywords: Tourism Trends, MTDC, MTDC Policies

Introduction: The phenomenon of tourism is
age old and is being followed or used by different
types of travellers. Traveling is done for various
reasons and the trend is shifting with changing
times. Thus, irrespective of the time, the tourism
industry is growing at a very fast pace.

The tourist activities and the travel has
multiple effects on the local population and the
destination, ranging from impact on society and
culture, economy, environment and political
scenario.

Tourism industry has proven to be one of the
fastest growing industries and still holding
tremendous potential for progress. Also, it adds to

the foreign exchange earnings of the nation and to
the GDP of locals. Thus, it is considered to be one
of the most significant industries for socio-
economic development of the country.

.As mentioned earlier, there are various
reasons for which people undertake traveling
activity. It is also referred to as Travel Motivators.
They are;

Recreation — Undertaken by people to relax
and rejuvenate during the break from routine.
Majority of the tourists travel for leisure during
holidays or vacations. It is a break from regular
routine.

Business —Another important reason for which
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people travel is Business. They are frequent
travellers and their travel plans are not bound with
seasons or destinations.

Cultural — cultural tourism promotes the local
culture and cultural exchanges between the locals
and the visitors. It is one of the main motivators for
travel.

Health — Taking various medical treatments is
the objective of health tourism or also referred to as
medical tourism.

Sports/ Adventure — This type of travel is
undertaken by people who are interested in sports
and adventurous activities.

Incentive Travel —This type of travel is
generally undertaken by the corporates who get the
travel vouchers or paid travel plans as reward or
incentive on achieving the given targets or
completing the goals in given time frame.

Benefits of Tourism

Economic - Tourism is a significant business
contributing to revenue and employment generation
for the region. It directly contributes to the GDP and
total foreign earnings. The allied industries also
provide employment and jobs along with the main
tourism industry. This phenomenon of generating
employment in multiple sectors and in multiple
aspects is known as Economic Multiplier effect.

Social & Cultural - Tourism activity
encourages exposure to various cultures and
exchange of cultures. The visitors carry varied
cultures to the destination across globe. The local
citizens can gain acquaintance of their verbal
communication art, talent, civilization etc. and vice-
a-versa.

Political: India stands as a developing country
in global trade. Tourism helps to represent the
country in various parts worldwide. It helps to give
the exposure to the country on global platform. This
helps in increasing the inflow of foreigners and
foreign exchange.

Tourism potential of India: India has a rich
cultural and historical heritage since thousands of
years. The diverse landforms and wide variety of
landforms and flora & fauna gives it a wide
environmental array. Apart from the conventional
types of tourism India still holds tremendous
potential in niche tourism and can use the same for
the development of the region.

Environmental miscellany: India is a
territory of wide natural attractions. It includes
snow covered mountains, rapid and smooth rivers,
lush green hills, deserts, dense forest offering a
wide spread of offerings for nature tourism.

Religious places: India is a country with
multiple religions, cultures and languages. It has
religious places of significance present in almost
every part of the country. Since it is a Hindu nation
by origin, we have majority of Hindu temples
across the country which are famous pilgrim places.
Tourists visit these destinations to offer their
prayers and services.

Art and architecture: India is one of the
oldest cultures on the earth. Naturally, it will have
rich heritage of various forms of art. It offers a wide
variety of music, dance, instrumental music and
dramatics. Architecture is an integral part of the
culture.

Tourism in Maharashtra: Maharashtra is the
third largest state of the nation. It has diverse
landforms, pilgrim places and wide array for the
tourists. The MTDC has initiated
“MAHARASHTRA UNLIMITED!” as the slogan
for the campaign to promote tourism in
Maharashtra. Maharashtra has very rich historical
past with significant dynasties ruling in
Maharashtra thus providing many historical places
and monuments being present here.

Maharashtra is a land of rich tradition, culture
and festivals and is a major tourist and trade
destination of India, drawing thousands of tourists
from across the world.

Maharashtra Tourism Development
Corporation (MTDC): MTDC - Mabharashtra
Tourism Development Corporation was established
in 1975 by Government of Maharashtra. MTDC
works as a central agency in developing and
promoting various tourism aspects related to
Maharashtra. It focuses on development of
accommodation and transport facilities in the state
and promotion of various destinations in the state.

Policies of MTDC to Promote tourism in
Maharashtra: Maharashtra offers a platter to the
tourists with varied interests. It is one of the few
regions in the world which has diversity in the
tourism products and experiences to offer at
multiple destinations in Maharashtra. MTDC has
the following

1. Identifying and promoting thrust sectors in
tourism

2. Promoting cruise tourism

3. Branding & Promoting various destinations
in Maharashtra

4. Encouraging the budding entrepreneurs and
ensure sustainable tourism

The further chapter of Review of Literature is
a secondary data collection and has reviewed
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research papers, research articles, books, reports
available in various media.

Literature Review: Vaishali Goel, Bhavana
Jaiswal (2008) in the research paper “Impact of
Socio-Demographic  Factors and Marketing
Strategies on Tourism Industry in India” seeks to
provide insights into how socio-demographic
factors can complement tourism industry and how
various marketing strategies help them to retain the
customers. The findings of this empirical study
shows that middle age, highly educated, business
and service class, males and even married couples
frequently avail the services of tourism industry.
The study concluded with the hope that various
marketing strategies will be helpful in future to
convert challenges into opportunities.

Ravichandran K (2008) in the research article
“Travellers’ Perception on Travel Service Providers
in Electronic Environment” specifically analyses
the perception of travellers on traditional
intermediaries and the internet facilitations for
marketing travel and tourism. The study reveals the
similarities as well as differences between the main
categories of travellers such as the tourists, business
travellers and additionally those who visited for
other purposes.

Bhaskar Rao (2007) in the research paper
“Tourist Perception towards Package Tours” intents
to examine the perception of tourists, domestic as
well as international, towards package tours. The
study identifies the motivators of tourism and the
relationship between the socio-demographic factors
of tourists and their preference towards package
tours. It finds the propensity of pleasure of a tourist
in package tour and considered it as the most
important motivator of tourism.

Michael Chiam, Geoffrey Soutar, Alvin Yeo’s
(2009) in the research article “Online and Off-line
Travel Packages Preferences: A Conjoint Analysis”
examines the impacts of a number of elements such
as price, package characteristics, travel agents and
a seal of approval in online and off-line
environments by using conjoint analysis. The
findings of the study reveal that price had the
biggest impact, although travel agent and airline
reputation and trustworthiness also impacted on
people’s preferences.

Elena Matei, Tamara Simons (2008) in the
research paper “India in Romanis’s Travel Packages
— An Analysis” examines in detail that India
penetrates with difficulty in Romania’s tourism
market even the country possessing strong cultural
heritage, icon attractions and central image in global

marketing. The study reviewed several researches into
the interaction between Romanian tour operating
companies with India’s travel packages via internet.

Ljiljana Stankovic, Jelena Petrovic (2007) in
the research article “Marketing of Tourism
Destinations of Nis” considers necessary
application of marketing in the development of
tourist destination offers. Special attention has been
paid to the application and development of integral
marketing with the aim to create and successfully
manage a brand of a tourist destination with special
consideration given to the city of Nis.

Arabi U (2007) in the research article “Online
Tourism Services in Developing Countries — Need
for Website Marketing Infrastructure” explains the
need to maintain and increase competitiveness of
online tourism through the development of websites
marketing in developing countries. It analyses the
objectives such as the inter relationship between
tourism and internet technology and strategies
towards E-Tourism environment. The article
recommends that the promotion of e-tourism is very
essential to make tourism industry more profitable.

Joaquin Alegre, Maria Sard’s (2006) in the
research paper “Tour Operator’s Price Strategies in
the Balearic Islands” analyses the package tours’
price strategies of tour operators by taking samples
from British and German tour operators. The paper
shows the existence of persistent differences in the
mean prices from tour operators, as well as price
distributions with different dispersion and shape
among tour operators and markets.

David Bowie, Jui Chi Chang (2005) in the
research paper “Tourist Satisfaction — A View from
a Mixed International Guided Package Tour” seeks
to identify the variables that are related to customer
satisfaction during a guided package tour service
encounter, including the role of the tour leader and
the service performance by suppliers. Data were
gathered through participant observation during a
mixed nationality tour of Scandinavian
destinations. The findings of the study indicate that
the tour leader is a significant determinant
psychologically, spiritually and practically in
influencing the success of the tour packages.

Nancy Chesworth (2000) in the research
article “Value and Uses of Study Tours: A Glorified
Vacation or A Valued Learning Experience?” has
observed that to be a true professional in the tourism
industry one must know what it is to be a tourist.
This study looks at the student study tour as a means
to enabling students to better understand tourists
and tourism, and the impact of the tour on the
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student's life and learning.

David Foster (2012) in the research paper
“Measuring Customer Satisfaction in the Tourism
Industry” seeks to outline the way in which
customer satisfaction has been measured in the
Australian tourism industry and the means by which
this could be developed further to provide a
measure of satisfaction with Australia as a
destination.

Research Methodology: The present study
was designed to undertake the study on tourism
development in Maharashtra with special reference
to Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation
(MTDC). The primary data was collected directly
from the tourists and the officials and staff at
(MTDC). Data regarding the tourist satisfaction
with the quality of the tour packages offered by
MTDC in Maharashtra and the Corporation’s
contribution to the tourist’s inflows in the state by
way of tour packages was collected with the help of
structured questionnaire. Literature review was
carried out to collect Secondary Data.

Data Analysis and Interpretation: Data
analysis was carried out with statistical methods of
calculating Average and Percentage from the
responses which were received as Primary Data.

Nationality and Gender Distribution

NATIONALITY

NATIONALITY DOMESTIC

FOREIGN

GENDER

MALE

GENDER FEMALE

The above figures show the nationality and
gender distribution in which 50 % domestic and 50
% foreign tourists visited the Maharashtra state

from which 60% are male and 40 % are female.
Age Distribution:

AGE GROUP
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The above figure shows the distribution of age
group. Highest number of tourists are from age
group of 40 to 60 (53%) who have visited the
Maharashtra state in comparison to other age
groups.

Occupation of Respondents:

OCCUPATION

The above figure depicts the distribution as per
the occupation of the respondents. The maximum
respondents (38%) are Salaried people, followed by
professionals (22%) and 17% are respondents who
travelled for business purpose and visited various
places in Maharashtra.

Income-wise Distribution:

INCOME
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The above graph reflects that maximum
respondents (36%) fall under the income group of
fifty thousand to one lakh, followed by 24%
respondents falling in the income bracket of one
lakh to two lakh fifty thousand and 18%
respondents are from the bracket of income above
two lakh fifty thousand.

Choice of Travel Companion:

TRAVEL COMPANION
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Maximum respondents prefer travelling with
spouse (33%) and friends (32%) followed by 28%
respondents prefer to travel with family.

Type of Tour Package

TYPE OF TOUR/ TOUR PACKAGE
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The above figure shows that maximum
travelers (33%) choose Wildlife Tours, 32%
respondents travel for Leisure followed by 20%
tourists traveling to Pilgrim places and remaining
respondents traveling for other reasons.

Source of Information

SOURCE OF INFORMATION
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As the above graph depicts, the major source
information for most of the respondents is through
friends and relatives (36%) followed by the travel
agents and other travel intermediaries (29%). The
other sources from which the travelers gather
information are MTDC website, electronic media
and print media.

Travel Motivators and Mode of Tour

TRAVEL MOTIVATORS
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It is evident from the above graph that the
major reason for people to travel is leisure and
business wherein 30% respondents affirm that,
followed by VFR (20%), pilgrimage (15%) and
other travel reasons. And maximum respondents
(50%) prefer to have package tours; self-organized
tours are done by (20%) and remaining respondents
go for other modes of tours.

Conclusion: The scientifically organized
structure of the Corporation, with effective marketing
department is successful in formulating and
implementing strategies. This helped the Organization to
contribute to the tourists’ inflows in the state.

The quality of the tour packages has good standards
and overall marketing strategy of Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation (MTDC).

There is no significant difference between the
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satisfaction levels of domestic and international tourists,

MTDC has focus on special health packages and
less importance to pilgrims, sports, adventure, wildlife,
culture packages.

The customers of the Corporation are from higher
income groups. To maximise markets coverage, MTDC
should expand the distribution networks, establish links
relationships with tour operator, marketing agents and
other intermediaries and by appointing new marketing
executives and personal selling groups in both national
and international markets.

In order to provide special care and attention for
attracting tourists to the organization, Maharashtra
Tourism Development Corporation (MTDC) should
establish more tourist reception and information centres,
accommodation units and helpline centres across the
globe.
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ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND GENDER JUSTICE:
A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE MUKHYAMANTRI MAJHI LADKI

BAHIN YOJANA
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Absract: This study aims to address the current problem by conducting a sociological evaluation of
the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, with a particular focus on: Assessing the economic and
social impact of the scheme on women beneficiaries in Nagpur City. Investigating how caste, class, and
geographical location influence access to and utilization of the scheme and also Exploring the role of the
scheme in promoting gender justice and enhancing women’s decision-making power within households
and communities. The Relevance of the Study explains how The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana
holds critical relevance in addressing the socio-economic challenges faced by women in Maharashtra,
contributing to broader goals of gender equality, poverty reduction, and inclusive development. This study
is essential for understanding the practical implications of the scheme and its potential to drive

transformative social change in urban settings like Nagpur City.
Key words: Gender justice, development scheme, Inclusive growth, marginalization, poverty

reduction.

Introduction: The Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana is a flagship welfare initiative
by the Maharashtra government aimed at fostering
economic empowerment and gender equality
among women. The scheme provides direct
financial assistance to women aged 21 to 65 from
economically weaker sections. By alleviating
financial stress, the program seeks to enable women
to play a more active role in household decision
making, enhance their participation in the
workforce, and reduce gender disparities in access
to resources. This initiative is not just a financial
support mechanism but also a step towards
promoting gender justice and addressing
intersecting inequalities faced by women based on
their socio-economic background. The scheme
targets vulnerable and marginalized women,
reflecting the government's commitment to
inclusive development and social welfare

Review of literature: The Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana can be analyzed through
multiple sociological lenses, offering insights into
how welfare policies influence social structures,
gender dynamics, and economic empowerment.
This section delves into four key sociological
theories that provide a comprehensive framework
for evaluating the scheme:

Feminist Theory: Feminist theory serves as
the cornerstone for analyzing welfare programs
aimed at women's empowerment. Rooted in the
belief that gender inequality is embedded within
societal institutions, feminist theory examines how
patriarchal structures limit women’s access to

economic, social, and political opportunities. The
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana aligns
with liberal feminist approaches that advocate for
policy reforms to promote gender equality. By
providing financial assistance directly to women,
the scheme challenges the traditional notion of male
breadwinners and empowers women to exercise
greater control over household finances.

Economic Empowerment: Feminist scholars
argue that economic dependency perpetuates
gender inequality. This scheme enhances women’s
financial autonomy, contributing to their broader
participation in the workforce and fostering self-
reliance.  Social Inclusion: The  scheme
acknowledges the gendered division of labor, where
women are often confined to unpaid domestic work.
By offering monetary support, it recognizes and
compensates women’s contributions to society.
Intersectional Feminism: Beyond gender, the
scheme addresses class, caste, and regional
disparities. Women from marginalized communities
are prioritized, reflecting the intersectional nature
of oppression. This ensures that economic benefits
reach those who are doubly marginalized by their
social identities. Variables: Gender equality,
financial independence, social inclusion, and access
to welfare resources.

Capability Approach (Amartya Sen):
Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach provides a
holistic framework for evaluating development
programs. Unlike traditional economic models that
emphasize income or GDP, Sen’s approach focuses
on expanding individuals’ capabilities — their real
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freedoms to achieve well-being and lead the lives
they value. The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana reflects this philosophy by not merely
addressing poverty but enhancing women’s abilities
to make choices and shape their futures. Freedom
and Choice: Financial assistance expands women’s
options, enabling them to pursue education,
healthcare, or entrepreneurial activities. This
empowerment fosters long-term development
rather than temporary relief. Agency and
Participation: Women are positioned as active
agents of change. The scheme’s design encourages
autonomy in decision making, fostering a sense of
self-worth and community participation. Removing
Barriers: The program identifies structural barriers
— lack of education, healthcare, and employment —
and attempts to dismantle them through targeted
financial support. Variables: Capability
development, economic security, and decision-
making power.

Welfare State Theory: The Welfare State
Theory underscores the state’s responsibility in
redistributing resources and ensuring social justice.
It posits that welfare programs are essential for
addressing inequalities and promoting collective
well-being. The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana exemplifies state intervention to rectify
gender and economic disparities. Redistribution of
Resources: By channeling state funds directly to
women, the scheme redistributes wealth and
reduces poverty. This aligns with the broader goal
of creating an equitable society where vulnerable
populations receive greater support. Reducing
Social Risk: Women, especially in rural areas, face
economic precarity. Welfare programs like this
provide a safety net, protecting them from
economic shocks, unemployment, or health crises.
Investing in Human Capital: Welfare theorists argue
that investing in women’s empowerment yields
intergenerational benefits. Educated and financially
independent women are more likely to invest in
their children’s education and health, breaking
cycles of poverty.

Intersectionality (Kimberlé Crenshaw):
Intersectionality highlights how overlapping social
identities — such as gender, caste, and class — create
unique experiences of discrimination and privilege.
The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana
acknowledges that not all women experience
oppression  equally. Targeting Marginalized
Groups: The scheme prioritizes women from
Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and
Other Backward Classes (OBC), ensuring that those

at the intersection of gender and caste
discrimination receive adequate support. Layered
Oppression: Rural women face greater challenges
than their urban counterparts. Limited access to
education, healthcare, and employment exacerbates
their vulnerability. The scheme tailors its outreach
to address these regional disparities. Localized
Implementation: Intersectionality informs the
decentralized approach of the scheme. By involving
local governance structures, the program adapts to
the specific needs of different communities.

Regional Context (Maharashtra and
Vidarbha): Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana: Policy Analysis (2023) Government of
Maharashtra, Welfare Department. This policy
document outlines the objectives, ligibility criteria,
and expected outcomes of the scheme. It highlights
the financial assistance provided to economically
disadvantaged women and its role in enhancing
gender equality in Maharashtra. Women’s
Economic Upliftment in Vidarbha: A Case Study
(2022) Joshi, R., & Deshmukh, A. — Journal of
Rural Development and Social Change. This case
study examines the socio-economic conditions of
women in Vidarbha, emphasizing the challenges
faced by rural and urban women. The findings align
with the goals of the Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana in
addressing poverty and promoting self-reliance.

Gender Disparities in Urban Maharashtra
(2021) Patil, S. — Economic and Political Weekly.
The article explores gender-based economic
disparities in urban centers like Nagpur. It
underscores the need for targeted welfare schemes
that address the financial vulnerabilities of women
in marginalized communities.

National Context (India-Wide Studies on
Women's Empowerment): National ~Women’s
Empowerment Schemes: Comparative Analysis
(2020) Kumar, V., & Rao, P. Indian Journal of
Public Policy. This comparative study reviews
major women-centric welfare schemes in India,
such as the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana. It draws parallels to
the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana,
focusing on financial independence and social
security. Financial Inclusion and Gender Justice in
India (2019) Sharma, M. — Journal of Gender
Studies. The paper highlights the role of direct
financial assistance in promoting economic
empowerment among women, reinforcing the
necessity of state-led interventions. State-Led
Welfare and Intersectionality (2021) Banerjee, N. —
Social Science Review. This article applies an
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intersectional lens to welfare policies, analyzing
how caste, class, and gender intersect to shape
access to resources. The study's insights are vital in
understanding the multi-dimensional impact of the
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana.

Statement of Problem: Women in India,
particularly those from economically disadvantaged
and marginalized communities, continue to face
significant socio-economic barriers that hinder their
progress toward financial independence and social
equality. Despite various welfare schemes
introduced at the national and state levels, the
persistent gender gap in income, education, and
employment  opportunities  highlights  the
inadequacy of existing interventions in addressing
the root causes of gender-based economic
inequality. The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana is a progressive step by the Maharashtra
government aimed at providing direct financial
assistance to women, empowering them to
overcome economic constraints and achieve greater
agency in their lives. However, there is limited
empirical evidence on the scheme’s effectiveness in
urban contexts, particularly in cities like Nagpur,
where diverse socio-economic conditions exist.

1. Economic Vulnerability: Women from
marginalized sections of society continue to
experience limited access to financial resources and
job opportunities. The scheme’s ability to alleviate
this vulnerability requires in-depth examination.

2. Awareness and Accessibility: While the
scheme is designed to be inclusive, awareness and
outreach issues may prevent eligible women from
fully benefiting, especially in urban slum areas and
peri-urban regions.

3. Intersectional ~ Disparities: ~ Women’s
experiences are shaped by caste, class, religion, and
geographic location. The scheme's effectiveness
across diverse social groups remains unclear,
necessitating a multi-dimensional analysis.

4. Implementation Challenges: Although the
policy framework is robust, implementation
challenges such as bureaucratic hurdles, lack of
transparency, and resource allocation inefficiencies
may limit the scheme’s impact.

Research Methodology: The study will take
place in Nagpur city, Maharashtra, where the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana has been
implemented. The research will be conducted in
various urban and semi-urban areas within the city,
ensuring that the diversity of socio-economic
backgrounds of the beneficiaries is represented.

Nagpur is an important urban center with diverse
socio-economic demographics, making it an ideal
location to study the implementation and impact of
the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana. This
research will be exploratory and descriptive in
nature, as it aims to explore the effects of the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana on
women's economic empowerment and gender
justice. The study will describe how the
beneficiaries experience the scheme and how it
shapes their educational, economic, and social
realities and this study will utilize the purposive
sampling as it is particularly effective for gathering
rich, in-depth information from participants who
are directly involved with the Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana. Sample Size is Given the
qualitative approach, a smaller but carefully
selected sample which is ideal. The sample will
consist of approximately 450 beneficiaries. This
sample size is sufficient to capture diverse
perspectives while maintaining depth in each
interview.
Field report:
Table no.1: Religious Composition of Respondents

Religion | No. of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Hindu 195 48.75%
Buddhist 110 27.5%
Muslim 75 18.75%
Christian 20 5.5%
Total 400 100%

The data reveals that Hindu women form the
majority (48.75%) of the beneficiaries, which aligns
with the general demographic pattern of the region.
Notably, Buddhist women (27.5%) outnumber
Muslims (18.75%), reflecting strong engagement
from Dalit-Buddhist communities, many of whom
fall under marginalized social categories. This
suggests that the scheme successfully reaches
women from historically disadvantaged religious
groups. The representation of Christians (5.54%)—
though minor—adds to the pluralistic outreach of
the policy. The diversity in religious affiliation
among respondents demonstrates the inclusive
orientation of the scheme, ensuring that no major
religious group is left behind.

Table no. 2: Caste-wise Distribution of Respondents

Caste Category Number of| Percentage
Respondents

Scheduled Caste (SC) 100 25%

Other Backward Class 185 46.25%
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(OBC)

Scheduled Tribe (ST) 10 2.5%

Unreserved (UR) 105 26.25%

Total 400 100%
(Source field data)

The above data clearly shows that the majority
of respondents (36%) belongs to OBC Castes,
indicating strong representation of marginalized
communities. Unreserved groups form the second-
largest group (26%), followed by SCs (25%). Only
2.5% of the respondents come from the ST category.

Table No. 3 : Occupation of Respondents

Occupation Number of | Percentage
Respondents (%)

Student 40 10%
Daily Wages 50 12.5%
Worker

Housewife 206 51.5%
Domestic 55 13.75%
Helper

Unemployed 49 12.25%
Total 400 100%

A majority of the respondents (51.5%) are
housewives, which is typical in many rural and
semi-urban areas where women may have limited
access to formal employment opportunities. A
significant number (12.25%) are unemployed,
reflecting the economic challenges women may
face in accessing employment or training
opportunities. The diversity in occupation types
reveals that while the majority of beneficiaries
might face economic challenges due to lack of
formal employment, the scheme can still offer
opportunities to women across different
occupational backgrounds.

Drawbacks of the scheme: Respondents
pointed out that at the beginning of the scheme, only
one woman per family was allowed to apply. Later,
it was revised to allow two applicants from a
family—one had to be an unmarried girl and the
other a married, widowed, divorced, abandoned, or
destitute woman. Because of this, in cases where
there were two unmarried sisters, both could not
apply, which many felt was unfair. They also shared
that the required family income should be less than
2.5 lakh per annum, which they believed was quite
low considering inflation and rising living costs.
Additionally, some felt the minimum age limit of 21
years was too high and suggested it should have

been 18. These restrictions meant that a few of their
acquaintances who were in need could not qualify,
leading to a sense of disappointment. While some
found the overall criteria understandable, these
limitations made the scheme feel less inclusive for
certain eligible women.

Not education friendly: Most respondents felt
that the scheme did not significantly impact their
educational prospects, especially given that a large
number of beneficiaries were either above the age
of 21 or had limited opportunities to pursue further
education due to personal or familial constraints.
Only a small section of the beneficiaries, around 8
women under the age of 30, felt they might have
benefited from educational advancement, but even
then, the amount of support was not enough to make
a substantial difference. Moreover, many of the
women felt that, while the financial aid provided
some degree of economic independence, the
amount offered was not large enough to bring about
major changes in their lives. Many respondents felt
that societal expectations and their gender often
prevented them from fully establishing autonomy
over these funds. Some women did not face this
issue and were able to use the financial aid with
more freedom, but for others, the economic
empowerment was limited.

No Assisting in learning skill development:
For the majority of beneficiaries, financial aid was
not sufficient to invest in skill development or
vocational training. Most respondents used the
funds for immediate needs such as household
expenses or education for their children, rather than
for pursuing additional training. However, a few
students and younger beneficiaries were able to use
the financial support to cover the costs of short-term
courses or skill development programs. These
individuals felt that the scheme had opened
opportunities to improve their skills and increase
their employability, although the financial aid was
not substantial enough to facilitate long-term or in-
depth training. Overall, the financial support helped
to some extent, but it was not enough to
significantly impact vocational or skill-based
growth for the majority of women.

No Support for income generated activity:
Most women shared that the amount was not
substantial enough to start any full-fledged income-
generating activity. However, some daily wage
workers stated that the amount was good and helped
them manage work-related expenses more
comfortably, such as purchasing tools, paying for
transport, or covering basic needs during days when

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 46


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

work was not available. Others used the money in
small but meaningful ways buying work materials
like cloth or utensils, paying for phone charges to
stay connected. A few homemakers noted that
although they didn’t directly use it for income
generation, it gave them a sense of financial
involvement and encouraged future work plans.
Overall, while it wasn’t sufficient for
entrepreneurial ventures, the amount was seen as
helpful support in sustaining or slightly improving
current income-generating activities.

Conclusion: Many women expressed that
receiving the financial assistance, though modest,
brought a sense of recognition and self-worth. It
was the first time for some of them to have money
deposited directly into their accounts, which gave
them a feeling of financial control, even if the
amount was small. For housewives especially, this
direct benefit made them feel seen and supported by
the government.

However, a few women shared that true
financial independence requires regular and
substantial income, which the scheme does not
provide. Still, the act of receiving money in their
name — without needing to depend on a male
family member — was empowering for many.
Women working on low wages found this support
reassuring and said it helped them feel a little more
secure and capable in managing small household
needs. So while it didn’t drastically change their
financial standing, it did contribute positively to

their self-image and confidence.
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Abstract: New Social Movements (NSMs) in India have arisen as a powerful response to the
inadequacies of conventional political structures and economic paradigms. These movements are not new
and they aim to address a wide range of issues including socio-economic-political injustice,
environmental degradation, gender inequality and also human rights violations. These movements have
taken place in all parts of India before and after Independence. The notable ones took place in Maharashtra
under Shahu Maharaj, Mahatma Phule and Ambedkar. Maharashtra, a state known for its progressive
history and active civil society, several significant NSMs have shaped the discourse on justice and equity.
This paper explores the concept of NSMs in India with an in-depth focus on Maharashtra through
prominent case studies such as the Dalit Panther Movement, Narmada Bachao Andolan, Save Aarey
Movement, and the Anti-SEZ movement in Raigad. By analysing their genesis, ideological underpinnings,
modes of protest, achievements, and setbacks, this study highlights the evolving nature of social
mobilization in India. The paper also engages with relevant academic literature and debates, critically

reflecting on the transformative potential and limitations of NSMs.
Keywords: New Social Movements, Maharashtra, Dalit Panthers, Environmental Movements, Civil
Society, Adivasi Rights, Land Rights, Identity Politics.

Introduction: New Social Movements signify
a transformation in how collective action is
organized and articulated in contemporary
societies. Unlike traditional social movements
which were often based on economic class divisions
and headed by political parties or trade unions,
NSMs emphasize the politics of identity, culture,
rights, and environmental sustainability. They
advocate for participatory democracy and often
operate outside the formal political arena,
challenging  state-centric  development and
promoting inclusive governance.

In India, the rise of NSMs since the 1970s
reflects a response to the disillusionment with state-
led development and representative politics. These
movements are frequently spearheaded by
marginalized communities including Dalits,
Adivasi’s, women, and urban poor, demanding
recognition, rights, and justice. Maharashtra, with
its deep-rooted history of social reform movements
led by figures like Jyotirao Phule, Shahu Maharaj
and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, continues to be a fertile
ground for progressive activism. This paper focuses
on key movements from Maharashtra to illustrate
the broader trajectory of NSMs in India.

Review of Literature: The literature on New
Social Movements spans several disciplines
including sociology, political science,
anthropology, and cultural studies. One of the
earliest contributors to the understanding of NSMs
was Alain Touraine (1985), who emphasized the

cultural and identity-oriented aspects of these
movements. According to Touraine, NSMs are not
simply about material gains but about redefining
societal values, norms, and collective identities.

In the Indian context, Rajni Kothari (1984)
played a pioneering role in recognizing the
emergence of non-party political formations. The
analysis stressed that these movements represent a
democratic impulse that is critical of both the state
and market forces. Kothari argued that such
movements are rooted in a moral vision of politics
and often emerge in response to the failure of
institutional mechanisms.

Gail Omvedt's (1994) work brought a critical
Dalit and feminist perspective into the mainstream
analysis of social movements. Her scholarship
emphasized that movements led by Dalits,
Adivasi’s, and women are not merely demands for
inclusion but radical rejections of hierarchical and
exclusionary social structures. Omvedt framed
these as revolutionary struggles aiming to transform
the foundations of Indian democracy.

Arturo Escobar (1992), through his idea of
“post-development,” brought an international lens
to the understanding of NSMs. He argued that many
grassroots movements reject not just specific
development projects but the very paradigm of
Westernized  development  imposed  upon
indigenous societies. His work resonates deeply
with Indian environmental movements like the
Narmada Bachao Andolan, which question the
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developmental logic that justifies displacement and
ecological degradation. Also relates to habitats
taken away in the name of development and
uprooting without relocations and compensations.

Anil Nauriya and Arundhati Roy have
provided extensive critiques of state-led
development in India. Roy, in particular, has
chronicled the Narmada Bachao Andolan in her
essays such as The Cost of Living, arguing that such
movements represent the conscience of a nation in
the face of economic rationality and political
repression. Nauriya’s work (2007) examines how
resistance to development-induced displacement
fits into a larger narrative of democratic rights and
social justice.

Ramachandra  Guha  has  contributed
significantly to environmental history and the study
of ecological movements in India. In his work,
Guha differentiates between ‘environmentalism of
the poor’ and ‘bourgeois environmentalism,’
arguing that movements like those by tribal and

rural communities are fundamentally tied to
survival and justice, unlike middle-class
environmentalism which often focuses on

aesthetics and consumer values.

Ashis Nandy adds another dimension by
analysing NSMs through the lens of cultural
resistance. He suggests that these movements often
seek to preserve traditional ways of life, local
knowledge systems, and non-modern forms of
existence, thereby challenging the homogenizing
tendencies of modernity and globalization.

Amita Baviskar's detailed ethnographic
studies, especially In the Belly of the River (2004),
provide ground-level insights into the lives of
Adivasi communities affected by development. She
integrates local narratives with macro-political
analysis, showing how NSMs negotiate with both
the state and civil society. Her work is invaluable
for understanding the intersections of ecology,
culture, and resistance.

Anand Teltumbde (2018) critiques the co-
optation of Dalit politics by mainstream parties and
neoliberal agendas. His analysis underscores how
NSMs, particularly those rooted in caste
consciousness, must maintain their ideological
clarity to avoid being diluted or instrumentalized.

Thus, the literature points toward several
converging themes in NSMs: identity and cultural
politics, resistance to neoliberal development, the
role of grassroots leadership, and the increasing
reliance on legal and transnational frameworks.
However, it also reveals gaps—particularly in

region-specific studies that contextualize these
movements within localized histories and socio-
economic conditions. The case studies from
Maharashtra presented in this paper seek to fill that
lacuna and further the discourse by offering
empirically grounded insights.

Case Studies in Maharashtra:

1. Dalit Panther Movement (1972-1980):
Inspired by the American Black Panther Party, the
Dalit Panther Movement emerged in Maharashtra in
the early 1970s to counter caste-based oppression
and assert Dalit identity with dignity. Founded by
Shri Namdeo Dhasal, J.V. Pawar, and others in
Mumbai, it was a radical departure from the
moderate approaches of older Dalit political
organizations.

The Objectives were to:i) Combat caste-
based violence and social discrimination. ii)
Promote Dalit consciousness and Ambedkarite
ideology. iii) Reject the Brahminical and upper-
caste domination of institutions.

Tactics used:i) Use of literature and poetry as
protest (Dalit Sahitya). ii) Street protests and public
demonstrations. iii) Alliances with leftist and
working-class organizations.

Impact: The movement played a key role in
reshaping Dalit identity politics and inspired similar
mobilizations across India. Despite its internal
ideological splits and eventual dissolution, it left a
lasting legacy in Indian socio-political thought.

2. Narmada Bachao Andolan (1985-
Present): Though pan-Indian in scale, the Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA) had significant traction in
Maharashtra's tribal belts. Led by Ms. Medha
Patkar, this movement opposed the construction of
the Sardar Sarovar Dam, which displaced thousands
of Adivasis and marginalized communities. It
attracted people from diverse groups to voice their
opinions and build a strong base and solidarity.

The Objectives were to: i) Halt the dam
construction and prevent forced displacement. ii)
Promote alternative models of development. iii)
Secure rehabilitation and compensation for affected
people.

Tactics:: 1) Legal interventions (filing PILs in
the Supreme Court). ii) Hunger strikes and
padyatras (marches). iii) National and international
solidarity campaigns.

Its Impact:: Though unable to stop the
building of the dam, NBA succeeded in bringing the
issue of development-induced displacement into
public debate and policy reforms. It also pioneered
the use of the judiciary as a site of resistance.

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com /49


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

3. Save Aarey Movement (2018—Present):
This urban environmental movement began as a
citizens’ protest against the cutting of over 2,000
trees in Aarey Forest in Mumbai for the Metro car
shed project. Although initially the construction
work did stop and government declared change of
location, today the metro station is constructed and
is functional from the very place.

The Objectives were: i) Protect Aarey’s
biodiversity and tribal lands. ii) Challenge
environmentally unsound urban development. iii)
Stop the infrastructure development inside the
forest land and save biodiversity.

Tactics: 1) Online petitions and social media
campaigns. ii) Sit-ins, peaceful protests, and “tree
hugging.” iii) Collaboration with environmental
scientists and legal experts.

Its Impact: The movement galvanized urban
youth and middle-class citizens, leading to a
temporary stay on the project and state
reconsideration. It highlighted the potential of
digital activism and urban environmentalism.

4. Anti-SEZ Movement in Raigad (2005-
2010): This movement opposed the establishment
of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in Raigad by the
Reliance group, which required land acquisition
from farmers.

The Objectives were: i) Resist forced land
acquisition under the SEZ Act. ii) Ensure local
communities' rights to land and livelihood. iii)
Keeping the land and ecosystem in safer hands.

Tactics: i) Mobilization of farmers and gram
sabhas. i) Legal petitions and awareness
campaigns. iii)) Coordination with Left and civil
society groups.

Its Impact: Following sustained protests and a
referendum, the SEZ project was scrapped. The
movement demonstrated the strength of
decentralized rural resistance against corporate
encroachment.

Discussion: These case studies demonstrate
that several NSMs in Maharashtra have evolved
from confrontational street politics (as seen with the
Dalit Panthers) to complex engagements with law,
media, and transnational activism (as seen in the
Narmada Bachao Andolan and Save Aarey
Movement). Several key themes emerge:

1) Identity and Assertion: The centrality of
caste, tribal, and ecological identities in articulating
resistance.

2) Legal and Institutional Engagement:
Movements increasingly engage with courts and
legislative mechanisms rather than relying solely on

mass protest.

3) Media and Technology: Digital platforms
now play a pivotal role in narrative framing and
mobilization, expanding reach and visibility.

4) Democratic Deepening: These movements
expand the boundaries of democracy by asserting
rights outside electoral politics.

5) State Repression and Co-optation:
Movements often face criminalization,
surveillance, or co-optation, which test their
resilience and ideological coherence.

Conclusion: New Social Movements in India,
especially in  Maharashtra, represent a
transformative force in the country’s democratic
and developmental discourse. While they often
emerge in reaction to specific grievances, they
signify deeper contestations around justice,
recognition, and the rights. Maharashtra’s unique
socio-political legacy and active civil society have
made it a vibrant arena for such movements. From
the streets of Mumbiai to the forests of Raigad, these
movements continue to challenge hegemonic power
and advocate for inclusive alternatives. However,
their future success will depend on their ability to
remain autonomous, intersectional, and adaptive in
the face of rising authoritarianism, corporate
dominance, and environmental crises.

From a researcher’s standpoint, the study of
New Social Movements (NSMs) in India—
particularly in Maharashtra—offers a fertile ground
for examining the intersections of identity,
resistance, and alternative democratic practices in
the postcolonial context. These movements reveal
how marginalized communities and concerned
citizens reconfigure the political sphere beyond
formal party politics, engaging in what Nancy
Fraser calls a “subaltern counter public.” The
empirical cases studied—ranging from the radical
identity politics of the Dalit Panthers to the
ecologically driven Save Aarey campaign—reflect
the diversity and adaptability of NSMs in
responding to the ever-evolving socio-political
landscape of India.

What distinguishes these movements is not
merely their opposition to state policies or
developmental models, but their broader challenge
to hegemonic narratives of modernity, growth, and
governance. For instance, while the Narmada
Bachao Andolan critiques the paradigm of dam-
centric development, it simultaneously proposes a
moral critique of displacement and ecological
erasure. Similarly, the Anti-SEZ movement in
Raigad does not only protect agrarian land rights
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but reclaims the very notion of citizenship by
demanding  democratic  consultation  and
accountability in state decisions.

From a theoretical lens, Maharashtra’s NSMs
illustrate the ways in which global paradigms—
such as Escobar’s “post-development” or
Touraine’s “societal self-production”—manifest in
localized forms shaped by caste hierarchies,
historical memory, and regional political cultures.
The Dalit Panther Movement, in particular,
demonstrates how radical social theory can be
reinterpreted through the lived experiences of caste
violence and resistance, giving rise to unique
articulations of subaltern agency. In contrast, the
Save Aarey movement, largely urban and middle-
class in composition, exemplifies the rise of
environmentally conscious digital mobilization,
signalling a new wave of urban NSMs that blend
offline and online activism. Also underlying the
presence of civil society in keeping an eye on
governments programs.

A recurring challenge for these movements,
however, lies in their sustainability and coherence.
The risk of fragmentation, co-optation by political
parties, or de-politicization through legal
procedurals often dilutes their transformative
potential. Moreover, state responses—ranging from
surveillance and legal intimidation to symbolic
concessions—test their resilience. The interface of
NSMs with judiciary, media, and transnational
advocacy networks shows both opportunities for
scaling up and the risk of shifting away from
grassroots realities.

Thus, NSMs in Maharashtra and across India
are not monolithic but constitute a plural and
contested field of democratic experimentation.
They reflect a deeper crisis in India's development
model and political representation, while

simultaneously offering glimpses of alternative
imaginaries rooted in justice, ecology, and dignity.
For scholars and practitioners alike, these
movements demand a rethinking of what constitutes
political action, who speaks for the people, and how
democracy can be radically reimagined from below.

In conclusion, NSMs in Maharashtra serve not
only as sites of protest but as laboratories of
democratic innovation. Their continued relevance
depends on their ability to remain inclusive,
intersectional, and critically self-reflective. As India

grapples with deepening inequalities,
environmental  precarity, and  democratic
backsliding, these movements will remain
indispensable to any project of social
transformation.
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Abstract: This paper critically examines the interplay between caste and class in India, tracing their
historical evolution from ancient to contemporary times. Drawing on foundational Hindu texts such as the
Vedas, Dharmashastras, and Puranas, the study explores how Varna and jati systems institutionalized caste
hierarchies, reinforced through customs like Anuloma and pratiloma marriages. It investigates how
Buddhism, Jainism, and rulers like Ashoka challenged these structures, while the Gupta era re-entrenched
them. The paper further analyses the impact of Islamic rule, colonial administration, and orientalist
scholarship in shaping caste and class distinctions. Post-Independence reforms and the liberalization era
post-1991 are evaluated to understand the persistence of caste alongside emerging class dynamics.
Through a historical and sociological lens, the paper argues that caste and class, though analytically
distinct, are deeply interwoven in practice, sustaining hierarchies of privilege and exclusion. By examining
key moments of resistance, codification, and transformation, the research highlights the resilience of caste
within modern class-based frameworks and underscores the need for intersectional approaches to social

Justice in India.
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Introduction: The Indian subcontinent has
long been characterized by complex systems of
social stratification, particularly the notions of class
and caste, which continue to shape the socio-
economic and political landscape. While caste is
often seen as a uniquely Indian hierarchical system,
class reflects broader economic divisions found
globally. Yet in India, both systems have historically
intertwined, reinforced, and at times contradicted
each other. To understand this interplay, one must
delve into the foundational texts and practices that
structured Indian society—ranging from the Vedas,
Dharmashastras, and Puranas to the epics and legal
codes—and explore how social norms such as
anuloma (hypergamy) and pratiloma (hypogamy)
marriages entrenched these divisions. The
intersections of class and caste cannot be fully
grasped without considering the influences of
Buddhism, Jainism, the Mauryan and Gupta
Empires, the Islamic era, colonial rule, and the
transformations of post-Independence India before
and after the economic reforms of 1991. The earliest
codifications of social stratification appear in the
Rig Veda, where the Purusha Sukta hymn
introduces the concept of varna, the four-fold
division of society: Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas
(warriors), Vaishyas (traders), and Shudras
(servants). While these categories were initially
fluid and function-based, over time, especially
through the interpretations in the Dharmashastras
and Puranas, they evolved into rigid caste-based

identities. The Dharmashastras, particularly the
Manusmriti, codified caste hierarchy with explicit
injunctions about duties, purity, pollution, and inter-
caste relations. Anuloma marriages, which allowed
upper-caste men to marry lower-caste women, were
tolerated to a degree, while pratiloma marriages—
lower-caste men marrying upper-caste women—
were strongly condemned, reflecting both caste
rigidity and gendered power hierarchies. The notion
of jati, or birth-based sub-caste, eventually
overshadowed the varna framework, fragmenting
society into thousands of endogamous groups.
Unlike varna, jatis were localized and occupational,
suggesting a more complex and flexible interaction
between economic functions and social status.
However, this flexibility was largely theoretical, as
mobility remained rare and jatis were enforced
through social customs, religious prescriptions, and
legal sanctions.

The age of the Buddha (6th century BCE) and
the rise of Jainism presented significant critiques of
the caste system. Both religious movements
rejected Brahmanical orthodoxy and ritualism,
emphasizing karma, non-violence, and spiritual
egalitarianism. The Buddha admitted people from
all castes into the Sangha, while Mahavira
promoted asceticism over social status. Yet despite
their inclusive philosophies, neither Buddhism nor
Jainism fully dismantled caste in practice; rather,
they created parallel communities that maintained
hierarchical distinctions internally. Ashoka, the
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Mauryan emperor, adopted Buddhism and
emphasized dhamma (moral law) over caste,
advocating for social welfare and respect for all
religious sects. His inscriptions speak of
compassion and tolerance but do not directly
challenge caste as a social institution.

During the Gupta period (circa 320-550 CE),
Hindu revivalism led to the re-entrenchment of
Brahmanical orthodoxy. Sanskritization of social
and religious practices reinforced varna ideology,
and the caste system became more deeply
embedded in rural and urban life. Temples, land
grants to Brahmins, and religious texts all
contributed to the sanctification of caste
hierarchies. Economic roles began to mirror
religious status more rigidly, cementing the overlap
between caste and class. The Gupta period’s
reestablishment of caste as divine order through the
Puranas and legal codes reaffirmed social
immobility as a religious duty (dharma).

The medieval period introduced Islamic rule in
large parts of India, which brought new dynamics
into the caste-class equation. Islamic rulers,
particularly under the Delhi Sultanate and the
Mughal Empire, did not actively promote caste but
often worked within the existing social hierarchies
for administrative convenience. Converts to Islam
from lower castes sought social mobility and escape
from caste oppression, but caste-like practices
persisted among Indian Muslims. The emergence of
caste-based divisions among Muslims—Ashrafs
(noble origin), Ajlafs (commoners), and Arzals
(Dalits)—illustrates the persistence of caste idioms
even in an ostensibly egalitarian religion.
Additionally, Islamic rulers' patronage created new
elites and economic classes, complicating the
relationship between wealth, power, and traditional
caste hierarchies.

Colonial rule fundamentally altered the
interplay between caste and class by reifying and
institutionalizing caste through administrative
practices. The British census operations from 1871
onwards required rigid caste classifications,
effectively freezing fluid social identities into fixed
categories. British administrators, influenced by
orientalist scholarship, viewed caste as a racial and
hereditary system. Simultaneously, the colonial
economy created a new class of intermediaries—
zamindars, professionals, and English-educated
elites—who often belonged to upper castes but
were economically distinct from the traditional
priestly class. Missionary and reform movements
targeted caste injustices, and social reformers like

Jyotirao Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Periyar
launched critical attacks on Brahmanical
dominance, advocating for both caste annihilation
and economic redistribution.

Ambedkar’s analysis of caste and class in India
highlighted the difference between social status and
economic position. He argued that caste is not
merely a division of labor but a division of
laborers—a system that fragments society and
restricts economic mobility. In contrast to Marxist
class struggle, Ambedkar saw caste as a unique
form of graded inequality that inhibits solidarity
among the oppressed. While the Indian National
Congress under Gandhi viewed caste reform
through the lens of varna dharma and spiritual
purity, Ambedkar demanded legal and political
abolition of caste, culminating in the inclusion of
caste-based protections and reservations in the
Indian Constitution.

Post-Independence India witnessed attempts to
blur caste boundaries through land reforms,
affirmative action, and political democratization.
However, the persistence of caste-based
inequalities revealed the limitations of class-based
developmental strategies. In the post-1991
liberalization era, economic growth created a new
middle class that was ostensibly meritocratic and
class-based. Yet caste continued to shape access to
education, employment, and capital. The expansion
of private education and employment sectors often
bypassed affirmative action, reinforcing -caste
privilege under the guise of class mobility.
Moreover, political mobilizations around caste
identities—such as the rise of the Bahujan Samaj
Party—illustrated that caste remained a potent force
in democratic politics, often overlapping with but
not reducible to class.

Conclusion: In contemporary India, the
distinction between caste and class remains blurred
but significant. While class is theoretically mobile
and economic, caste is birth-based and social,
though the two often coalesce. Upper castes are
overrepresented among the  economically
privileged, while Dalits and Adivasis continue to
face structural disadvantages despite economic
advancements. Intersectional inequalities—where
caste, class, gender, and religion interlock—
complicate both academic analysis and policy
interventions. The resilience of caste in modern
institutions, from corporate boardrooms to
matrimonial ads, suggests that caste is not an
anachronism but a dynamic force adapting to
modernity. The history of social stratification in
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India reveals that caste and class are not isolated
phenomena but interlinked systems that shape and
reinforce each other. From Vedic texts and
Dharmashastras to colonial censuses and neoliberal
capitalism, the evolution of caste and class reflects
deeper tensions between hierarchy and mobility,
tradition and modernity, ritual status and material
power. Understanding their interplay requires not
only historical inquiry but also a commitment to
dismantling the social and ideological structures
that sustain inequality.
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Abstract: ‘Educational Technology’ gives importance to teaching principles rather than learning
principles on the basis of which we find that how educational technology influences a teacher. Teaching
having the rights of educational technology can analyse the behaviour of students. Teacher can analyse
the behaviour of student in the class, at home, at the playground and with his mates and friends. It is easier
to understand him after analysing his behaviour. After which desired changes can be made to his behaviour.
We can say that teacher can study the behaviour of his students through technology, he can understand
them and can try to improve them. Therefore technology provides strength to this phase of education.
Teacher should have the knowledge of behaviour, its analysis and the techniques for its improvement along

with the course content. Education technology makes a teacher capable in this area.
Keywords: Programming of Teaching, Educational Technique, Teaching Methodology.

Introduction: The utility of technology is
increasing day by day. Every country in the world
is adopting it. The utility of technology in India is
not an old concept. In India, this concept is being
more important in terms of education. Kothari
Commission (1966) commented, in the last few
years in India, enough attention has been paid
towards re-origin of class teaching or the re-
originating techniques. The primary goal of
fundamental education is to bring revolutionary
changes to the entire environment and activities of
primary schools and overall development of mind,
body and soul of the child. The importance utility
of technology has also been proved in this respect.

Meaning and Definitions of Technology: The
word ‘technology’ is derived from the Greek words
‘technic’ (meaning art or skill) and ‘logia’ (meaning
science or study). Thus, technology is the science or
study of an art or skill. Following are some of the

important definitions of technology:

Hierra, A (1973): Technology is the set of
instruments and skills which are used to satisfy the
needs of the community.

Page, T (1976): Technology is the application
of scientific knowledge to a practical purpose
(problem).

Educational Technology is a system in
education in which machines, materials, media,
men and methods are interrelated and work together
for the fulfilment of specific educational objectives.
Educational Technical conventional scientific basis
to the idea of teaching art to provide technical,
academic effects of various policies, methods and
devices is controlled through, develops and
manufactures effective teaching process. Thus, it is
moving always toward achieving educational goals.

Jacquetta Bloomer (1973), “Educational
Technology is the application of scientific
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knowledge about learning to practical learning
situations.”

G. O M. Leith (1967), “Educational
Technology is the systematic application of
scientific knowledge about teaching-learning and
conditions of learning to improve the efficiency of
teaching and training.”

Shiv. K. Mitra (1968), “Educational
Technology can be conceived as a science of
techniques and methods by which educational goals
could be realized.”

Objectives: i) Know the use of educational
methods. ii) Know about the lesson planning. iii)
Know about the teaching strategies. iv) Understand
the direction and consultation.

Teaching Technology: i) It is a subsystem of
educational technology. ii) It concerned with the
systematization of the process of teaching. iii) It
provides necessary theory and practice for the
teachers to bring improvement in the task of
teaching. iv) Teaching cannot be treated as a sum
total of certain teaching skills. v) Teacher has to
play the role of a technician by learning the art and
science of teaching. - do his job effectively.

Characteristics of Teaching Technology: a)
Teaching is a scientific process and its major
components are content, communication and
feedback. b) There is a close relationship between
teaching and learning. ¢) It is possible to modify and
improve and develop the teaching-learning
activities. d) The terminal behaviour of the learner,
in terms of learning structures, can be established
by appropriate teaching environment. ¢) Teaching
skills can be developed and strengthened by means
of feedback devices with or without sophisticated
techniques. f) Pre-determined learning objectives
can be achieved by designing suitable learning
activities. g) Use of achievement motivation
techniques enhances the output of the teacher and
the learner.

Education technology provides teachers the
scientific knowledge in terms of teaching
approaches, teaching strategies and teaching
methods and helps teacher in the following way-

Helpful in Use of Educational Approaches:
Teacher can distinguish between the teaching
approaches on the basis of educational technology
and can check which approach can be utilized in
which situation such as hardware, software or
system analysis. By using these, teachers and
students will be able to use their time, efforts and
resources in a right way. Its specific trait is — more
teaching in less time with less efforts.

Use of Educational Strategies: With the help
of educational technology, teacher uses such
strategies by which he can attain his objectives and
can bring desired changes to the students’
behaviour. It increases teacher’s working passion
and teaching skills.

Use of Educational Methods: It is necessary
for teacher that students take interest in his teaching.
For this, it is necessary to develop skills and
excellence in this area. Teaching methods are such
means by using which students starts taking interest
in the lesson, study material becomes clearer to
them and they become able to learn the course
content in a simple and easy way. Teaching methods
are mainly used to make teaching more interesting,
effective and successful but it is not possible
without educational technology.

Helpful in Making Effective Teacher-
Student Communication: Communication is the
backbone of education. Both the education and
teaching  cannot be  imagined  without
communication. The meaning of communication is
sharing of information and ideas to each other.
Education and teaching are impossible without
sharing of information and ideas. As a teacher, you
say something to your principle or students and
students tells you something or reply or principles
gives order after calling you, praises or criticizes. It
means communication process is running so it can
said that communication is that process in which a
people mutually share their knowledge,
expressions, ideas etc. and to understand the ideas
and information thus obtained and use to send them.
Communication is the backbone of education. A
teacher creates a good communication by using the
following material:

1. Printed material: News Paper, Journal,
Work Books, Dictionary, Encyclopaedia, Atlas,
Books, Hands out, Chart, poster, diagram, graph
etc.

2. Un-printed material: Radio, Tape
recorder, Overhead projector, Filmstrip projector,
Television, Computer Internet, Video text, Video
disk, Teleconferencing.

All these are developed by education
technology and by using these, teacher makes his
teaching more effective by developing his
personality.

Helpful in status-quo Education: It is helpful
in status quo education in artificial situation. In this,
desired changes are brought to learner’s behaviour
keeping spontaneity through sequential and
collective learning experience. Developed by
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educational technology, this method has been used
to make teaching effective.

Helpful in Developing Educational Skills: It
is necessary for a teacher to understand the meaning
of educational skills, to be aware of their intentions
and is capable to get right on them, only then he can
become a good and efficient teacher. Skills are
categorized through educational technology. Some
of the important teaching skills are: 1) Introduction
skills. 2) Discovery questioning skills. 3)
Clarification skills. 4) Stimulus modification skills.
5) Reinforcement skills. 6) Instance skills. 7) Class
arrangement skills.

With these, teacher can achieve efficiency by
developing himself and can make his teaching more
effective.

Helpful in Making Lesson-Planning:
Teaching is primary function of teacher but even
efficient teachers fail without lesson planning.
Teacher explains the knowledge achieved by the
students, innovative knowledge, questioning
method, media, material etc. that which
achievement he has to attain and by which media,
these can be achieved as a result of class activities
in a period of time.

Helpful in Effective Research Study: Today,
we have Communicate with other countries. It is
determined through technology what’s going in the
research of the same subject as is going in the
research of that subject in our country. A
comparative analysis is done on all the subjects
whether it is T.V., radio, Internet, literature etc. In
today’s scientific age, without educational
technology it is impossible to move forward a single
in the areas such as education, research, medical
science, physical science, bio-science, maths etc. so
the honour for developing scientific views in
teacher for researches goes to educational
technology.

Helpful in Developing Scientific Views: The
importance of educational technology has been
increased in teacher in the development of scientific
view. Teacher can develop scientific views in
himself as well as in students through various
technologies. Inspection is included in the scientific
knowledge. Students consider any knowledge to be
true when it meets right on the sense-experiential
test. With scientific views, students considers such
things to be correct which are objective. The
meaning of objectiveness is that anybody can
achieve that view. This view depends on the belief,
logic and character of checker.

Helpful in Direction and Consultation
Process: When teacher directs and consulates then
it becomes very necessary to be a person having
specific abilities. For this, he has to go through
various steps so that he can provides benefits to
students such as oriented talks, interview,
Psychological testing, analysis of school life, health
testing, final interview, construction conference,
accounts writing and follow-up. If teacher has the
support of educational technology in collecting
these steps properly then he definitely gets success.

Helpful in Effective Assessment: Teaching is
controlled by the teacher. He determines that to
what extent and how many objective achieved by
him? How much effective are the methods of
teaching  management,  organizations  and
progressions provided by him? Thus teacher uses
assessment and measurement to check the
efficiency of his teaching. As an organizer, teacher
perform the following three main activities for
controlling teaching- i) Assessment of learning
system. ii) Measurement of learning. iii) Organizing
through learning objectives.

Conclusions: The fact is that educational
technology instructs and helps teacher in his
activities at every phase, every aspect and at every
step whether it is lesson planning, selection of
teaching points, selecting good methods of teaching
or to understand students or to resolve his teaching
problems and to develop his teaching management.
Today, teacher cannot move forward even a single
step without educational technology.
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THE ACTUAL PROBLEM OF HEALTH AMONG RURAL AREAS
WOMEN: THE NEED FOR BETTER AND AFFORDABLE

HEALTH SERVICES
Tithi Paul, Research Scholor, Sociology, Adamas University, Barasat, North 24 parganas, West Bengal.

According to WHO (1948) 'Health is a state of
completely physical, mental, social wellbeing and
not merely absence of disease or infirmity'. In
women’s case the health issue is not merely a
medical or physical phenomenon, but it is a
complex social phenomenon. THE Effect of
patriarchy system also great influence on the
medical and health care system on women. The
health of women has been neglected for a long time.
According to C.S.W (commission on the status of
women)1974, reported after three years survey ' All
the available evidence leads us to conclude that high
female mortality rate and decreasing female ratio
after every census is due to the consistent neglect of
Female Health.” The relationship between the
health care attitude and status of women in society
in the integral part of our cultural system. INDIA is
one of the few countries where males significantly
outnumber females (933 females for 1000 males),
and its Maternal mortality rate in rural areas is
among the World’s highest. Women experienced
with malnutrition, anaemia, infectious disease and
illness more than men and less likely to receive
timely medical treatment. Women especially poor
and rural women often trapped in cycle of ill health
exacerbated by child bearing and hard physical
labour.

INDIA is one of the few countries where males
significantly outnumber females (933 females for
1000 males), and its Maternal mortality rate in rural
areas is among the World’s highest. Women
experienced with malnutrition, anaemia, infectious
disease and illness more than men and less likely to
receive timely medical treatment. Women
especially poor and rural women often trapped in
cycle of'ill health exacerbated by child bearing and
hard physical labour. "Women in developing
countries are often in poor health and overburdened
with work, they are tired, most are anaemic, and
many suffer from malnutrition and chronic ill health
from lack of personal attention and adequate health
care especially during pregnancy and child birth.
Early marriage, teenage pregnancy, repeatedly child
bearing, ignorance, poverty, and manual labour.

The Global Commission on women’s Health
of the World Health Organization(WHO)was
established in1992.1ts objectives is to accelerate

action at the national and international level to
improve women’s health as their fundamental
human right. Among the many areas of action such
as nutrition, reproductive health, violence against
women, ageing, lifestyle related condition of
women and work environment, nutrition and
reproductive health are the only ones that have
researched and there are many areas where research
has to be done. The benchmark global agreement to
eliminate gender inequities, contained in the United
Nations Conventions on the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination against Women was
developed.

The relationship between the health care
attitude and status of women in society is the
integral part of our cultural system. Davis and Blake
(1974) stated that “The cultural norms that
particularly affect women’s health are the attitude
to marriage, age of marriage, the values attached to
fertility and sex of the child, attitude of family
planning and the ideal role demanded of the women
within family organization and social conventions.
They determine her place within the family, the
degree of her access to medical care, education,
nutrition etc.

It has been obvious that, after independence,
although the Government of India has made
considerable efforts to initiate and implement the
health policies for women and children, such as to
formulate ‘separate division 'in  planning
commission for women and children, in
1978,’Health for all by 2000 AD", in 1983 to enact
comprehensive Health Policy which has enunciated
the long term demographic goals and other selected
time bound programmes to elevate the health status
of masses. Besides these measures, significant
achievements have been made in the production of
Drugs, vaccines, Hospital equipment's and trained
medical personnel's and specialized doctors and
surgeons.

The people living in below the poverty line
make somewhat 40% of the total population of the
country. Due to living in unhygienic conditions and
malnutrition, the people of this section are more
prone to disease. Most of the epidemics effect this
poorer sections of the population in very serious
proportion which effects to health status and
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development process of the country .Because of
poverty, backwardness and huge size, they require
medical care correspondingly in more proportion
from the government resources, which are already
insufficient in quantity and quality both.

The mid —decade conference in Copenhagen in
1980 had done much to inform the world about
women’s issues and get people talking about the
issues of women and health. The primary health
care (1978) and the Health for All (HFA) strategy
had great promises for the women. However the
achievements of primary health care did not fully
achieve its goals in many countries by the year
2000.

In the platform of rural society the main
objectives to identify the health status and the health
problem of women that emerged-

1. To assess the socio —economic status of
women in rural areas.

2. To identify the indicators of women’s
health status.

3. To identify the reproductive behaviour and
attitude towards general health care of women.

4. Increase women’s access throughout the
lifecycle to appropriate, affordable and quality
health care.

5. Strengthen the preventive programmes that
promote women’s health.

6. Undertake gender sensitive initiatives that
address the sexually transmitted disease (STD) and
HIV/AIDS.

7. Promote  research
information on women's health.

Increase resources and monitor follow up for
women’s health.

Some quantitative and qualitative both
methods, and some case study of rural area in
Kolkata in West Bengal are fruitful for the study.
The interview method is used for data collection.

The health problems among the women in
rural area: Maternal Mortality and morbidity-
The latest estimates issued by the WHO, the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World
Bank (WB) in September 2010 provide figures
related to maternal death: globally, an estimated
287,000 maternal deaths occurred in 2010.Sub-
Saharan Africa (56%) and southern Asia (29%)
accounted for 85% of the global burden in 2010.At
the country level two countries account for one —
third of global maternal deaths. India at 19% and
Nigeria at 14%.Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)
measures the number of women aged 15-49 years

and  disseminate

dying due to maternal causes per 100000 live births.
Every year over 20 million women terminate
unwanted pregnancies through unsafe abortions as
result of lack of access to relevant care and services,
such as family planning, costly contraceptive
methods, and lack of information.

Nutrition-Globally, 51% of the pregnant and
one third of women of reproductive age who
are not pregnant suffer from anaemia. In developing
countries 56% of pregnant women are anaemic.
Discriminatory feeding practices in childhood
sometimes lead to protein energy malnutrition,
anaemia and other micronutrient deficiencies in
girls. Stunting caused by protein energy
malnutrition in girls is responsible for subsequent
problems in childbirth leading to increased
incidence of obstructed labour, and vesico-vaginal
fistulae, birth asphyxia and other condition. lodine
deficiency is the most common preventable cause
of mental retardation. At least 25% of adolescent
girls in developing countries are effected by iodine
deficiency and this causes cretinism.

Anaemia-Low and lower middle income
countries bear the greatest burden of anaemia,
particularly affecting populations living in rural
settings, in poorer households and who have
received no formal education. Globally, it is
estimated that 37% of pregnant women mainly 15-
49 years of age are effected by anaemia. The largest

causes were the dietary iron deficiency,
thalassaemia and sickle cell trait, and malaria.
Reproductive  Health-The  reproductive

pattern of Indian women are commonly painted out
as tales of pregnancy and childbirth. Which are too
early, too soon, too many, too late. There is a
widespread assumption that ‘People in rural India
go on producing children as long as they can'.
Sexual and reproductive health problems are
responsible for one third of health issues for women
between the ages of 15 and 44 years. Unsafe sex is
a major risk factor — particularly among women and
girls in developing countries.

Cancer-The most common cancers afflicting
women are breast, cervical, colorectal and stomach
cancer. At least there are half a million cases of
cancer of the cervical cancer annually. There are
300,000 deaths occurring each year due to breast
cancer. And there are estimated 700,000 new cases

each year.
Reproductive tract infection and
STD/HIV/AIDS-The  impact of  sexually

transmitted disease is particularly severe for young
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women. Complications include pelvic
inflammatory disease, infertility, pelvic pain, and
life threatening ectopic pregnancy.one of the
biggest challenges in this century is the problem of
HIV/AIDS. Every minute two women get infected
in HIV and every two minutes a women dies of HIV.
Three decades into the AIDS epidemic, it is young
women who bear the brunt of new HIV infections.
Too many young women still struggle to protect
themselves against sexual transmission of HIV and
to get the treatment they require.

Ageing-As life expectancy increases in most
countries, it is estimated that the number of women
over the age of 65 will increase from 330 million in
1990 to 660 million in 2015.Many of these elderly
women will have experienced poor nutrition,
reproductive ill health, dangerous working
conditions, violence and life style related disease.
Little data exists on the health conditions of the
elderly female population except in industrialized
countries from which extrapolation is made.

Mental Health-Women are more likely to
experience mental health issues like depression and
anxiety than men. Though changes in how you think
and feel may occur at any time, women are
especially vulnerable during and after pregnancy
due to the fluctuation in hormones.(perinatal and
postpartum depression),as well as in the years
leading up to menopause.

Need for improvement and better health- In
the most of the rural and tribal area of India, people
have some specific convictions and beliefs
regarding the role of super-natural powers in day to
day life of a person, group or community.

The beliefs regarding illness, disease and their
treatment go parallel to the modern medical system
of treatment almost in all the villages today.

But changes has come relatively in some areas
while progress in other areas has been slow and
sometimes painful. Many different factors effect
women’s health, and all of them are interrelated.
The extent of investment in human resources,
community participation and other several factors
do play a part.

A quality care essential in ensuring that the
women get and enjoy good reproductive health
throughout their lives, as urged by the Global
commission mottos that “No women should die of
child birth.”

Primary Health Care centres are the key source
and an important constituent of the government
health care system in the village's .as apparent from
countrywide, these basic institutions are in very few
number in the comparison to the needs of the
people.so, immediate steps should be taken to
increase the number of primary health centres and
sub centres with full facilities.

Education is one of the urgent need of women,
there is an urgent need of education and make it
compulsory for women. Education can reduces the
mortality and morbidity of women. Women need to
be given more information and empowerment to
make decision of their own.

Equity in the allocation of food between girls
and boys be promoted.

Finally there is a need to develop community
involvement and support groups to help women
understand the problems they face and provide
support not only for prevention but also treatment
and rehabilitation. The NGO (non-government
agency) which will need to actively involve and
address these issues with total commitment.
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Abstract: Malnutrition is a condition that results from eating an unhealthy diet. Lack of nutrients is
called undernutrition or undernourishment while a surplus of nutrients cases over-nutrition
Malnutrition is most often used to refer to undernutrition - when an individual is not getting enough
calories, protein, or micronutrient. If undernutrition occurs during pregnancy, or before two years of age,
it may result in permanent problems with physical and mental development.l! Extreme undernourishment,
known as starvation or chronic hunger, may have symptoms that include Wasting and Stunting.

This is related to high food prices and poverty, A lack of breastfeeding or poor nutrition to mother
may contribute to undernourishment and infectious diseases such as gastroenteritis, pneumonia, malaria,
and measles in children.There are two main types of undernourishment: protein-energy malnutrition and
dietary deficiencies. Common micronutrient deficiencies include a lack of iodine, and vitamin A

Deficiencies may become more common during pregnancy, due to the body's increased need of
nutrients. This project organized and collaborated between the Sociology and Microbiology department
held on 9™ of May-2022.We visited a total 3 gaon (Dhadoshi, Samundi and Paine).In total we had more
than 100 students and staff of both the departments. All the collected data are mentioned in the reports.
From that in each gaon more than 7-8 were malnourished. Among that 2-3 were under SAM (Severe Acute
Malnourished) category whereas 3-4 were under MAM (Moderate Acute Malnourished) category. But in
comparison with malnourished children's population of healthy babies was also present. Behind every 10
children 3-4 were malnourished and 4-5were healthy and in between those 1-2 intermediate i. e neither
they are healthy nor they are malnourished.

During these visit we encountered a case of women having 8 children's and the fact that half of them
were suffering from Sickle cell anemia.1l-2 were malnourished. We help them in understanding the
consequences of having the disease and made them aware with the facilities provided by the government
for malnourished children's. In each house where we visited firstly we measured their height, weight,
medical history. Then checked for Hemoglobin levels using Hemocytometer.In this whole process of
measuring and collecting blood samples for records major help was done by Anganwadi sevika who helped

us in comforting the people and importantly the small children's.
Key words: Malnutrition, Anthropometric measurements, stunting, underweight, wasting.

Introduction: Since malnutrition kills or
disables millions of children annually, it has
emerged as a serious worldwide health concern.
Millions more people are also deprived of their full
potential in terms of intellect and productivity due
to malnutrition. An estimated 20 million children
under the age of five suffer from severe
malnutrition, which causes about 1 million deaths
among children each yearl. Approximately two-
thirds of India's under-five children suffer from
malnutrition, with five to eight percent suffering
from severe malnutrition. The remaining children
are classified as mild or moderately malnourished.
This indicates that malnutrition is one of the most
prevalent conditions influencing the health of
children.

Each child reaches the many developmental
milestones at his or her own speed and in his or her
own time. The environment, diet, and parental care
all have an impact on a child's growth and

development, which does not happen in a straight
line. These elements are essential to a youngster
realizing their greatest potential. Recent research
suggests that a healthy diet is essential for children's
health, especially in the early years. The nutritional
status of youngsters can really be seen as a reliable
indicator of the general health of a community. One
Anthropometry, or physical measurements like
weight in relation to height or age, is typically used
to describe a child's nutritional health.

Life cannot be sustained without an adequate
nourishment child needs adequate food for growth
and development.?

Breast milk offers all the essential nutrients
required for an infant's healthy growth and
development during the initial six months of life.
According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), exclusive breastfeeding during this period
is crucial for optimal health outcomes.
Additionally, the United Nations Children's Fund
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(UNICEF) reports that children who are exclusively
breastfed for the first six months have a
significantly higher chance of survival compared to
those who are not breastfed. Malnutrition,
encompassing undernutrition and deficiencies in
essential nutrients, occurs when a child's diet lacks
adequate nutrients for growth and maintenance or
when the body cannot fully utilize the consumed
food due to illness.*

Malnutrition remains a significant public
health concern in many developing nations, with
children under the age of five being particularly
susceptible to its consequences. Numerous cases
often go unnoticed due to factors such as limited
food access, poverty, and low levels of education.
Research emphasizes the importance of prioritizing
nutritional interventions for the youngest children
to avoid long-term developmental setbacks (Victora
et al., 2008). Undernourishment is also closely
linked to socioeconomic disadvantage, as children
from low-income families are more likely to suffer
from inadequate sanitation and unsafe drinking
water—conditions that contribute to illness and
perpetuate the cycle of malnutrition (WHO, 1997;
Wagstaff & Watanabe, 2000).

Therefore, nutrition programs should not only
ensure adequate food intake for children but also
address broader issues such as family support,
community engagement, healthcare services, and
fundamental factors like poverty (Bhutta et al.,
2008). Childhood undernutrition can be assessed
through anthropometric methods (Bose et al., 2007;
Lee & Nieman, 2003), which are widely used to
study biological and physical variation in humans.
These techniques are globally applicable, non-
invasive, and cost-effective (WHO, 1995).
Common anthropometric indicators include Mid-
Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC), MUAC-for-
height, weight-for-age, height-for-age, weight-for-
height, and Body Mass Index (BMI) as per
Quetelet's index. These measurements are typically
interpreted using standardized reference charts,
such as those developed by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS) or the World Health
Organization (WHO), to evaluate and predict
nutritional outcomes (Hamill et al., 1979).The three
most commonly used internationally recommended
anthropometric indicators are stunting (low
height-for-age), underweight

(Low weight for- age) and wasting (low
weight-for-height). While stunting reflects a failure
to reach linear growth potential due to suboptimal
health or nutritional conditions, underweight

reveals low body mass relative to chronological
age, which is influenced by both, a child’s height
and weight. Stunting is an indicator of chronic
under nutrition, the result of prolonged food
deprivation or disease/illness. Underweight thus
cannot distinguish between a child that is small in
weight relative to his/her height and a child that is
low in height relative to his/her age, but who may
be normal in weight-for-height. On the other hand,
wasting is an indicator of acute under nutrition, the
result of more recent food deprivation or illness;
underweight is used as a composite indicator to
reflect both acute and chronic under nutrition,
although it cannot distinguish between them
(WHO, 1995). However, because of their
overlapping none is able to provide a
comprehensive estimate of the number of
undernourished children in a population; some
children who are stunting will also have wasting or
be underweight; some children who are
underweight will also have wasting or become
stunted and some children who have wasting will
also be stunted and/or underweight (Nandy S M, et
al 2005).

To evaluate the health impact of malnutrition,
researchers calculate population attributable
fractions (PAFs) by combining the prevalence of
malnutrition with the relative risk of diseases and
mortality associated with it. Anthropometric
measurements—such as low birth weight in
newborns, weight-for-age in preschool children,
and body mass index (BMI) in adults—serve as key
indicators of nutritional status. These measures are
essential for assessing the extent of malnutrition
within populations and informing public health

strategies.
Objectives: This study investigate the
Malnutrition and determination of  factors

responsible for it and the efficacy of the remedial
measures taken. 1) The various anthropometric
indicators, such as Mid- Upper Arm Circumference
(MUAC), MUAC for height, weight for age, height
for-age, weight for height, and body mass index of
Queenlet determined for the level of malnutrition
in the population groups. 2) the most important
biochemical parameter the haemoglobin level was
also be estimated for the above groups. 3) The
questionnaire was filled for the ignorance of healthy
diets, unhealthy feeding and caring practices. 4) The
questionnaire was filled for the awareness and
implementation of various government nutrition
schemes. 5) The most effective remedial solutions
for different malnutrition aspects will be executed.

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 61


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

6) The effectiveness efficiency of the suggested
remedial measures will be evaluated by again
screening the anthropometric indicators &
biochemical parameters and comparing them with
the earlier initial data gathered.

Major Research Question /hypotheses: In
India about 2/3 portion of the under five children of
our country is malnourished among them 5-8% is
severely malnourished whole rest fall in the group
of mild or moderate malnutrition so it can be said
that malnutrition one of the most wide spread
conditions affecting child health.?

In India nearly 75% of the populations reside in
the village of the total rural population around 50%
is still under the poverty lines. Majority of children
in India are not in a position to get adequate
nourishment because of very low per capita income
of their families.

A significant proportion of these children live
in economic and social environment

which impedes the child’s physical and mental
development, this condition include poverty, poor

environment sanitation, diseases, infections,
inadequate access to primary health care,
inappropriate  child caring and  feeding

practices.’The small population group will be
subjected to evaluation of relevant indicators to
assess the malnutrition status.

Methodology: This study was conducted for a
period of six months (December 2020 to June
2021). Initial period of the study was devoted to
extensive literature search. The data collection will
be carried out for a period of six months. A
community based cross sectional design will be
adopted for this study. As per extensive literature
search and the pilot studies, the total sample size
will be fixed to 50 children (aged 0-5 years),
conducted at Trimbakeshwar, Nashik, the studies
will involve height and weight measurements i.e.
stunting and wasting parameter, checking whether
the children are anemic or not.

One Community Development Block (i.e.
Trimbakeshwar- Pahine) is selected from Nashik
District by simple random sampling method. In the
selected village total enumeration of children age 0-
5 years will be done to prepare a sampling frame.
The required study subjects will be selected
adopting probability proportion to size (PPS)
sampling technique. In order to get required study
subjects (50), systemic (every third) random
sampling will be done. The ages of children will be
recorded using birth / delivery records or
aanganwadi / school records. Children whose age

could not be accurately known were excluded from
the study. No other inclusion or exclusion criteria
were applied. The ages of children was estimated to
the most recently attained month

To measure the length of a child under two
years, we will use a sliding board. Heights of
children will be measured to the nearest millimeter
using a right-angled head-plate non- stretchable
tape fixed to the wall. Either a stadiometer or a
portable anthropometry may be used for measuring.
MUAC was measured to the nearest millimeter at
the exact midpoint of the left arm using a narrow,
flexible, and non-stretchable tape made of plastic
(WHO 1976 and WHO 1983).

Area of Research: It was decided to visit total
3 gaon (Dhadoshi, Samundi and Pahine).This visit
was held on 71" May 2022. The area encompassing
Trimbakeshwar, including Samundhi, Dhadoshi,
and Pahine, is part of the tribal belt of Nashik
district, Maharashtra. These areas are characterized
by a significant tribal population, particularly in
tehsils like Trimbakeshwar, Kalwan, and Dindori,
where over 50% of the population is tribal. The
latitude of Trimbak, Maharashtra, India is
19.939142, and the longitude is 73.536819.
Trimbak, Maharashtra, India is located at India
country in the Cities place category with the gps
coordinates of 19° 56' 20.9112" N and 73° 32
12.5484" E.

Remark, outcomes and conclusion: 1)
Malnutrition was prevalent in more than 7-8
individuals per village. 2) Within the
malnourished group, 2-3 individuals were
classified as Severe Acute Malnourished
(SAM) and 3-4 as Moderate Acute
Malnourished (MAM). 3) Despite the
prevalence of malnutrition, there was also a
population of healthy children observed. 4)
Approximately 3-4 out of every 10 children
were malnourished, while 4-5 were healthy, and
1-2 fell into an intermediate category. 5)
During the visit, a woman with 8 children was
encountered, half of whom suffered from Sickle
Cell Anemia, while 1-2 were malnourished. 6)
Efforts were made to educate the family about
the implications of the disease and inform them
about government-provided  facilities  for
malnourished children. 7) Each household visited
underwent height and weight measurements,
medical history assessments, and Hemoglobin level
checks using a Hemocytometer.
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LAUGHING ALONG THE DIVIDE: ROLE OF POPULAR COMEDY IN
REINFORCING GENDER STRATIFICATION
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Abstract: As products of society, humour and laughter are essentially sociological. Research across
globe since past four decades has developed philosophical, linguistic and sociological conceptions and
categories to explain the role of humour and laughter in social interactions. Comedy has long been a
mirror reflecting societal norms, yet it can also act as an influential tool in shaping them. This article
explores the ways in which Maharashtrachi Hasyajatra, a popular Marathi television comedy show
contributes to gender stratification by reinforcing traditional gender roles and perpetuating stereotypes.
The findings indicate that despite moments of progressive representation, comedy frequently upholds
patriarchal frameworks, often trivializing gender inequality through humour.

Keywords — gender stratification, comedy, media representation

Introduction: As products of society,
humour and laughter are essentially
sociological. Research across globe since past
four decades has developed philosophical,
linguistic and sociological conceptions and
categories to explain the role of humour and
laughter in social interactions. Sociological
research reiterates sociality of humour and
laughter as driven by social institutions and
interactions. Important inputs can be drawn
from scholarly works (Zijderveld 1983; Fine
and De Soucey 2005; Tavory 2014) to
understand the complex dynamics of humour
and laughter. As suggested by Paolucci and
Richardson (2006), frameworks of
fundamental sociologists like Durkheim and
Goffman provide us a lens to understand
humour as a key element in shaping mutual
interactions and classification of social
phenomenon.

Television comedy is a cultural artifact that
entertains and informs audiences, shaping

perceptions of societal norms. The genre’s
widespread appeal and accessibility make it a
significant medium for communicating ideas,
values, and ideologies. At its core, comedy employs
humour to connect with audiences, using
exaggeration, satire, and irony to address various
aspects of human life. However, these same
comedic tools can also reinforce existing power
structures, particularly those related to gender.
Gender stratification refers to the unequal
distribution of power, resources, and opportunities
based on gender, perpetuating systemic inequality.
This phenomenon is deeply embedded in societal
frameworks, and its representation in media,
particularly in comedy, plays a crucial role in
normalizing and perpetuating these inequalities.
Popular television comedy, with its ability to reach
diverse audiences and influence cultural
conversations, serves as both a reflection and a
driver of societal norms. It can amplify traditional
gender roles, perpetuate stereotypes, and trivialize
serious issues under the guise of humour. At its
core, gender stratification is a structural
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phenomenon that manifests across social,
economic, and political domains. It dictates access
to resources, influences occupational hierarchies,
and shapes expectations surrounding behavior and
roles. In many societies, patriarchal norms underpin
these structures, privileging men over women and
reinforcing rigid binaries. Media, as a cultural
institution, both reflects and perpetuates these
dynamics. Comedy, with its ability to distil
complex issues into digestible narratives, often
simplifies and reinforces these hierarchies, making
them appear natural and inevitable rather than
constructed and contestable.

Mainstream comedy often acts as an enforcer
of gender hegemony by policing boundaries through
ridicule. As Abedinifard (2016) argues, jokes
targeting men who display “feminine” traits or
women who reject traditional roles serve to
reinforce  patriarchal norms. Such  humour
disciplines those who deviate from expected
behaviour, framing nonconformity as inherently
laughable (Kotthoff, 2006).

Gendered humour also manifests in everyday
social interactions. Crawford (2003) observes that
men and women frequently engage in distinct types
of humour—men’s jokes often emphasize
dominance and aggression, while women’s humour
tends toward self-deprecation or cooperation. These
patterns reinforce traditional power dynamics,
positioning male humour as assertive and female
humour as accommodating.

Recent studies (Chaudhary 2017, Sirkar and
Siraj 2022, James 2022) have highlighted the role
of alternate platforms of comedy in subverting
dominant narratives of gender and identity.
However, mainstream television comedy is still
largely associated with media representations
normalizing gender hierarchies. This study seeks to
uncover the dual nature of television comedy in the
context of gender. On one hand, comedy holds the
potential to challenge and subvert societal norms by
presenting alternative narratives and critiquing
existing inequalities. On the other hand, it
frequently reinforces patriarchal values through its
reliance on familiar tropes and stereotypes. By
critically examining the content and narratives of
Maharashtrachi Hasyajatra, a popular Marathi
comedy show, this research aims to illuminate the
subtle and overt ways in which humour contributes
to gender stratification, ultimately shaping audience
perceptions and societal attitudes.

Comedy has long been a medium through
which societal norms and structures are both

challenged and reaffirmed. Maharashtrachi
Hasyajatra, as one of the most influential comedy
shows in Maharashtra, offers a lens through which
to analyze the intersection of humor and gender
stratification. Maharashtrachi Hasyajatra is a
widely popular Marathi comedy show that has
captivated audiences with its humour and satire
since 2018. It often shows everyday life, including
how men and women act and interact. While a lot of
research has been done on gender in Bollywood or
national media, not much has been written about
regional comedy shows like Maharashtrachi
Hasyajatra. Comedy, as a cultural artifact, often
reflects and perpetuates societal norms, including
gender stratification. This paper critically examines
how the show reinforces gender-based stereotypes
and inequalities through its portrayals of male and
female characters, comedic narratives, and humour
tropes. Using content analysis and sociological
frameworks, the study explores the ways in which
gender roles are depicted, reinforcing patriarchal
structures in contemporary media. By analyzing
selected episodes, the research aims to understand
whether the show reinforces or challenges
traditional gender roles.

Objectives of the study: 1) To analyze how
gender roles and stereotypes are portrayed in
Maharashtrachi hasyajatra:- This objective focuses
on examining how the show presents traditional
ideas about what is considered appropriate behavior
for men and women. Through the depiction of
domestic scenes, relationships, and social
interactions, the show often reflects the expectations
placed on individuals based on their gender. 2) To
examine whether comedy reinforces or challenges
traditional gender norms:- Here, the focus is on
understanding the dual role of comedy in shaping
social perceptions. On one hand, humour can
reinforce traditional gender norms by making
stereotypes appear natural, harmless, or even
desirable. On the other hand, comedy also holds the
potential to question, subvert, and challenge these
norms

Theoretical Framework: This study draws on
the interconnected theoretical perspectives of the
Sociology of Humour, and the feminist theory.
Together, these  frameworks provide a
comprehensive lens to examine the relationship
between comedy and gender stratification. The
Sociology of Humour examines how humour
reflects and shapes social structures. Humour often
relies on shared cultural knowledge, making it a
medium through which societal norms, including
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gender norms, are reinforced. Feminist theory
critiques the systemic structures that perpetuate
gender inequality and interrogates media's role in
maintaining patriarchal values. Feminist scholars
argue that the representation of women and men in
popular culture often reflects broader societal
power dynamics. Television comedy, as a pervasive
and influential medium, both mirrors and reinforces
these dynamics. The gendered lens of feminist
theory highlights how comedic tropes, such as the
"nagging wife" or the "clueless husband,"
perpetuate traditional roles and diminish the
complexity of gender identities. Integrating these
frameworks allows for a nuanced analysis of how
popular comedy both reflects and shapes gender
stratification. By understanding the interplay
between societal structures, cultural production,
and humour, this study aims to uncover the
mechanisms through which comedy influences
gender perceptions.

Methodology: This study conducted within
qualitative framework has used a content analysis
method. Qualitative content analysis helps to study
and interpret meanings, messages, and patterns
within media content. It is used here to examine
how gender roles are presented through the comedy
skits in Maharashtrachi HasyaJatra. Episodes were
selected based on viewership ratings and cultural
impact, focusing on representations of gender roles,
power dynamics, and the use of humour in
addressing or perpetuating stereotypes. Coding was
employed to identify patterns and recurring themes.
This approach focuses on how ideas about gender
are shown and communicated through humour.

Findings and Discussion:

1) Reinforcement of Traditional Gender
Roles and Stereotyping through Humor: Most of
the skits maintain traditional gender roles. The skits
also reiterate that gender-based humour often relies
on stereotypes. For example, in a skit showing a
wife seeking her husband’s advice on what she
should wear for a function. The situation is
portrayed in a light, humorous way, capturing a
scene that many viewers would find common
situation in many homes. But deep down the skit
shows how women are often expected to prioritize
their husband’s opinions instead of deciding for
themselves. This is presented through humor,
making it easy for audiences to recognize and relate
to. In a skit around a conversation between a
husband and wife portrays women’s inability to
handle financial transactions properly, particularly
how they struggle with basic math and calculations.

Though the same skit has shown a woman street
vendor managing her livelihood, the humor is largely
derived from mocking the mathematical abilities of
the middle-class wife. The sketch portrays men as
skilled at handling transactions and calculations,
suggesting they are naturally good at math. In
contrast, women are depicted as struggling with
calculations, reinforcing the stereotype that women
are not adept at math or financial transactions.

In another skit which features a conversation
between a husband and wife, where the wife
anonymously chats with her husband using a fake
account. The sketch normalizes stereotypical ideas
about gender roles. It portrays the husband as
unfaithful and cheating on his wife. Though the skit
uses satire to comment on traditional relationship
expectations, encouraging viewers to think critically
about trust, communication, and gender roles,
ultimately the humour underlines being unfaithful
as a common masculine trait.

These stereotypes are frequently framed as
harmless exaggerations but have broader
implications, subtly shaping audience perceptions
of gender norms. Such humour minimizes
individuality and reaffirms societal expectations
surrounding gendered behaviours and attributes.

2) Tokenism and limited representation:
Progressive portrayals are often tokenistic. For
example, in a skit which shows a debate between a
man and a woman about their respective rights, the
common stereotypes are questioned. The skit tries to
present a balanced view on gender equality. It
questions use of gendered language, e.g. phrases
like ‘ladies first’ or notions of beauty always
associated with women, simple practices like
women to have food after everyone has finished
theirs. It highlights strengths of women and their
ability to balance work and household. However, its
message is mixed. While such discussions may
initially appear as a step forward for representation,
their depth is often sacrificed for comedic effect,
reinforcing existing stereotypes rather than
challenging them.

3) Resistance and subversion: Some skits do
challenge traditional gender stratification and show
a direction of breaking gender norms. For example,
in one skit, a group of young girls confidently stand
for themselves to practice their freedom of choice.
In the scene, a male character attempts to impose his
views on how girls should behave and dress,
reflecting the ongoing societal pressure to regulate
girl’s choices. The girls stand up for themselves,
refusing to follow societal expectations. The scene
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powerfully depicts girls standing up against
patriarchal norms and confidently standing up for
themselves, defining their own identities. The male
character represents the societal pressure on women
to behave ‘like a woman’ in terms of proper
clothing and hairstyle.  The girls show both
individuality and solidarity by openly challenging
the man’s authority and asking him to leave. The
scene not only critiques traditional gender roles but
also celebrates self-expression and autonomy,
sending a clear message that women are not
obligated to follow restrictive societal standards.

In another skit, a group of women includes a
man in the Mangalagaur game due to a lack of
female participants.

It breaks traditional notion that it’s only for
women. This challenges the gender-exclusive norm,
bringing a fresh perspective. The sketch challenges
gender norms by having a man join a traditionally
female-dominated game, showing that cultural
practices can be inclusive and adaptable. The man’s
participation shows that traditional customs can be
enjoyed by anyone, regardless of gender, promoting
a sense of shared cultural experience. However,
these subversions are often isolated within the
broader landscape of television comedy, limiting
their capacity to challenge systemic gender
stratification on a larger scale. These characters,
while groundbreaking, are exceptions rather than
indicative of a widespread shift in media
representation.

The analysis of selected episodes from
Maharashtrachi HasyaJatra shows that the show
both reinforces and challenges gender norms
through comedy. Many of the skits repeated
traditional ideas about men and women. Male
characters are often depicted as dominant,
humorous figures who drive the comedic narrative.
Female characters frequently assume subservient
roles, such as nagging wives, naive young women,
or overly emotional figures, reinforcing traditional
gender expectations. For example, women were
often shown asking for advice, struggling with
money matters, or being emotional, while men were
shown as smart, strong, and in control. These kinds
of jokes make traditional gender roles look normal
and acceptable to the audience, without questioning
them. At the same time, some episodes clearly
challenged these old ideas. There were skits where
women made their own choices without needing
men’s approval or where men took part in activities
usually seen as only for women. These moments
show that gender roles are not fixed and can be

performed differently, which supports Judith
Butler’s idea that gender is something we “perform”
again and again, not something we are born with.

By using humor that people find relatable, the
show helps to spread both old and new ideas about
gender. Overall, Maharashtrachi HasyaJatra
presents a mixed picture. It sometimes supports
traditional gender expectations and sometimes
challenges them. Through humor, it opens a small
space for people to think differently about what men
and women can do.

Conclusion: The findings underscore that
comedy often functions as a tool for reinforcing
gender stratification. While moments of progressive
representation exist, they are overshadowed by
dominant narratives that uphold patriarchal values.
Humour’s reliance on stereotypes and trivialization
of inequality perpetuates systemic biases,
influencing audience perceptions.

Popular television comedy is a double-edged
sword in the context of gender stratification. While
it has the potential to challenge norms, it more
frequently reinforces them through traditional roles,
stereotypes, and humour that trivializes inequality.
Future research should explore audience reception
to understand how these portrayals influence
societal attitudes toward gender. The popularity of
gendered humour suggests its acceptance and
normalization in mainstream society. Moving
forward, comedy creators should be more conscious
of gender-sensitive  storytelling, promoting
inclusivity and challenging regressive norms.
Future research can explore how alternative
comedic narratives can subvert gender stratification
while maintaining entertainment value.
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Abstract: In India, the occurrence of caste-based violence is connected to the country’s historical
system of social hierarchy. Although some rules and laws should protect Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, they still face widespread discrimination and violence in India. This research looks at how social
class, economic differences, political issues, and gender contribute to the occurrence of caste-based
violence. In addition, the research investigates how war causes feelings of psychological distress, social
isolation, migration, and a loss of democratic institutions. The study points out, after examining both
structure and culture, that prompt action is required through new laws, greater awareness, and policies

that help overcome caste-based discrimination and secure social justice.
Keywords: Caste-Based Violence, Social Stratification, Dalits and Marginalized Communities, Social

Inequality, Untouchability

Introduction: The caste system in India
groups people according to their birth and provides
roles, jobs, and positions based on this grouping.
While the constitution guarantees people equality,
dignity, and justice, caste often plays a key role in
causing major discrimination in social matters.
Sometimes, this deeply established social order
leads to violence against people or groups, such as
physical, psychological, sexual, and even symbolic
attacks, primarily as a result of their caste identity.

Even now, caste-based violence is a major
issue in India. Atrocities against Dalits and
members of other oppressed castes are often
reported in the news, though many others go
unnoticed by people in positions of authority. Hate
crimes vary from sometimes-unnoticeable social
exclusion and daily shame to acts like evicting a
group, sexual attacks, group lynching, and killing
many individuals.

Caste-based violence helps to reinforce and
maintain the inequity found in society by keeping
lower groups below the others. Traditions,
differences between the rich and poor, and struggles
against reform are common factors that increase
violence. When caste and gender are considered
together, Dalit women are left especially prone to
abuse that is meant to cause fear among many
people.

The study is intended to examine caste-based
violence by examining its social factors, causes,
background, consequences for communities and the
nation as a whole, and the nation’s institutions. It
points out that it is important to bring about real
reforms in schools, police, politics, and society.
Besides policies, addressing caste-based violence
needs the whole community to abandon the
philosophies that keep it from fading away.

Objectives of the Research: 1) To explore and
analyze the sociological dimensions of caste-based
violence in India. 2) To examine the historical and
structural roots of caste-based violence in Indian
society and its connection to traditional systems of
social stratification. 3) To identify and analyze the
major sociological causes that contribute to the
persistence of caste-based violence, including
social hierarchies, economic disparities, political
marginalization, and cultural norms. 4) To
investigate the various forms and manifestations of
caste-based  violence, including  physical,
psychological, sexual, and symbolic violence,
particularly against Dalits and other marginalized
communities. 5) To assess the social, psychological,
and economic impacts of caste-based violence on
victims, their communities, and broader Indian
society. 6) To evaluate the effectiveness of existing
legal frameworks and institutional mechanisms,
such as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, in preventing and
addressing caste-based violence.

Literature Review: In the past few decades,
experts have widely analyzed caste-based violence
in India. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (1936) argued in
Annihilation of Caste that because caste is very
violent, it ought to be destroyed entirely rather than
just reformed. Omvedt (1994) underscored that the
efforts of Dalits to stand strong politically often
trigger a rise in caste violence. Ghanshyam Shah
(2001) investigated situations where powerful
castes used fear and violence to upset any changes
Dalit activists tried to introduce. According to
Anand Teltumbde (2010), by studying the
Khairlanji massacre, it is clear that acts of violence
that result from the suppression of caste and gender
issues are too often accepted by society. According
to Christophe Jaffrelot (2011), when it comes to
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caste violence, it is often shaped by both political
and electoral aspects. Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd
(2009) stated how the dominance of Brahmins in
different institutions led to an increase in caste
suppression, supporting that the threat of violence
helps them to keep public opinions within their own
beliefs. Smita Narula (1999), in the report she wrote
for Human Rights Watch called Broken People,
revealed that Dalits suffered from widespread
violence and that the justice system in India was
failing to prevent these attacks on them. The
research by Nidhi Sabharwal and Aasha Mehta
discovered that those affected by poverty and
marginalization also face stronger -challenges
because of caste. In 2007, K.S. Chalam argued that
changes in the economy have not helped Dalits and,
quite often, have worsened their isolation and made
them more vulnerable to violence.

Research Methodology: This study uses a
qualitative research approach to understand the
sociological causes and social impact of caste-based
violence in India. It uses in-depth interviews, case
studies, and focus group discussions to identify
underlying causes and examine their manifestations
and impact on individuals and communities. The
data is analyzed using thematic analysis, identifying
themes like social exclusion, power dynamics,
gender-based violence, institutional failure, and
community resistance.

The Sociology of Caste-Based Violence in
India: Causes and Social Impact: Caste-based
violence in India is best analyzed using different
disciplines to understand both its causes and how it
happens  daily.  According to  structural
functionalism, each section of society contributes to
keeping the whole community organized and
steady. Yet, because of this, unjust treatment and
exclusion have been built into society, which has led
to disturbances.

According to conflict theory, because of class
struggle, those in power sometimes attack those in
a lower social standing. Since the Dalits are part of
the marginalized laborers and can dream of moving
up in society, higher castes sometimes use violence
to keep them in poverty and firmly under control.

Symbolic interactionism explores how we give
meaning to things and reaffirm these meanings by
using symbols and daily behaviors. When
boundaries created by society are broken, such as
by practicing untouchability, separating those castes
in daily activities, or shouting insulting remarks
based on caste, violence can happen.

It stresses that caste-based violence is linked to
issues such as gender, class, and religion. Women

from the Dalit community are subjected to sexism
and caste-based hostility, and a part of their
suffering is being exposed to caste-related sexual
violence.

Research on caste-based violence in India has
shown that such crimes are frequent and more
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes are targeted
than anyone else. Justice delivery in the country is
facing several issues, including convicting fewer
than 30 percent of those suspected in recent times,
slow investigations, listlessness among police,
threats to those who give testimony and social
coercion.

The violence often targeted at people because
of their caste leads to being shunned by the
community, less job availability, mental disturbance
and difficulty going to school or finding jobs, thus
keeping the poor trapped in poverty. Caste-based
violence should be dealt with using combined
efforts by sociologists, legislators and policy
makers who notice its structure and complexity in
society.

Causes of Caste-Based Violence: In India,
many factors related to society, wealth, politics and
gender contribute to caste-based violence. The main
reason is the unchangeable social structure that puts
certain groups, including Dalits, at the bottom with
no place among others. Despite those laws against
untouchability, it is still widely practiced in Indian
villages. Dalits are not allowed to join others in
public areas and this rule is enforced by using
violence.

The unequal distribution of land is a major
factor that leads to cases of caste-based violence in
India’s farming communities. Such groups often
perform low-paid agricultural work and have only a
part of the land, so they rely on the upper-caste
people. Should Dalits stand up for their economic
rights, the dominant castes can become violent to
guard their interests. Disputes over land often lead
to violent situations and reflect the wider issue of
inequality in resources and social justice.

Due to India’s democracy and affirmative
action, minorities can now share power and ask for
their political needs and basic rights, often leading
to violent responses from the majority group. There
are often increased clashes and violence during
elections, protests and reservation policy
implementations for caste groups.

When women in the Dalit community are
attacked for being women, it is meant to intimidate
the whole community and keep them unarmed and
under control. Rapes, molestations and sexual
harassment suffered by Dalit women are just some
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ways to keep certain communities at the bottom of
the social scale.

Forms of Caste-Based Violence: There are
many kinds of inequality, attacks and ostracism in
India that are linked to the problem of caste-based
violence. Their goal is to sustain the existing caste
system and stop those who try to assert their rights.

Every day, Dalits experience caste violence
when they deal with insults, are shamed and denied
entrance to places everyone else can use. If Dalit
individuals or families commit what the dominant
caste considers to be wrong, the dominant caste
members will cut them off from society and limit
their ways of earning a living. These kinds of
violence raise barriers to social equality.

When Dalits attempt to challenge traditionally
accepted practices by Dalits and others such as
owning land or voting in elections, the violence is
generally in the form of physical assault and
lynching. Lynching sends out a message to the
community that caste rules are being sternly
enforced. Rape, molestation and harassment against
Dalit women are common forms of sexual violence
against them. Land, resource or power disputes are
among the main reasons why massacres and
widespread violence, as the most severe kind of
caste-based violence, take place. The Karamchedu
massacre, the Khairlanji massacre and the Hathras
case are just a few examples of the harsh way caste
violence can be carried out. There are also examples
when the justice system has failed, pointing out that
there are biases and a lot of impunity when it comes
to reports about crimes against Dalits.

Social Impact of Caste-Based Violence:
Caste violence in India causes major problems for
the victims and the country’s society. This leads to
negative outcomes for people mentally, in school,
in society, on the job market and in political life,
creating more inequality. Much of the time, victims
suffer from mental trauma that lives on for a long
time, causing them to feel separate from society and
leading them to trust fewer social institutions. Since
victims are afraid of being harmed again, they avoid
telling anyone and do not report crimes which
forges a weaker sense of shared community. Lack
of access to education and job opportunities adds to
the inequality already facing lower castes. Some
children are compelled to leave school because they
do not feel safe in their environment.
Marginalization is noticed when members of certain
communities experience employment barriers,
receive less pay and are not allowed to join local
trade groups. Once families have their resources
destroyed and property damaged by conflicts, it

may be difficult for them to move forward which
often locks them into poverty for years.

Under certain drastic scenarios, caste violence
causes people within the same community to run
away and live far from their homes. As a result,
people experience an increase in hardships and feel
left out in new urban or rural areas, due to the
changes that happen to their traditional systems and
cultures. When caste violence happens in India, it
violates the main democratic values that the
Constitution stands for. Denying marginalized
people equal access to social, economic and
political life weakens democracy through caste
violence. Many criminals are not punished because
of poor governance which leads people to distrust
the law and its authorities.

Legal and Institutional Framework:
The country has laws in place to prevent actions and
activities related to caste-based discrimination and
violence. The Acts of October 2015 include the
Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 which outlaw
actions denying access to public places and
facilities based on caste and also the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 which focuses on preventing
any atrocities against Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe members. Protections and the
types of offenses covered by the law have become
wider due to the amendments. Articles 15, 17 and
21 in the constitution serve to form the basis for
addressing caste discrimination. Discrimination is
not allowed in India based on religion, race, caste,
sex or the place where a person is born. Besides,
institutes like the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and local councils are formed to
carry out these laws, spot any violations, advice on
necessary changes and watch over the government.
New police divisions and courts have been
organized to address cases that are processed under
the Prevention of Atrocities Act.

Nevertheless, implementing the laws is
difficult because of apathy in politics,
discrimination in society, lack of awareness and
slow justice. If criminals are supported by
politicians, justice cannot be served properly and
the presence of caste prejudices among law
enforcement officers results in fewer crime reports
and limited action against complaints. Not everyone
has legal aid or enough information to seek justice.

Action should be taken, including informing
law  enforcement and holding politicians
accountable, increasing legal awareness and
growing the capacity of institutions responsible for
just and quick results.
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Role of Civil Society and Media: Civil
society and the media work to address issues of
caste-based violence and defend social justice in
India. They help the community learn about the
issue, assist victims and ensure justice for those
responsible.  Activist  groups, = community
organizations and NGOs are leading campaigns to
protect communities that face violence due to caste.
Rights organizations offer free legal support,
education and have programs to distribute
documents and organize local activities, workshops
and campaigns.

The public relies on mainstream media to learn
about caste-related violence, though it has been
blamed for either covering less news on the subject
or exaggerating it. Now, communities facing
discrimination can quickly raise their concerns with
the world. Among the main influences are fast
reporting, forming online communities, supporting
marginalized groups and ensuring accountability
and pressure. At the same time, the industry still
encounters issues such as lacking money, facing
harassment from officials, dealing with government
rules, industrial pressures, slanted presentation and
the risk of spreading or encouraging more tensions.
Occasionally, news media are driven by
commercial interests or tend to have biased content
and social media could lead to more problems if
someone uses it irresponsibly. In summary, both
civil society and the media help address and prevent
caste-based violence in India.

Conclusion: In India, violent conflicts based
on caste continue because of the country’s history
of inequality. Even with solid laws in place, it
remains because of unfair attitudes in society,
unequal economic conditions and power divisions.
Various reasons for caste violence include
differences in social stature, money, political power
and discrimination against women. War harms
communities by causing psychological distress,
increasing social isolations, causing people to move
from their homes and weakening democratic ideals.
Such consequences prevent development in these
communities and oppose India’s respect for
equality and justice. Although laws such as the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Act help a
lot, the way they operate is often not good enough

because of ineffective execution, involvement from
politicians and society’s prejudices. To address
caste-based violence, we should focus on law
enforcement, increasing socio-economic equality,
encouraging many people to participate in politics
and changing how society perceives various castes
through learning and discussions.
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ECONOMIC RESILIENCE: DIVERSIFYING TRADE PARTNERS IN AN
ERA OF GEOPOLITICAL UNCERTAINTY
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Saraf Science College, Tumsar. Dist. Bhandara

Introduction: In today's rapidly changing
geopolitical landscape, countries are increasingly
focusing on economic resilience by diversifying
their trade partners. This strategy aims to mitigate
risks associated with over-reliance on a single or a
few trading partners, especially in the face of
geopolitical tensions, trade wars, and supply chain
disruptions.

Local anxiety driving global decisions:
Globalization, once seen as a driver of prosperity, is
increasingly viewed with suspicion by many, with
electorates becoming more vocal about job security,
fair trade and national sovereignty. These concerns
have prompted leaders to pivot towards more
domestically-oriented economic strategies. Policies
encouraging companies to move production closer
to home or to allied nations reflect this shift. While
such moves may alleviate voter concerns in the
short term, they often come at a high cost. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates that
increasing trade restrictions could reduce global
economic output by a staggering $7.4 trillion. The
stakes are too high to let reactionary policies
undermine long-term global growth

Current Geopolitical Scenario: Trade Wars
and Tensions: The past decade has witnessed
numerous trade conflicts, with the United States and
China engaging in a notable trade war. Tariffs,
sanctions, and trade barriers have disrupted global
supply chains and forced businesses to reevaluate
their trade relationships.

Regional Conflicts and Sanctions: Regional
conflicts, such as the war in Ukraine, have led to
significant trade disruptions. Sanctions imposed on
Russia by Western countries have resulted in the
collapse of trade between Russia and the West,
prompting both sides to seek alternative markets.

Rise of Geopolitical Blocs: The world is
increasingly divided into geopolitical blocs, with
countries aligning themselves with major powers
like the United States, China, and the European
Union. This realignment affects global trade
patterns and creates both challenges and
opportunities for diversification.

Strategies for Diversification:

Friendshoring and Nearshoring: Companies
are adopting friendshoring and nearshoring
practices to reduce dependency on distant and
potentially unstable markets. By moving

production closer to home or to allied nations,
businesses can mitigate risks and ensure more
stable supply chains.

Exploring New Markets: Emerging markets,
such as India, Brazil, and Southeast Asian
countries, are becoming attractive alternatives for
trade. These markets offer significant growth
potential and can help diversify trade portfolios.

Regional Trade Agreements: Countries are
entering into regional trade agreements to secure
stable trade relationships. Agreements like the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific  Partnership (CPTPP) and the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) aim to reduce trade barriers and promote
economic cooperation.

Benefits of Diversification: Risk Mitigation:
Diversifying trade partners minimizes the impact of
geopolitical conflicts, trade restrictions, and other
disruptions. It reduces the reliance on a single
market and spreads risk across multiple partners.

Economic Stability: A diversified trade
portfolio ensures a steady flow of goods and
services from various sources, enhancing economic
stability. It also helps countries navigate economic
downturns and recover more quickly from shocks.

Innovation and Growth: Engaging with new
markets ~ fosters  innovation and  growth
opportunities. Businesses can tap into new
consumer bases, access diverse resources, and
collaborate with a broader range of partners, driving
economic development.

Challenges and Considerations: Logistical
Complexity: Managing trade relationships with
multiple partners can be logistically complex and
costly. Businesses must navigate different
regulatory environments, standards, and customs
procedures, which can be challenging.

Regulatory Differences: Diverse regulatory
frameworks and standards across countries can pose
significant challenges for businesses. Compliance
with varying regulations requires substantial effort
and resources.

Political Risks: Even diversified trade
partners are subject to geopolitical risks.
Continuous monitoring and adaptation are

necessary to navigate changing political landscapes
and ensure stable trade relationships.
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Case Study: India as an Emerging Trade
Partner: India is emerging as a key player in the
global trade landscape. Its large and growing
economy, coupled with a young workforce and a
burgeoning middle class, makes it an attractive
trade partner. India's strategic position and
proactive trade policies further enhance its potential
as a diversified trade partner.

India’s Trade Initiatives: India has been
actively pursuing trade agreements and partnerships
to strengthen its global trade presence. Initiatives
like the "Make in India" campaign and the
"Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India)
initiative aim to boost domestic production and
attract foreign investment.

Trade wars: A misguided solution: Trump’s
imminent return to the White House now brings
renewed attention to the topics of tariffs and trade
wars as policy tools. Trump’s rhetoric on tariffs as
a panacea for economic disparities resonates with
segments of the electorate, but risks igniting
economic conflicts that hurt all parties involved.

During his first term as president, the US-
China trade war disrupted supply chains, raised
costs for businesses and imposed billions of dollars
in economic damage on both sides. US farmers
alone faced estimated losses exceeding $12 billion
annually, prompting federal subsidies to offset the
impact.

Towards a new framework for stability:

1) The question we face is this: Can we
establish stronger frameworks to promote stability
and sustainable growth in an era of rising
protectionism?

2) The answer lies in balance. We must heed
the electorate’s concerns without dismantling the
systems that underpin global prosperity.

3) Diversifying supply chains: Resilience is
key to mitigating shocks. Policies encouraging
diversification across multiple regions — not just
allied nations — reduce wvulnerabilities while
maintaining global interconnectedness.

4) Promoting energy independence: Energy is
a cornerstone of economic stability. Investments in
renewable energy and energy-efficient
infrastructure can reduce reliance on volatile
markets while creating jobs and spurring
innovation.

5) Enhancing global cooperation: Institutions
like the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the
IMF need reinvigoration. They must adapt to
current realities, ensuring that rules reflect shared
goals of growth, equity and sustainability.

6) Encouraging private-public partnerships:
Governments and businesses must work together to
align  economic  policies with  long-term
development goals. Private sector innovation can
complement public policy, driving solutions that
benefit all stakeholders.

The severe implications of failure: If we fail
to address these issues, the consequences will be
severe. Rising trade barriers and economic
fragmentation could lead to a prolonged global
recession. The IMF warns that reduced trade
opportunities could hinder productivity, suppress
wages and stifle technological advancement.

For emerging economies, the impacts would
be particularly devastating. Reduced trade
opportunities could undermine industrialization
efforts, exacerbate inequality and slow poverty
reduction.

Many developing nations rely heavily on
export-led growth; disruptions to global supply
chains would compromise their access to critical
markets, increasing unemployment and social
unrest.

The broader implications are geopolitical as
well as economic. Fragmented trade relationships
risk deepening divides between nations, fostering
mistrust and competition. In an interconnected
world, such outcomes threaten the collective ability
to address global challenges like climate change
and energy transitions.

A balanced approach to trade and
cooperation: To chart a sustainable path forward,
we must embrace policies that strike a balance
between local and global interests. Friend shoring
and nearshoring can coexist with global cooperation
if implemented thoughtfully. The goal should not be
to isolate but to adapt — reshaping globalization to
meet the needs of today’s interconnected world.

Policy-makers must resist the allure of quick
fixes. Instead, they should pursue policies that
promote inclusivity, resilience and innovation. The
global economy’s momentum can only be
maintained through collaboration and shared
responsibility.

The current landscape is fraught with
challenges, but it is also an opportunity to redefine
the rules of engagement in the global economy. By
addressing the root causes of voter anxieties and
fostering international cooperation, we can build a
more resilient and equitable system.

As we navigate this era of uncertainty, let us
remember that long-term growth is the ultimate
prize. To secure it, we must better understand and
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navigate the interconnected nature of global shocks,
electorate concerns and the need for cooperation.

The path forward is complex, but with
pragmatic leadership and a commitment to shared
prosperity, it is within reach.

Opportunities and Challenges: India's trade
diversification offers significant opportunities for
businesses seeking new markets. However,
challenges such as infrastructure development,
regulatory hurdles, and political stability must be
addressed to fully realize its potential.

Conclusion: In an era of geopolitical
uncertainty, diversifying trade partners is a crucial
strategy for building economic resilience. By
exploring new markets, forming regional trade
agreements, and adopting friend shoring and
nearshoring practices, countries and businesses can
mitigate risks and ensure sustainable economic
growth. Embracing diversification not only
enhances economic stability but also drives
innovation and growth, positioning economies to
thrive in an ever-changing global landscape.
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CULTURAL PATTERNS AND EMERGENT TRENDS IN ALCOHOL

CONSUMPTION: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY FROM RURAL WEST BENGAL
Chitra Paul, Ph. D. Scholar, Adamas University

Abstract: Alcohol use is a complex worldwide public health issue that takes different forms in different
cultures. Different locally produced beverages have both joyful and negative roles in community life in
rural West Bengal. In this study, six villages in the Sundarban region are examined for cultural trends and
recent changes in alcohol consumption. The research examined the types of alcoholic beverages consumed,
including handia (locally brewed rice beer), tadi (palm wine), chullu (distilled country liquor), and Indian-
made foreign liquor (IMFL), as well as the social contexts surrounding their use, using an ethnographic
approach that combined participant observation, focus group discussions, and computer-assisted thematic
coding. The findings show that although alcohol plays a natural and customary part in everyday and
ceremonial activities, quick changes in socioeconomic conditions are causing a shift in behavior that defies
social norms more and more. Research indicates that patterns of problematic consumption that show up as
social unrest, marital violence, and family strife are influenced by development-related changes like better
communication and transportation systems. These results cast doubt on the universality of Western clinical
models of alcohol dependence and highlight the necessity for culturally sensitive public health measures.

Keywords: alcohol consumption, ethnography, rural India, cultural change, public health, Sundarban

Introduction: Worldwide, alcohol use has
long been acknowledged as a serious public health
concern. However, patterns of alcohol use in rural
areas are intricately linked to local -culture,
tradition, and socioeconomic shifts, in contrast to
the generally homogenized data from urban centers
in developed nations. The relationship between
traditional alcohol consumption and new issues
related to modernity deserves special consideration
in India, a nation with a remarkable diversity of
cultural customs. Although a lot of research has
been done on alcohol consumption patterns in cities
(Babor et al., 2010), there is still a significant
knowledge vacuum on the subtleties of alcohol
consumption in rural areas. By investigating the
social and cultural factors that influence alcohol
consumption in six communities in the Sundarban
region of West Bengal, this study seeks to close that
gap. Alcohol has historically been used in a variety
of ceremonies, rituals, and social gatherings.
According to anthropologists like Heath (1987,
2001), drinking alcohol is ingrained in social
customs that foster identity and camaraderie rather
than being solely a personal choice. Later research
by Room et al. (2002) and Bloomfield et al. (2006)
also made the case that cultural context changes the
way alcohol is viewed, shifting it from a social
bonding agent to a behavior trigger that may cause
family and community strife. Traditional drinks like
handia, tadi, and chullu are not only symbols of
cultural heritage in rural regions like West Bengal,
but they also reflect socioeconomic changes
brought about by development processes.

The economic and social environments of rural
India have gradually changed as a result of recent

infrastructure advancements, such as improved
communication and transportation networks.
Although most residents see these changes as
beneficial since they provide more options and
connectivity, they are also linked to greater alcohol
availability and changing use patterns. According to
this study, traditional alcohol drinking patterns are
being impacted more and more by external norms
of "acceptable" versus "problematic" behavior as
communities become more integrated with urban
networks. For example, excessive consumption
may now be seen from both a moral and a public
health perspective, resulting in family strife and
even domestic violence, even though moderate use
during social gatherings is traditionally acceptable
(World Health Organization [WHO], 2004;
Chowdhury et al., 2001).

The study also investigates the consumption of
commercially accessible IMFL and traditional,
locally made alcohol by various social groups.
Different socioeconomic groups may prefer to drink
different beverages, according to prior research,
which reflects larger class and cultural dynamics
(Marshall, 1990a, 1990b). The two viewpoints of
growing problem use and normative conduct
influence our ethnographic investigation in this
regard. As noted by Heath (2001) and Room et al.
(2002), traditional Western clinical models
frequently fall short of capturing these regionally
entrenched nuances, making this approach
particularly pertinent.

Given these complications, the study aims to
answer the following two main questions: (1) How
do contemporary and traditional alcohol
consumption patterns coexist and change in these
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rural communities? and (2) What effects do swift
socioeconomic shifts have on the distinctions
between problematic and culturally acceptable
drinking patterns? In addition to adding to the
expanding corpus of research on alcohol studies in
developing nations, the study's answers to these
questions help shape culturally aware policy
interventions that strike a balance between long-
standing customs and current public health
demands.

Method: Study Design and Setting: In order
to gain a thorough grasp of the alcohol drinking
habits of six chosen villages from the Sagar and
Gosaba Blocks in the Sundarban region of West
Bengal, India, this qualitative study used an
ethnographic design. A unique delta region known
for its ecological singularity and socioeconomic
difficulties is the Sundarban region. Even though it
is regarded as a neglected and underdeveloped
region, recent socioeconomic advancements have
sparked changes in day-to-day living. This
changing environment offered a great setting for
investigating the ways in which customs and
contemporary influences converge.

Participants: A diverse range of age groups,
genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds were
represented among the participants, who were
drawn from the local population. To collect a
variety of viewpoints on alcohol usage, both long-
term residents and young persons who had recently
experienced greater urban connection were
included. Purposive sampling was used in the
selection procedure to find people who are regarded
as local informants or who had participated actively
in community celebrations and events,
guaranteeing that the insights were based on actual
cultural experiences (Creswell, 2013).

Data Collection: The process of Data
collection took place over eight months. In order to
fully capture the complexity and range of regional
practices, ethnographic methodologies were
essential. The following were the main methods for
collecting data:

Participant  Observation: = Researchers
observed daily activities, holidays, and particular
events where alcohol was a major factor for
extended periods of time. In addition to detailing
the circumstances around alcohol consumption,
thorough field notes were maintained, documenting
interactions, environmental cues, and patterns of
nonverbal communication.

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs): A number
of FGDs were conducted with separate groups
divided based on age and gender. The community's

opinions on customs, the rise of problem drinking,
and the impact of contemporary infrastructure
improvements were all gathered throughout these
sessions. Community members were able to
contribute both positive and negative experiences
related to local drinking habits using an open-ended
conversation approach.

In-depth Interviews: Individual interviews
were conducted with a select group of community
people, especially local leaders and elders. These
interviews provide historical perspectives on the
changes in alcohol usage over time.

Computer-assisted Thematic Analysis:
Qualitative analysis software was used to
methodically code all qualitative data, including
transcripts of interviews and focus group
discussions. In order to ensure a comprehensive
examination of both normative and problematic
alcohol wuse, themes were constructed both
deductively from the literature and inductively from
the data.

Data Analysis: There were two steps in the
analysis. In order to produce emergent themes about
traditional consumption behaviors, socioeconomic
impacts, and public health concerns, full transcripts
and field notes were first carefully studied.
Computer-assisted ~ thematic coding  was
subsequently used to further clarify these themes,
guaranteeing that the data were divided according
to a planned research agenda. Different patterns of
alcohol consumption were identified thanks to this
analytical method, ranging from moderate,
culturally acceptable drinking at festivals to
excessive consumption that caused societal unrest.
To ensure that interpretations were consistent across
data sources, inter-coder reliability was also
evaluated (Miles, Huberman, & Saldaiia, 2014).

Ethical Clearance: Ethical clearance was
obtained from the institutional review board prior to
data collection. Informed consent was secured from
all participants, and pseudonyms were used in
reporting findings to ensure confidentiality. Respect
for local customs was maintained throughout the
research process, and community feedback was
solicited both during and after the study to enhance
validity and trustworthiness.

Results: Cultural Significance of Alcohol:
The ethnographic investigation demonstrates how
alcohol is ingrained in the social and cultural fabric
of the communities under study. Traditional drinks
like chullu (a type of home-distilled liquor), tadi
(palm wine), and handia (a rice beer) have long
been essential to both regular social interactions and
important ceremonial occasions. Every beverage
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has meanings associated with particular cultural
identities and is frequently connected to the identity
markers of the group that drinks it. For example,
handia is usually connected to celebrations, where
it is not only anticipated but also appreciated when
moderately consumed. However, it has been noted
that the drinking of commercially produced Indian-
made foreign liquor (IMFL) occupies a distinct
social niche and is frequently linked to more
urbanized, modernized settings within the rural
context (Heath, 2001; Marshall, 1990a).

Changing Drinking Habits in Response to
Socioeconomic Developments: Despite the deep-
rooted nature of traditional drinking, the study also
identifies important signs of a paradigm change in
alcohol use. According to the participants, more
exposure to urban lifestyles has resulted from
infrastructure upgrades such improved
communication facilities and expanded road
connectivity. According to a number of focus group
participants, younger community members are
becoming more likely to consume commercially
available alcohol in excess, while elder community
member's view increased exposure to industrial
alcohol production with mistrust. A perceived sense
of modernity and the demands of adjusting to
economic change have been connected to this trend.
These findings support the claims made by Room et
al. (2002) that sociocultural changes have a major
impact on patterns of alcohol consumption.

The Consequences of Problematic Drinking
on Society: The rise in problematic alcohol use,
which is characterized by disruptions to social and
familial relationships, is one of the more alarming
aspects of the study. Participants noted a number of
negative consequences associated with binge
drinking, such as conflict within the family,
domestic abuse, and disturbances at the community
level. Informants connected these unfavourable
results to the more significant societal shifts that
came with economic growth. We have always
consumed alcohol at festivals, but the way that
people use it now, particularly the younger
generation, is different, according to one senior. It
is now a reason for concern. These stories shed light
on the conflict between upholding tradition and
addressing contemporary issues.

Differences in Social Stratification and
Drink Consumption: The distinction between
beverages according to social class is one
significant finding. The majority of traditional
beverages are made locally, and they are connected
to ritualized behaviour and communal celebration.
IMFL, on the other hand, has become more well-

liked by people who want to live in cities because
of its standardized production methods. This
division highlights the ways in which consumption
trends mirror wider societal divisions and the
significance of cultural identity in defining
appropriate conduct. These results support previous
research by Marshall (1990b) and emphasize the
significance of considering alcohol use as a socially
constructed phenomenon.

Emergent Themes from Thematic Analysis:

The computer-assisted analysis revealed
four dominant themes:

Modern Disruption vs. Cultural Continuity:
Although traditional customs preserve a high
degree of cultural continuity, contemporary
influences are changing how people consume.
Modernity is seen as a source of social
disintegration as much as a force for advancement.

Young People and Urban Influence:
Younger people in the community are more likely
to be exposed to urban consumption patterns, which
is associated with a rise in the use of commercial
beverages and riskier consumption practices.

Gendered Dimensions: According to focus
group talks, drinking was socially acceptable in
different ways depending on a person's gender.
Women's alcohol intake was highly stigmatized,
reflecting ingrained gender standards, but men's
alcohol use, even in its harmful forms, was widely
accepted.

Public Health Concerns: The rise in
problematic drinking has been connected to more
general public health concerns. In addition to
visible societal unrest and family conflict,
community health professionals voiced growing
worries about alcohol-related diseases and
accidents, which further strains the already scarce
local healthcare system (WHO, 2018).

Together, these themes paint a complex picture
of how traditional behaviors either adjust to or fail
to adjust to the swift changes in the socioeconomic
landscape, which ultimately impacts social
cohesiveness and community health.

Discussion: The current study provides a
thorough investigation of the cultural intricacies
and changing patterns of alcohol consumption in
West Bengali rural areas. The results show that,
despite its lengthy history as a cultural artefact and
social lubricant, alcohol's function is changing
dramatically in reaction to contemporary pressures.
This duality presents significant obstacles for public
health policy, implying that treatments need to be
customized to protect cultural sensibilities in
addition to reducing harmful consumption.
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Traditional Practices and Modern Impacts:
In many tribes, drinking has long been a part of
social life, ingrained in festivals, rituals, and daily
encounters. These customs serve as an ongoing
tradition that strengthens group identification rather
than being only relics of the past. Traditional ways,
however, coexist with—and frequently compete
with—commercially made alcohol as the
community gets more exposed to urban habits.
Aggressive marketing tactics combined with the
increase in IMFL availability have led to a shift in
consumption patterns, particularly among younger
demographics. According to quantitative research
conducted in comparable settings, modernization
frequently results in a change from ritualistic,
moderate usage to binge drinking and chronic abuse
behaviors (Babor et al., 2010; Bloomfield et al., 2006).

Public Health Implications: Both participant
observations and focus group conversations
revealed the rise of problematic drinking behaviors,
which have important public health ramifications.
Increased alcohol abuse has been connected to a
number of detrimental effects, such as increased
social instability, mental health decline, and
domestic violence. Notably, the institutional
shortcomings of rural healthcare systems, which are
ill-prepared to handle the growing prevalence of
alcohol-related problems, exacerbate these health
consequences (Chowdhury et al., 2001; WHO,
2004). This perspective is supported by studies by
Marshall (1990a, 1990b) and Heath (2001), which
makes the case for the creation of a unique
intervention framework that tackles both the
difficulties of modernity and cultural tradition.
Public health interventions need to be context-
specific and culturally responsive in a time when
globalization and development are influencing
cultural norms.

Policy Recommendations: A number of
policy recommendations are made in light of the
findings. - First, when designing intervention
programs, public health policies should take
ethnographic observations into account. By
recognizing alcohol's twin functions as a cultural
expression tool and a possible public health risk,
governments can create more sophisticated
preventative initiatives. For instance, community-
based therapies that celebrate customs, include
local leaders, and educate people about the dangers
of binge drinking may be more popular and
successful (Creswell, 2013). Second, it is obvious
that educational initiatives aimed at younger
audiences are needed. Since this demographic is
more susceptible to the effects of contemporary

drinking patterns, programs that raise awareness of
the dangers of alcohol use for health should be
given top priority. These programs could be
included into neighborhood community centers and
schools, offering culturally appropriate material
that speaks to the realities faced by young people in
rural areas. Third, in order to properly manage
alcohol-related ailments, rural areas' healthcare
infrastructure needs to be reinforced. One way to
lessen the harmful effects of the growing trend in
problematic alcohol consumption is to train local
health workers, improve funding for mental health
services, and create support networks (WHO, 2018).
Limitations and Future Research: It is
important to recognize the study's limitations even
if it offers insightful information on how tradition
and modernity interact to shape alcohol
consumption. Because the study was qualitative and
ethnographic, its conclusions are contextually
specific and might not apply to all Indian rural
environments. Furthermore, even though our
computer-assisted thematic analysis yielded solid
findings, quantitative surveys might be used in
future studies to evaluate the frequency and
seriousness of alcohol abuse on a broader scale.
Future research could potentially delve deeper
into the gendered aspects of alcohol use. Given that
the focus groups revealed notable differences in the
socially acceptable ways that alcohol use is
influenced by gender, a more thorough examination
of the cultural and economic factors influencing
these variations would be helpful. Additionally,
long-term studies that monitor how consumption
habits evolve over time may shed light on how
modernization affects rural communities' social
structures and public health in the long run.
Conclusions: This ethnographic study of rural
villages in West Bengal's Sundarbans region
highlights the intricacy of alcohol consumption
patterns in a sociocultural environment that is
changing quickly. Although traditional alcohol use
has always been a part of ritual and communal life,
contemporary influences are starting to change
behavioural patterns by more closely combining
harmful consumption with culturally acceptable
actions. These trends' duality calls for context-
specific and culturally responsive public health
interventions. Techniques that honor regional
customs while tackling the growing dangers of
binge drinking have the potential to lessen the
potentially negative impacts on family and
community life.
This study's careful ethnographic investigation
contradicts accepted Western clinical conceptions
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THE SOCIOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCES OF INDO-PAK CONFLICTS: A

REVIEW OF EFFECTS ON THE CIVILIANS
Dr. Abhay R. Shende, Associate Professor, Kumbhalkar Social Work Evening College, Nagpur.

Abstract: This paper examines the multifaceted sociological consequences of the recurring conflicts
between India and Pakistan on civilian populations. Drawing upon existing literature, it reviews the
profound and often long-lasting effects of these conflicts, including displacement, trauma, social
fragmentation, economic hardship, and the disruption of social institutions. The analysis explores how
these conflicts exacerbate existing social inequalities, impact intergroup relations, and shape collective
identities on both sides of the border.

The protracted and recurring conflicts between India and Pakistan have had far-reaching
consequences beyond military and political domains, deeply impacting civilian populations on both sides
of the border. This paper examines the sociological consequences of these conflicts, focusing on how
repeated episodes of violence, militarization, and displacement have shaped the social fabric, collective
identity, and daily lives of affected communities. Drawing on existing literature, case studies, and historical
accounts, this review highlights the psychological trauma, loss of livelihood, disruption of education, and
erosion of community cohesion faced by civilians. Special attention is given to vulnerable groups such as
women, children, and displaced populations, who disproportionately bear the brunt of conflict-related
hardships. The analysis also considers how cross-border hostilities have contributed to long-term mistrust,
nationalistic fervor, and intergenerational trauma. This study underscores the need for comprehensive
peacebuilding measures that prioritize the well-being and voices of civilians, advocating for a
sociologically informed approach to conflict resolution in South Asia.

Furthermore, the review considers the differential impacts of conflict on various demographic groups,
highlighting the vulnerabilities of marginalized communities. By synthesizing current research, this paper
aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the human cost of Indo-Pakistani conflicts and
underscore the urgent need for conflict resolution and peacebuilding initiatives focused on civilian well-
being.

Key Words: Indo-Pak conflicts, Sociological impact, Civilian suffering, Displacement, War trauma,
Border communities, Refugee crisis, mental health, Human rights

Introduction: The Indo-Pak conflicts, nations. While much academic attention has been
spanning from the partition of British India in 1947  given to the geopolitical, military, and economic
to present-day skirmishes and political tensions, dimensions of these conflicts, their sociological
have deeply influenced the social fabric of both impact on civilian populations remains an equally
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critical yet underexplored area. War and prolonged
hostility  disrupt  everyday life, displace
communities, strain interethnic relations, and
contribute to psychological trauma and social
fragmentation.

This review aims to explore the wide-ranging
consequences of Indo-Pak conflicts on civilian
societies, particularly focusing on border
populations, refugees, and religious minorities. It
also examines how conflict-induced nationalism,
media narratives, and state policies shape social
identities and inter-group dynamics. Understanding
these consequences is essential for informing peace
building efforts, shaping inclusive narratives, and
supporting affected communities on both sides of
the border.

The sociological consequences of Indo-Pak
conflicts have profound and lasting effects on
civilians, impacting  mental  health,  social
structures, and inter-community relations. These
impacts include psychological distress, increased
suicidal ideation, and trauma that can persist for
generations. Furthermore, conflicts exacerbate
existing social tensions and can lead to
displacement, loss of livelihoods, and disruptions in
daily life.!

Mental Health: Studies show a significant
prevalence of psychological distress, including
symptoms like nervousness, tiredness, and being
easily frightened, among civilians affected by
conflict. Suicidal ideation is also a major concern,
with a significant portion of individuals reporting
thoughts of ending their lives. Trauma can lead to
mental health problems like depression, anxiety,
and PTSD, and these problems can be passed down
through generations.

Social Structures and Inter-community
Relations: Conflicts often disrupt social structures
and exacerbate existing communal
tensions. Displacement and loss of livelihoods can
lead to further instability and resentment.? The
1971 Indo-Pakistani War, for example, led to deep
scars in Pakistan, including a sense of
dismemberment and undermined national self-
confidence.

Long-term Impacts: The psychological and
social impacts of conflict can extend far beyond
the immediate period of violence. Trauma and
mental health issues can persist for years, affecting
individuals and communities long after the
conflict has ended.

Specific Examples: The partition of India and
Pakistan in 1947 led to one of the largest human
migrations ever seen, resulting in significant loss

of life and social disruption. The ongoing conflict
in Kashmir has had a devastating impact on the
local population, leading to widespread mental
health problems and social unrest.

Ongoing Concerns:

Despite efforts to de-escalate tensions and
pursue peace, the two countries continue to face
challenges in resolving their disputes, and the risk
of further conflict remains a significant concern.

Indo-Pakistani conflicts have significant and
diverse sociological consequences for civilians,
including long-term  impacts on  children's
education, increased psychological distress, and
disruptions to daily life. These impacts are felt in
various aspects, such as education, mental health,
and even civil defense preparedness.

Long-Term Impacts on Children: i) Studies
have shown that the Kargil War had a lasting
negative effect on the educational attainment of
children born to families of soldiers.ii) These
effects were observed even ten years after the war,
suggesting that the war-related stress experienced
by military families impacted their children's
education. iii) The research suggests that the impact
was not solely due to economic hardship, but also
potentially due to the psychological stress caused
by the war.?

Psychological Distress and Mental Health:
i) Ongoing conflict in regions like the Indian
Kashmir Valley has been shown to cause significant
psychological distress among civilians. ii) This
distress can manifest in various ways, including
feelings of personal vulnerability and anxiety. iii)
Community mental health programs are seen as a
potential solution to address the mental health
burden caused by conflict and improve the socio-
economic functioning of affected individuals.

Civilian Life and Preparedness: i) Civilian
preparedness during wartime is crucial, as conflicts
can disrupt daily life in various ways. ii) Past
conflicts have led to blackouts, the need for civil
defense measures like safe water management, and
the potential for epidemics. iii) Civil defense
guidelines emphasize the importance of food
inspection and mass inoculations during
emergencies.* ) Civilian drills and preparedness
measures are aimed at helping individuals respond
calmly and effectively during crises.

Reviews:

Militants Kills Over Twenty-Six Tourists
in Kashmir April 22, 2025: The attack in the
Indian-administered Baisaran Valley, a popular
tourist destination, was the deadliest attack the
territory has experienced in decades (Times of
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India). Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
condemned it as a terror attack and cut short a trip
to Saudi Arabia to return to India (NYT). The
"Kashmir Resistance," a lesser-known militant
group in the region, claimed responsibility for the
attack on social media.

India Downgrades Ties With Pakistan
After Terrorist Attack in Kashmir April 23,
2025: India’s foreign secretary, Vikram Misri, said
the attack had “cross-border” links to Pakistan, and
Indian police said they believed Pakistan-based
group Lashkar-e-Taiba was responsible; media
outlets were not immediately able to independently
verify responsibility (NYT; NDTV). New Delhi
announced the closure of the Attari border
checkpoint, which serves as a primary border
crossing between India and Pakistan; India also
announced that it would suspend the Indus Waters
Treaty, which delineated water distribution of the
Indus river system (Reuters).

Pakistan Responds to India‘'s Dowgrading
of Ties April 24, 2025: Pakistan responded with
countermeasures today, calling India’s blame
“frivolous [and] devoid of rationality” Islamabad
will close its airspace for Indian owned or operated
airlines, declare Indian military advisors in Pakistan
persona non grata, suspend bilateral trade and visa-
free travel, and close its side of a border post, the
prime  minister’s  office said (Hindustan
Times) After India announced it would suspend the
Indus Water Treaty, the Pakistani government said
that any attempt to block or divert the flow of water
amounted to "an act of war" (NYT)®

Restrictions on Kashmir Tourism April
29, 2025: India closed around half of the tourist
sites in the portion of Kashmir it administers
following militants’ killing of twenty-SiX tourists
last week, saying that it is carrying out a security
review in the area. Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met with his country’s security chiefs and told
them they could decide how to respond to the
attack.

India and Pakistan Impose Trade Bans
May 4, 2025: India’s foreign trade office
announced on Saturday a ban on imports coming
from or transiting through Pakistan as tensions
continue to heat up following the killings of Hindu
tourists in Kashmir last month (Reuters).

UN Secretary-General Calls for Restraint
Ahead of Security Council Meeting May 5,
2025 - United Nations (UN) Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres emphasized that “a military
solution is no solution” while again condemning the
militant attack on civilians in Kashmir on April 22;

the UN Security Council will convene later today to
discuss India-Pakistan tensions (UN).

India Launches Missiles on Pakistan and
Pakistan-Administered Kashmir May 6, 2025:
The Indian government announced it had launched
"Operation Sindoor," striking nine locations in
Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Jammu and
Kashmir (Reuters). Residents in Muzaffarabad, the
capital of Pakistan-administered Kashmir, reported
hearing jets flying overhead and explosions that
appeared to target a former site of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (NYT). The strike was India's largest air
attack on Pakistan in more than fifty years.

Pakistan Responds to Indian Military
Strike May 7, 2025: A French official confirmed
that Pakistan shot down one of its Rafale fighter
jets, which the Indian Air Force flies, while local
sources in Kashmir identified debris from three
downed fighter jets; Pakistan had claimed earlier
that its forces shot down five Indian fighter jets,
which New Delhi has not confirmed (CNN).
Pakistani forces also carried out shelling across the
line that divides Kashmir (Economist).

Methodology: This study employs a
Quialitative Research Methodology to explore and
analyze the sociological consequences of the Indo-
Pak conflicts on civilian populations. The approach
is primarily Descriptive and Analytical, relying on
secondary data sources to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the civilian experiences during
and after conflicts between India and Pakistan.®
Data Collection: The research utilizes secondary
sources, including: i) Scholarly articles and books
on Indo-Pak relations and conflict studies. ii)
Reports from human rights organizations (e.g.,
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch). iii)
Government and NGO reports. iv) News media
archives.

Limitations of the study: i) The study is
limited by its reliance on secondary data, which
may reflect certain biases or limitations in scope. ii)
Access to recent or classified government data
remains restricted. iii) Variations in reporting and
documentation across different regions may affect
the consistency of findings.’

Conclusion: The Indo-Pak conflicts have had
profound and enduring sociological consequences
for civilian populations on both sides of the border.
Beyond the immediate loss of lives and property,
these conflicts have disrupted social structures,
fueled displacement, and intensified communal
tensions. The repeated cycles of violence have
instilled a pervasive sense of insecurity, led to
psychological trauma, and strained inter-
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community relations. Moreover, militarization of
border regions has hindered socio-economic
development and created generations of civilians
who grow up in environments shaped by fear and
hostility. Importantly, media narratives and
nationalist rhetoric often deepen divides, impeding
efforts at reconciliation and peace building.

The recurring conflicts between India and
Pakistan have inflicted profound and multifaceted
sociological consequences on civilian populations
on both sides of the border. These conflicts,
stemming from historical grievances, territorial
disputes, and political tensions, have consistently
disrupted the social fabric, leading to widespread
displacement, loss of life, and a pervasive climate
of fear and insecurity.

Furthermore, the economic disruptions caused
by conflict, including trade restrictions and
instability, have disproportionately affected the
livelihoods and well-being of ordinary citizens.

Addressing the deep-rooted sociological
consequences necessitates a holistic approach that
goes beyond political and military solutions. It
requires sustained efforts in peacebuilding,
promoting cross-border dialogue and
understanding, and investing in community-level
initiatives that foster resilience and social cohesion.
Ultimately, a lasting resolution to the conflicts and
the mitigation of their detrimental effects on
civilians hinge on building trust, fostering empathy,
and prioritizing the human cost of protracted
animosity.
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Abstract: India’s pursuit of sustainable development is intricately linked to its ability to address
climate change, which poses existential threats to its economy, ecosystems, and population. This paper
examines the intersection of India’s developmental aspirations and climate resilience, focusing on systemic
challenges such as resource depletion, urbanization, and energy transitions. It also highlights opportunities
in renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and policy innovation. By analyzing case studies and policy
frameworks, the study argues that India can achieve equitable growth while mitigating climate risks
through integrated strategies. The paper concludes with recommendations for strengthening governance,
enhancing green financing, and fostering community-led adaptation.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Climate Change, Renewable Energy, Policy Framework.

Introduction:  Sustainable development,
defined as "meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs" (Brundtland Report, 1987),
is a pressing priority for India. As the world’s most
populous nation and a rapidly growing economy,
India faces the dual challenge of lifting millions out
of poverty while reducing its environmental
footprint. Climate change exacerbates these
challenges through rising temperatures, erratic
monsoons, and extreme weather events. This paper
explores how India can reconcile its developmental
goals with climate action, emphasizing the need for
innovative solutions that balance economic growth,
social equity, and ecological sustainability.

Objectives: 1) To analyze the impacts of
climate change on India’s sustainable development
trajectory. 2) To identify systemic challenges in
energy, agriculture, and urbanization. 3) To
evaluate opportunities in renewable energy, policy
frameworks, and community resilience. 4) To
propose actionable strategies for integrating climate
resilience into India’s development paradigm.

Hypothesis: India can achieve sustainable
development in the context of climate change by
leveraging its renewable energy potential,
reforming policy frameworks, and empowering
marginalized communities, provided there is
coordinated action across governmental, private,
and civil society sectors.

Importance of the Subject: 1) Global
Relevance: India’s success or failure in balancing
development and sustainability will significantly
impact global climate goals, given its population
size and emissions trajectory. 2) Economic
Stability: Climate-induced risks threaten key
sectors like agriculture, which employs 45% of
India’s workforce (NITI Aayog, 2023). 3) Social
Equity: Vulnerable groups, including small farmers

and coastal communities, face disproportionate
risks, necessitating inclusive policies. 4)
Environmental Security: India hosts 8% of global

biodiversity but faces severe threats from
deforestation, pollution, and water scarcity.
Climate Change and Sustainable

Development: Challenges:

1. Environmental Degradation:

Air Pollution: 14 of the world’s 20 most
polluted cities are in India (IQAir, 2023), costing
1.4% of GDP annually in health impacts.

Water Scarcity: Over 60% of India’s districts
face groundwater depletion, affecting 600 million
people (CGWB, 2022).

2. Energy Transition Barriers:

Coal Dependency: Coal accounts for 55% of
India’s energy mix, hindering its pledge to achieve
net-zero emissions by 2070.

Financial Constraints: Limited access to
green financing slows renewable adoption, despite
falling solar costs (%2.5/kWh in 2023).

3. Agricultural Vulnerabilities: Erratic
monsoons and soil degradation threaten food
security. The 2023 heatwave reduced wheat yields
by 15%, triggering export bans.

4. Urbanization Pressures: Cities contribute
70% of India’s GDP but face climate risks like
flooding (e.g., Chennai 2023 floods) and heat
islands.

Opportunities
Development:

1. Renewable Energy Leadership:

Solar Power: India ranks 4th globally in solar
capacity (70 GW in 2023), targeting 500 GW by
2030.

Green Hydrogen Mission: A $2.3 billion
investment aims to position India as a global green
hydrogen hub.

2. Sustainable Agriculture Innovations:

for Sustainable
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Zero-Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF):
Andhra Pradesh’s 500,000 farmers practice
chemical-free farming, improving yields by 20%.

Climate-Resilient Crops: Drought-tolerant
millets are being revived under the National Millet
Mission.

3. Urban Resilience Initiatives:

Smart Cities Mission: 100 cities are adopting
IoT-based solutions for waste management and
energy efficiency.

Mumbai Climate Action Plan: Aims for net-
zero emissions by 2050 through mangrove
restoration and public transport upgrades.

Policy Advancements:

National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC): Eight missions target solar energy,
energy efficiency, and sustainable habitats.

SDG Localization: States like Kerala
integrate SDGs into local governance, ensuring
inclusive progress.

Case Studies:

1. International Solar Alliance (ISA): Co-
founded by India, ISA has enabled 9.5 GW of solar
projects across 121 countries, reducing emissions
by 12 million tons annually.

2. Sikkim’s Organic Farming Revolution:
Sikkim became India’s first fully organic state in
2016, boosting farmer incomes by 30% and
attracting eco-tourism.

Recommendations:

1) Strengthen Climate Governance:
Decentralize decision-making to empower local
bodies in implementing adaptation plans.

2) Scale Green Financing: Leverage
international funds like the Green Climate Fund and
issue sovereign green bonds.

3) Promote Agroecology: Subsidize
sustainable practices and create markets for organic
produce.

4) Enhance Urban Resilience: Mandate
climate-risk assessments in city planning and invest
in green infrastructure.

Conclusion:  India’s  journey  toward
sustainable development in the context of climate
change is fraught with challenges but ripe with
opportunities. By prioritizing renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture, and equitable policies, India
can mitigate climate risks while fostering inclusive
growth. Success hinges on collaborative action,
innovative financing, and a commitment to leaving
no community behind. As a emerging global leader,
India’s strategies could offer a blueprint for other
developing nations navigating similar challenges.
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TR e gl arsudt St 7 arfehear &

IATH A AT ATGLT TRRAT AT g1 AT AT
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FATI FAAT 90T % S 9T T SFHIE THe | HTIH
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Ll {iﬁ?ﬂ ATHRFHATIHRTLT BIAT. TSALGATHAL

AT IIT GEIEMET GRT hAlaT &l
GEITITSATA A ATHATHT, SHMB AT
TAHET @G HASA Hqell. ISL-T7alaaT=aT
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F dr fewmETer tfogtes #1F F e

T=AT THTS IZTLF FIATH Hg<d AATT I, 9T
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ATET AT TZAT AT FTel AT J<hT AT o ¢
STTHATET Q<R % o SATT AT LA Fleed ™, SATAT
ThT AT, ATSFATT @A gl 9 T8 7eft 33,

TSI TTIT FUH Tad:o TSI TaudT STHerer 99

A AN T AT ASA" WIS
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TTEA. A0 TAFATAT STIAT HATUAT ATHLTE AT
JaA FLOTEIST ATATgAGT hel. JTA&EA Qrc=aT
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TAET HA? ATAA ATHIT ATETATH FFET 0T ?
JTIEA AT HIH ATE. STl ATTAT IATT Lo T
SIAAT GeATHTSAT T Lgd. degl ?JT‘JT':ﬁ'UT
9 T THLACAT GHTSITA S T =T STefT U Fehdt

AT ATAL BT T MGATAT FHeAT F TIATHT FHT
H AT AT I9TT A TSTATEAT AT AT
AT qIq ATHHAEAT SAS[ART FIAHH AT
TTHTOT FHTST FAHS[A =IAqel qTiel ATHTOT FTHTST
T g AE FBATIAATT FHIqH T FH FHIAT J0TL
BT TAH g, ATHIT FHIS dHF w2 ATHOA
FATT AM? ATHAT THTALATATHET F Fawqa ==1
HATAAT T, TTEHTIT FHTST FOTST ST SLHFT ATCOT
FEITITAT TH Tgaol SITd. 907 AT el A H{as

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 121


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045
. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

e "Wy g faaama e Fao
FEITAT Fdcs STerTZT U ATHIOT FHTST SHae
Fﬂ'@ AT=ATIA RS FoALT ATHIOTTAT 9TTe =ATAT

grszﬁ%r'a-crmﬂwma%wcmﬁ@wé’r
ATTAT FSUHFS F AT HHIT HATAAT STa
ST Tt A&ATT =TT AT &b Stiae Tt
qrfiored o WUrAT A A, ®TA ATHIA
FISTITEA AN SATAATIEAT a1 e,

ATHIT AN €T AAT qHSTd
FBTHT TAAT FHTST AFTEAT FTedeAT hT, AT ST
MBI AATT Id T AT S0 T
%%W%WW@&W
AIfor qiedl o A 9Ted AT FIBTIHA T
AT, FBT FEUST T, %mﬁrﬁwgﬁ
aef=aT FEIA Tied =l WU B e
TEHEd A =9 FS A, Hﬁ?gﬁswﬁ

B ATOT Wbt ATHE 3T SHFII ATASH ATH
& AT R7d. TT=IE FTTIEA TRET o
T g Tval 9Te] ATRqeaTa Agd. STIF FiebTd
ATTOT HEATATS AL A TEqCATd g, AT e
FfereaT ATH ereT Arcfteft AT AT AT
TS ATAT AT AT AL, AT AL SATTO7 JTHTOT
qHTST IT Zeal AHIHEY FIET & Y& 97
BT ¢ IS e

TTHIOT FHTSTAT FETAGET: TTHT FHTST=T
=T 0 AHAMT 2T TAEAT 5 Hg<aTaT 3.
FT HERA T T HEwa T FTACET TS T i
FTAEAT FAER #ar I=d. AfgF  AgIas
AT MTF FHA, FUA HIS Fod [q0
ATTTF ATg. TATATEHA S (AT Hgeard T4 T
BTl TZUIST UTHTOT HHTS THAAAT AT AT
e AT@T Tg ad ATEL. A JTHIT FHISTT

TSI Taaar e aa<h aeft Fer St

TEAT™ F% §S FAT § STAAT . T ATEEAA
FUEH TH AAEAATGT AR ATAAT (.
TTHTOT FEFAT ST AT FTSTITEA FHT Hiad FTEFet
BT, T AT FUT higd TR =AT TATAT AT
THGT Tgaol ol 3L,

T ATEANTSATHES FTE AT% ¢ Hedh Hgwd ™ gld.
T T ITSTAT TFATH 9T AT ot AT, o1
AT AT AT, ATHET T FOTATT 0, &S Fgaol il
ITIET FAeh T Slodrde IHT g odt, for
Tad, ATE, e, d@dT, HedT, Heh, Aqsdd,

T, 97, R, anw, $=7 [ Hie, "qeor, TR

T TSNS I TSI AT FTedT= sdh AT

Fod AHRTAT A3 ANAT g, T THT Fed
TEAT ATHIT HETSE aNeuuTe Sgd e,
TIATT TG AT ATHAT el AT ST,
Fed TLOT AT =T LI AT TETe off T3T I1
TIMGITHE ATH TTHIOT FHTSITT TS AT EERAT
&1 AMBT AT AR, THA g AID AT AT AT
fafay Sa a1 Tea "y Ini qESTE
ERCARNEGRH

JTHIT G STfdeqaed ;. Jior
THTSITA ST SEEAT SATAT TAAT STt T AT
I T=d. TREdT qSAgl dio STfeqcd T8 AT

o o
Al <ld N TTT AT ESAYERN SRS

S R e 1 e S B e B2 s S R T

FATAd FHA FhaT qqFAT @ gHY FHIUT T
FHA L THTTH WA AT AL FUAT TE

GEITITSATT Tl qit STS[Aal ST [SAaedT e,
TAE A=l oot aeft HEpdr arg. AT

ATATENT UHTET GBTAT THTET SATAT ATl AT
T U7 FEA TALAT @IVATAT TR FeAl dogl
TAT BT AT

FH ST o TTH GEFA=aT HgedT il g
FhagaT ot SfrawmaT Faeat Sga= g 9,
3T, TEURT, FEl AT AIET 197 AT Aed. Tl

TSI FEFT AT aTST foredT ATt Tt
TR QTR STAATIET aTes e,

IO FHSHET AT HgrT JHTSeA T
afderr 7y Ra. FEr Jor -9 AR
AT AT STAl. 9q aef AGE q1 94 Mt
qTEA= FAT STl AT AT FTHIST 7=

TET, fRaTt, RIS AT, STerT AT TATE J
AT Faes FT weFdtefi o & 39w e, "I
AT JTHIOT FHSH G FUMAEY 2. AT
AR THOT=T ATq o=t Jaer g Qrarefi= a1e.
et TS M AT U BT ® A=A A
Q=T FNTES T HIBTATHA JTaqe | 3.
HIIROMET 30 =AT ITFE JTHT S{aT

DU S AFITH STOT ATIA @?f 2dh ﬁ
T AT ATHIOT SEATA A TESUET ATbl AT

ATNTHHTSIT TAHT FeTE Tad ATAAT 4G+ AT AT 1.
T ITAT ATAAGIT FHATAT FAARON g et
ANBT ST,

ITHIT WG AT EAT AAdET
TS FATITAT ATAF Hged g, AqHATAT
ST AT FEAT AFLTAFRAT TET IITLUMT ATHS

T ATTHEA, FIAST FH ATATLHE T
fay F9 F 9 =ATT ARET T g IRAIE

Tgad W13 AT gid. HETcHT el Tt arearse
=T 37t gTh AT Ui avray feh I o

R AAd. AT AT HATH ATAITAT gl

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 122


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

FAET G gl OeEt Taamar TRt FTHg
TIIRIT TG I ATATAeAT SITATe. ATHIT AR
ATAT ATATa&A Fgl FgUT TATC AT ALa.
TATST TUiTaed U1 A9 AbE JATdTd.

TTHITT FATSITHES ATH BT THE AT
T TATT T ATAEHIT TSAAT TEar. For
FiaadT gra ATHIT THTST SAFEI=T IAT Mg, qTT
FAAIT T AARLT ATATT TLEIT TLHAT HHT9T gia
FAA. T ATGAA AT ST 999 gId Tgard.
TY FHAZAT g7 TTHIT FHSTET &I AT HEATAT
FANTAL. ATHLT AT AT ATATE AT €I A
T, 999 S reqeedis et ST Tistae
T Tgl Flel qHTST HXEF FIdl., rriwgeeT
AT T YaB qAHAT AT AT TEEAT TS AT
AT,

YTHIT  GHIST=AT  Feaeqaed T a  Srdv
eI AT Feeret: I FHTSITHET T0TET
A g FAANT T 23T ad. HERIIH qehall 9

ANTREAT FIEfah ATt AT qar qetl=at
SHTAT 9 AN 3Te.

THE ATAT=AT HETIET AT SR{ahTeT
aea grEEreft W™ annd AT
AT TRTS TS 1= @7 HFaararar &9,
AFAAEEl g8/ ARF AT 98 F T S
THTAAHAT STTAFRTT I3 T4 JIFF STI0T THI AR
g a<a Giaem= faer. a7 dfaerf=s am@e g
STH=EEAT T8 ATAT ATAT JE /T HiALTHAT
ITTET TOTTSAT ATATAOT=AT ATTHTH T{0rq ATSTI=
LA ATAATEIAT ATAATT AT A TATA TS
T AT AT, TTIA SATAT HATEAT TBHE g3
SITfAaTe TIel IUFT G0 F& ANTAT AT, TA®
ST AT HTIEY aTed Jaedr= = fag anrer
ATy, ATST=AT (AT TR T WHedgt Saarg
EIRTAAAT (GG AAT e, T STt GHGI, &HA
[( ATeA HA ATed g AT (@ aread g,

THTAY: JTHOT 99T g7 9T 99T

T HgA AATEl SEUHEE Bld AHd. AT
AT AATAT A Iq q9dl T AIHISE
A Edd Fgdnit Sitad = i grd. aggsiad
ITHIT IRETS Agare dfeear g, ATHIr

FAEIAT FHT HEH Ag ST TrHedT At arfor
dafte  aramEomar 9T sEar. gt arHor
TN A THRHEefy Jarea™ 9 S9o9
ATaEee TEATOT FLard. AT AT FHTSTT

ANTHET gH Tha Aavea™ ggraam™ Heoar.
TTHITT HHISTHET AT AEG! TEd. IR

ATRHEAHT FAAT TgL=AT qAAd HHT T&d. AT
THTT FATSATATA HERAT T AT ATRTEAS

A= F@A=EET RET 0T FH Fod FAaedd 9
ST Teaedd qrgraamH e,

AT T AL Fod HaedT o
ST reraEdie srs=at fa=rm Rad= = wre=
fOems g, UTHIT SRSEAT fEd SFEEd
AT qulgwﬁwwqﬁﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁﬂ—a@
ARTERET ST (A SRt S T readiar

AN TS AR 2. @9 Fgd 5o a8

ST Hg<d ATT ATheAT GG ad. ATHIOT THTS

SHAATEA BV & ATHIOT ATEqEATIH |1 g IO
TTHIOT THTSITHAT FeqaedT @ AT 17 aedT .

LEE DR

¢. TTHITT TR &7 STfor e -57. 5w I75T
2. AT FIATIE GTHIOT GTfecd F@&T Jfor 97er
3. WIRAT TTHIT THISTITA -T. 377 975

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 123


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045
st faee : srgfas sramaais T i qmfees qwer
7. FGAT T, 3, 41 @z (@2l wids, arrge

HIRT9T: TeqT TE1ATITT SATT7F FIBTAT THTATT [FHTT FIT STTAAT Figla® [age7 I7 Taed=
TRIETOTeHF [FFFT F4T e, g7 1 [ATe TraTfas T F1213% ATaaaemaed FraeqT 7Raq geffad. ar
TRATITHE THTTTT TF Td17 THET [FHTT ZI0ITHT FIF 33 g TH [7a9/777 Id. §T 1T [Faer araias
T ARIRF ATEIRTHS TIT THTATTATT FH1 AT89F SHTHD FI2IaF [d9277=9T FIEAT THTITTT
TFTI 2TFHAL. FI2Ia% @927 IT [FUI1aT GUre FXaraT [@fFe aregias rfor s gRivydiT
FSITSAT AT ST THEITAT STHTT FAT 515 AT GIHTF A9 Fa<aiia F2ara] Hleias
faee FAT TR #3aT 47 ITE1 ATHIT F151 T2 STEITITVITT AT . THTT TGITHIAT THIT 3T Figla®
[A52TT=1 F1 T FTTIITTAT ATEVITT ST, FI21a% 89T TIRUTH [FF27T07F Jgwii1Fe 957 rar 741
IGTIFAT IT 9T [AFEITHTET FIOITT ST, TAH FIglad [a9e77+ &7, T&vl, TR , FT T

SYTIIISTAT TE0ITT ST,

& 93 Fi21a% 1352, [5a7 , TRadT, THITISTT, T, [F71919, TUTT TIRITH Fg, THHT

CIGIEES/ED

TEATEAT: ARG q9Tera fewaefe <o
RBUA Mo@dl Sar. q9ar=ar  Fwe g
THATSTAT AT=T FaE FvaEet ses aHeEr
AR I ARG g I7 qEEHe ATl
fEemaT=aT Ihaa weYe i gia oy, A
T ST STHTOTTT FrehTer sTofera grar < 9o

=T AEwE ge OFAT ATal wgﬁ%ﬁw

THSET 390 AETF e, AT Fedld Flal A
FTEl THIG AAHE Sdarad Tod® S -J&ur=r
o= qrEET el Merd s aeaTe TEa
el ATHS "IHE AT qell Meod AqHargy
T Hag T grard . arera: &1 T
[EUTAT TN FET ANl arfor T

Wﬂwmﬁﬁmﬁm.@

ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁw T FTEFFTT ATA. IO AT
AT THET SSIARIAd FIH e, T

aHeds Ao AT & AT AT FHedT

e AT FIOATET TF LT ITCETAT A9 a%
AT FTLOTAT WTTh=aT RO Fea forees

2T AT . AT [AEEATHEr FLaT=AT A T Faed

TUSTHAR. AT et foga Id. e o
HIHIIF\;I"h dHEY| ‘Hl(dhlq HHIS[AT Hidged anled
Ay, ITAT TROMH qRar=ar FRmmET qer
STHTOMT &g I,

T qHET TSl gHTSTHeT AT
2o ereft TRt it SATHe HHTSITT Flal D
Mg for de [FHiw g 7 @ aRfEdies
I AT T AEAEF A, AYAAFT T
FTTERTHTOT=AT AT Frg i fearere & ush qaen
TEUA IHT L. THTSITA BIVTT=AT |THTIST, AT,
AeAfOrF  FEATHS T GIOTAT AT SAror
afa'cm'rﬂﬁﬂsﬁ TEUET JA<heh A Foae
5|'|_°|' IHCOIC'II ‘1{@ a4 BRISIG)

AT FU TATATE AHAT.

HATEATAT Seel:  ¢) Fedr=aT A
TRATATTS STaATHRT F. R) Ficfah e
FLOMET 9TeT 9. 3) FEfad fEedE U™
TISHT A, ) Aty suteis saeradia gear=a0
THEITAT LTTeT BT,

SRIPE R -G I 1 P VIR E P
Fel HEAUATAT ST FqAT AAT, TeTAeaLd
TATETET e ST, T 2T GRAATHT T5a
ATILUATT SATCAT. THH AIHF T AGTZIE T2 HFead
FAT .

RIERES ?) FeaTd éﬁgwiwl EIREY

oo o
IQHW('II SINERCESNIRSER I F’“, datd HIHITSIh
A, FEdad A * Higfa® faHged * aredn

o .
THEIAT AT FHTSTAT T qiE 2T AT

HFEaAaT Ted [AFedrar FRUd 33d e, )
WWWHM% qIqeedT ST

311%’ AT FTITE Fiegtas faeT ga 311% 3)

qe . AT AT q9IF qFT dq9eqT =i

FAT T AT AR AT, ARTAT ST ATE TS

qTEaTiE AT Jj\vﬁl"’ﬂl AL

frereaTaT grar. X)aﬁﬁ'@ﬁaﬁwmﬁ

Fitad Hag YO ATITAT FAHRIAT FoaaqTe]
AFT 0T Head] THFT Fsradrd. AT

FIeTad Hae 99 qEEATAST I i o Saquf

FTLOST e,
Fiefae e o 7 Taey: g qEe
Fed g AATATIE [T ATETH HqASTA AT,

TS AT, AIEEd TqET |l -EY I

HTHATAT ATHTISI IO SHaUATETST Fed Tgear=]

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 124


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

qIHFT F9Tad TEd. FeaTAT AAE TR
Fifasd TYAHLT ga AEeedT  Racidv e

MRF T S TR A T
ot [AuTor gra g, agdiaeor, sy,
FTEERIHOTHeS ATHAT=AT Saq9ea aiady gia
Ag. UHAT, TEHRMATAT WTEAT, ANTHAT ATEAT,
WWQTWWWWWW&%.
FEATSAT, AHTCHE, T-Te =7 Haerimes, fHare
TEAT T A GagT=aT qedTHed 5 Flel aradad
AT FoTd Fa Ag ATHS Fefad qura
ATEIH Fod fAaewcia gramT faad g, sy
Traey &, q@ur, 93 TAEi=ar Jtgawe 9
TEHET ATAAT TRAAHATAT FILT T Fear=am
FE ATATHS TAATHS Fed [Aehald gid e,
TEHRTITAT AT Th GAGTHl ST Hged HHT gid g
AT TeaTd qad quiar=t qrfeerdt =aio gra
L. FeaTHed AT foraedTHs Tl AT
W&ﬁ%@wwﬁmgﬁaﬁa
AT AE-Aearder AT Aeedr aumEe
a1 Fiefas faeed g sHar. @E—m—cﬁ?vr
qaeaqed HdH T q ATed T, ﬁ'chm chmq 'EQWIQI
AEAT qY FOT TFUSA Filad fGHed gL
R, aTifE drer ¥, i, Tee

Ll anN

TCATET FATHEY FIE (e Taeed ATelol (aed Id.

TET AT ARG U JdqTa A0 JAqiaarg
FIOATH TICATd aiard q&= f=eer=ar aredn
TATATHS JH{AETE FAT SATAl. el faa|ma o
ATFYT WY ATAT @ TqATE 3G IqT Arfor =
AT TAHT ATAATT HHT0T AT 8 I
FTEaTd qUTETH ATy Al geA #EEw
fErereaTe Freofia a3

2) ROt v Fa@ @ e aE
JEITIOT FEUATHTST T 1-Te =T T AT ATET 07
AT ATg. SATIST TAATATT THTET faod J=gT
=T g EETHeY EuTAT HeTa}
AT TEd ATal A AT FOMA FgaTd
JUTETH  ATAE0 Tgd =T IR0 Fed
ferreaT=ar Taeara fag aar,

3) Ra aafer@E: Tdl-adt Fi=aradr g
TS T AT [Aehd AThH Fed [aHed T R0
XA AT AT, AICEATE, A AATETS AT=AT
FAATT FTTOT ASA  FeaTd e, STaarara arem
AT g ot Fga Asear= aHar I 9=

I

Q) sfde qurma: Fdar=r st yrft waifeq
FHA qE ATAT TN TA-Telt qTQT-(0ar 7 qof
T=aT HFATaY grar ATeAT FAd I Tt
ICTHTAT FATHT LT ML Tl T ST90T FHTLOTHS

Figfad faaedr=t q&o: ¢) FEardia TadF
=T IREWT uwdAT W fEar. )

N o [N
dlgld eddHed Ushd=l AHIA [addl. 3) ATnild

FeaTd quE foge AqT AT=T GROTH faeredraT
grar

) SEEET IR IO SOHET AT

ATHATHEY Y A@dl. ¥) Feardad IITH AT
FraToT 219, 4 ) FEaT=2T T gearaed afead T

FLUGTAT ATAFTC FHIOTH AATAT? AT I THIT
IATH AT F TATSTT TA-TAT FATEAS FHA qL

TEFA I, &) FEATG AN Sogi=T Il HL0ATH
EEE) FA STATA. \9) HIHTSTG o Fiehids®

STTAT TATAT HTATH T FHSTAT SHTATHTT AT
T THIE I AT, AT ATHTTR TaoAdT oA Tqd
FEATHET TOATAF THfET = 219 e, =-
W_QT IZIEEELIRD arggrwﬂfr STt

AT STl AN FOTEEATd a1 h
Aa9e AT g3 ahdl. IT3de Tol 9L qaax
ATTIF ToT AT A AATAS! (A=A FaaeT
BIee AT TH-THET HAWE BI3d AT=AT qUITa

3) AT TRGT T IF: A TAH TS
THT-TelT AT FrATd AT AT TESTT= T TGt
T 9 AT AT FaTd ety arear
TG B T AT ST e Teishge hefl SIar

FIEfAH TATTRTAT I ITSVATETST U gEATAT
ST ¥ ST Aqg. H=A=AT FTEAT TRl
e [A=amay FgEs T aeq g, J=0
TN FeaT=AT fAHeATaw 21q e,

Fea e s Fr:

9) I farg: =afmTa w=EET T wErEda,

qogT TAl-Te =47 Haemd She Ad Jahr=ar
FAELT AT A<= I« d8 ATCATHD
FEATd AT FoT AT FHLATAT ASAS TATT T ATHD
FIEa® T dTEgd T Fed [areedTd HIonsa
Tl

) ot = T =Y <ot afr g 71 watfaa

o N o
HTHTISTh UTHT D 49U ATAAT dael dTHIICY]

TSI T ST FTHTTOT IR I T=q Il
T A 91 A Wereear  stgsmr=an

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 125


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

FBTIT AT FATRT ATHRS=AT FIEL AT AT
=T YIAET I IR AR F AT
AT qUmE AT Zrar. =T TR figEd

ST ST Y9d 9ad ATl 9l JHadare,

reAforsR T FHT FIA. HATT THSTUTHT AT
forfeTae: ararEoT=T ATvfiE ST AR AT
ATSATAN SATCHIA AT FHT Frad Tof 3T F=a1d.,
aﬁﬁa?a’ra'ﬂaﬁﬁﬂ%%qa?ﬁmwﬁw
Figfas e I ST )
WWWJWWWH‘(W
e gra ATEl. ) TRUHr SIS [EITeTT
AT FEaAtaor draedd g, 3) BT swuer
TATH T THSTAT TG AT TSI TRl ¥) sefH®

FraestT, Barg, FaEeT F#37 qaE, =
B0 TATET qAT=AT TNHE FeqTqe AT AAF
AT ATed AT (g A,

) URTHEX {A¥; TUAl-TAT Ireel ATHTT
STAeT, %, Ahl ITH HEOTEHRAT ATHITe Saaehia
FHATT. AT A=A HIgiad FHAATAT A0
FHT ST SATd ATHS FeaT=aT I THET AHATLTT
AT g T FiEfee Aeea™ e o3,

) FIATY AL TAT-TA AT TATHLY TLH 3T
A qT ATAT AESiAas! &T  qraem
TATRNTLT TRET (GG Id T8F AT AR
THTITSI B0 HSIT ST ATHS AT TLEA AT
WT@W@EQWH‘I@H%WQWWW

dlg EERCLERILIE r’hl(”ll“;b‘l Y.

<) TR SR FiEtere fareedT e TarsG
WWWW%WW
FATET AHATA.

2) | HeeTd qTaT: TTETaT qTaTorS
Teel FHT gl ThaTd.

Fgfas e qfom: ool qor =
qaeT AT FraTd. AT aETHS Fearsar

FOTT  AAATAT AT IRadd FHor
AFTF g TAT ATATE S[THFHT ITT ST
AIAT FIEfaF FqBIHT Fe BT T 0
SATAITF AEATTAT AT TR AT HL0 AALTH
A AT AOATRE HHT T qTEqET SArqedr
Tl AATaaTiTwe BT T&F I AT9TF TS,
) TH-TAHET AiEgSa=Tr wrEET At wwr
ArA9TT e, <) el qrfer g gEepd
&1 AT qiiesl. ©) e ais 961 7
T S A S -(EAAT ATAT SFeTd 04T
TIA FAT Tl <) Feald TS aTara<or
AU AFAAF A AT TA[-TA =47 HHLTT TeaT
AN feaett Tg gl R) TaTd Ted HarSar=1
AT HATHT H&AT AR Sacl dTigst STorshe
SATIH @ FAT I5. ¢ o) TSN Haearml
=T TOEeT T Arteere faer arfest. ¢ ¢) wfarfera
TTATIO FAGATT e d TeART A1 TATIAT Fieeed
FEAT=AT THEAMET AEEI=T 39T gaarddl
qrfest. ¢3) TA-TA I HedWY  ~ATATAITE
ARG EET QW ﬁﬂﬁw FLOATAT TS
FIAAT AT, ¢ 3) FIEIaF (rTeATAT FILONT q9
TeF A e A T3
FTEl THTUM TRATE AT eA= ! STareor

JEEe =T I e 9299 Iq ATel. el ol
TAWE T a0 TS S{ad Adid F0gTd aqF
TEATHLT UHA S SO0 FH[ BId T AT
TRUTH  FeFRer=aT ®IHed HHIX Iql. Fed
e o sfor werwesa @wIe g[
. Siegl Tl o Tall HY qIgd WA ST gl
STAT TN Fged ATd ¥ wraefie Tear gt
e T U ZEATAT AgHTETST AT FE0l Fgurs]
HEERIE ZT. TLATTHES FHTATSATGT Tl T Tl T

FOT AELTH A, %) Feardidl qaedivey qara
FTEA. 4) Fietad araT HF=0r o, ¢ %)
THEATIL IUTT ASAT Foed HHT @H HL0IT
HIATT FeaTd ol Gaeaaad 941 FHT.,
fAepd: ) FEfaF e g v 19w awe
qe. ) Fed AHeAS Feardia aEear =ar
AqTATEE Tfor oes sEeaTeT gl 9Ig=d. 3)
Fea faHed @Mt §a18 ATer aHIeeETH
AALTFHAT e, ¥) FIE T THRHT

T 90T TS IR T HEERIETT AT THTI IS
BISdel o ATIH I3, 9Thd ATal. TeEhETHs Ah
ATATHER AT GFAAT AT, AN gOIT AT TR

. TS
Fod aded (@ STS qFhd. 4) Teardia qgar
T E9, T F TS I AT fed
ferereaT=r ywTor T g €) ATdEEGTT GO

TR FHTAST  gld ATgl. Heehlemdy  sa<hl
FTEATI 1% AFhdl. FeEheHd HATT STl
AT I ATal. FAT THL FIgiad [AHeAT s

AT Fed [raed™ aT a9ar. ) Feardid
[EEESEACARIGICIR IR ISR IE RIS I I EERED
qE STH H Feardia qIeAHed Harg aredu

Jfreh, ATHRTAF o ATHTSE AT g ARTar.

T e 207 iy ATATF THETaY e

Fed FO. <) FEfaw AeEeames Fearda g

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 126


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'@rﬂﬁﬁ?‘rwld STATd. o) FeaT ATedT
AT STEaAT=T AT g Sadd aHTsT=
qfeded g drodd Feard Afeqeara qur e
T AL Feard faeed e a7 IR a8
T FO AT g e g 77 AT A
T O AATF AR, 2 ¢) AT AHETES
BT FeaTd AT A AAYTF TS,

gesfar

¢ WIAIT TS THEIT . T 3 @

?. GIETITF G837 2 7. AT %, TeTH7

3. WIRATdIT AT S THET ¢ 9T, . . d1e

¥. HIZAT GAAFTT . TT. THTAT FE7E

4. FTHTIIGTF TIEGT TgdT , JTTE §IT 2000, ST G
TFTIT, AT

§&. WIAIT THIST T<F4T Fr TIEAT  SFTITd J07 7003
of, qTEAT, AT

. https.//unacademy.com

AT Wl AEFTE 90 AT HTH FLOMAT FHATATS AT F,

qTHTISIR T r=AT

IS =T ST Teaa

YT TG TGF, FATEF [T, T T FFEIA] TR AT [FETSS,
qritaef®, Sf. 1. T 9IS, TETITH TS FHSTFE AZTALTTT TTETST, ATTYX.

TEATEAT.AE LT ABABTAT ATST AT FTLTLOT
HEA 3lg. SATAT ATHIOT T AR AT HATATAS
T & Aodd Ag@ll HeIT=aT HTeTATgT
TATAA  FHTSIRTT, FAARROMT T T[S0

FATAAT IR, Tl HEATHT et I o J&r
AT Il AT TS 9MEE T3S THard
TR AT 6T 32T HAT § .
AEHT HEAT TITIF ZI0ITH HTHTSH  TST
SATTOT SATHTEAT FTLOA STATA. STOThEA AT HIHTSH

TR, SINT & F4T AT Aty &= Td 9gF do9o
TRIE < Mg, 0 qaeiaiia afae FEsrt

TIST SATTOT STRTeAT Ul FEUATHTST FIgl SA<hl
SECEREEREY HEEFFQW%EFW ﬁaFﬁTUT

?lg?h‘rﬁ eI, T ?lg?h‘rﬁ T, HTET FICET,

Fed HET TG Fara o fa=ae = T’PEF‘F

iidl‘l‘\‘“‘II RIS ) fildH\{L‘\iﬂ SICERID

WWWWMS@ SERICIRI]
AN Ol o, [EEATT T F TS
TAEAST HEAT AT AT SHFT Foad .
TR TEAT T G307 o HgTY Tgarel qedT
srterfaTETe 9k ATereh! AT ArRTal (=T
AT ITHATEIL AT ATHTEF TLSAT (0T

SATRTEAT U FLOATHIST AT HSHILN qeai= AT

qTerehl AT e fafaer Susww grdr =ama
AT ATHLTET TR (HIA0T Saqrd. FeIT T
FLUATH FLOTHA STOTAT SA<Hl TH= ATHTS S TSI
ATTOT SATRTEAT STHOTAT SA<hl AT TH=AT HATHA
TS FHATd. 99 gEaEr=l A7 9ea7 4%
HTAHT STET T HICATT TTINETST ATRLTEN AR
T ATTATAAT FTgl SAHIAT (Hag aqra AT FHagH

ATATT A AT TR HT et [Fames dee f&ar

HAT ATA FOTHIST FAwehed THA ATAeAT

T GAT: AT NegdTd THIT &7 AN
AN I EEATH IF HIS AT AT, THTT AT
AT THA IATT. THE qTqaias Tgd 0T AT
w7 g atiEgeAT wrEeefiv ow
T SR, WWW@—& %Fm?ﬁ

AT FHAT IT AT FaOrgel ST 4T
FFeaTIa  dtad fraeai qiueg 9
FTHETST TTEUT SATAIAF AT T AT T FHAT AT
ST .

TEHTl TEId FHATATAT Hgadrat qIHaT
Ay, Tl Hedd FHATAMT JarEarid wrd
FA AR, TATT FHATATH TS T A=,

W"IHCIM ?‘r{ﬂl*lﬂ °h|4-|<§| Idt{Sd +o Ul H‘é"hl‘\l
HEIT FISqa® AT HasTEr aRTara. et
HeAT TATT FMET ARG F T9 IS AEHOT THT

HATARET TaTd, STEATAT T FTH, I=9F T
TAT FIdel 9 ATed, FETIHIBIT HIATEN
qEagT ATel. T9F a%  FEATATAT HTATET

ST SATAT ANTATT. HEI= ATEATIT FHTBS A

fRar=ht avqs e e Arfdw, AT 7

FA AN, ATTHE TEE H0, AT TATI S
FIU[, ATel ATE[ AgAT=AT Aed g TIAH Hqa

femEfATIE F9 9ra. FROT AT GET

AT FTHTEGI T Teqa FLoamEmst a1 fFaar=t
qaEe=T F: é) Uq HEIET T 3ed

et Arera. e deam Fam w e
57a T sTEaTa. AT A 9t faefiaehia

ST 5 STI0r 8T 318 TATHRHET qraTorh
T ATIF ST AT T HEL WA Hg AT

HEATAT AWHEHT SRIEH g Sed=l =T

TATEN FaAAST 9 THRHRETST TR

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 127


http://www.sjifactor.com/
https://unacademy.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

Aadigy ATg9 B, 2) ANTHEHET  HEHAT
T F Rl ATEaAT Jiaed FwIO. 3)
AATHEHEA a1 Rashreor = AAITNT &t <07
AT ATV FLOT. %) FATHT SHTLUN F0, o) T
THTH SqTh Fol U, TA =gdT T AT THC=AT
HIeTaTd a&q sd=AT TFEITd ATAT FAHI. €)
qeferd ST o7 9 aEquitre 941 SUasy Fied
TOT. \0) FRAT T T TG THATAT FATOT AT FT0,
<) T TS TATIH FLOT T AT ATTeehra
fhar s ForcaTer B deaaea M Suersy
FON, %) ANTHETSAT HEISAT ST F  HISH
AT FHATATSAT ZAT=aT 38 [T

Taear geor et frawa e =mae #2or. 90)
qaTEerEr e aRadt garoaEir Gy
TSATaET FT LT HIOT. ¢ ¢) TS (Haoar=ar
I TSI JURT IHRIITHAT Fad F0l,

T FEATIT  FHATATAT  SAfed  FTHERST
STAEATIA g FHATATAT SATCATIATAT AT A
THTIAT  SAGEATAT AT TR AT09T=AT I a1
AT g TIY BId. FHATL AGEITIT e THT
e

I AEIX =47 Hq: 'o<hr=ar zaw fafEy
CIGIE U £ = re e I e b e EA R A R
fe=or enfor Syt FisaTsht Aeehe seom
FEEATIATHT ATET FZUNS] FHATL SAFTEITIH B!

. R e, 9T, At st a=ama:
a7 IuFATET dfaw IREy e =t or
FEAT, AFAEATA, T AT, FTATS qreraar
AEEAT O ABEBT IZATAT FHATATA]
afae ywe=ar  gWET FEAHAT gTATavATETS
JUTAT  AFETOATSAT  (ARTAT  FHET

93) HEIT WS, SATGTE AT ATaS{+Ih HeT,
Wﬂ?marmﬂ%ﬁ'{wrmﬁwaﬁaamﬁa?
T AW, ¢3) BT FOEmEdEr wIT HEd
WWWWWWW
. 9Y%) TAEEAET T
Areae, et aEToft, S, s, ST, FqaT ofes
A F qAtad argaiat (=eft SHar adfier,

AT S FZUrard
TLTEATAT SE: ¢) T TLTIT FTehe T
ILY AATT TS FLOATT AseA. 2) IALETATHAN
Jafhe T ATHING U™ AE9dqT o, 3)
IAETATAT ATAF THEA AeTTT A, ¥)
IACRTATAT FTHATHE LT THEATH T e
TRlahed: ) TaEeIHed  HE HIOTAT

TAEEAHT H F TAGEAAT 31T IO FI0ATd
FHATATAT HIATAT FATST AE. SULRE KT ITT
TEUITEET  FAEEN S TS FIOATHIS
o=t Mae wevaTa ATl e,

FE: ) F QU F) SAT AR F) T ol
JO7 T) | T

AEE g1 gaTSefier aToft sg JHTSITdier U
ek FRUA Tdd A<hie M IEed AFard
AT o qUT FLOITHRLAT T AhiaT Wi,
ATAF, ANHE, AEEE AT qF THREAT
TTLATET HATET AT T AhiAT Sa<i=l Had
FU STFTF . TTHLAT AAF A< UHAd
U7 FATEATHT [BATS[Bd  FEO[. TLEILHAT HEhd
Aow aafaor 7 o= FHAESEt w0 JET
AT IEET TTAT TAdFAT TTSAT AT FEA
AT AHAGSATAVT FXOT T AT g,
o RAiT SEreT 9Ted FOATHRar Jeeay
AFTF FTH FLOMLT THAT FZUIST AFTEITIA 2.

A HETEATH SATEATIT g HAEATTATH Hd
AL, W HHEIT AT FE ITHATAL
ey gadar 7 AfEy TS F1 Fomr=T
AqcTa@Telt Iqr. AT HETEATAT SaEATIATd
AT AR Ao F8q  are Foamarer
ATFLTF STEOTAT (AT AT (o ATEATIH el AT

FHATATIL FTHTAT qTOT HISAT THATOMT T2, )
TAEEIHLT  FH  FAT FAAUTAT  FHATATAT
ATASTRIA A SIqar ared.
AT e AT wefer Ay ST a9
HET T FIOME FHATN g FALAAATH 9 2.
ATl F. ¢ TAEEATLT FIH FLOTAT FHATATIL

FTHTHAT ATT IO IOTAT & Iar
A5 e FTEATIRATIRET THTOT
9 TRemrar Tk TLraT quTEor 4 %0
3 AT et AR AT T R 0
3 STEQ hTH R'Y o
¥ HATAR AT HIHTAT AT ¢ Qo
Y 333;3 I REASLIES Q Ro
W Qo o0

T TFAT a7 Aoy [y i, Jata
SITET Yo 23 ST HIHTET AT g1 HISAT
SR f&& 7 4T,

AR . 3 TAHEAHET FTH Fd ST0TAT

FHATATAT HIACTRTATT HIOTAT ST IEAAT AT
A IEERU ATLATIATIAHEST THTT

¢ HHTIEAT FETY a‘ 3ﬁ7‘ﬁ' Qo
R T FHT 20

¢
2
3 wiaey fate [t amer R e
4 ﬂﬁmﬂw‘wﬁ'rrgi%ra'rﬂ'@ % %o

2o Qo0
aﬁvwﬁwaﬁﬁa&ﬁwﬁ%aﬁ T
90 SOLETATIHT o TF ITLETATAT FTHTIEA

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 128


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

Frew=T Ot aed. 9T 3 w|ue 3o Tg
SALETATAT IR HHT 37 3G I T2 2 FgOT 2o
T I wiaeT [Hatg [eft argr a¥ ¥ =gt
%o T ITLATHET WIACHRTAT FHIVIATET qlaeT

Fier Areofaes smr Ao fAear &,
SALETATAT ATASTHTA FIOTATRT FIALTAT ATH
ATel T THA TALST WY AL T &g+ I,

ol F. 3
ST ST AEATET FHI0TeAT ThTE=aT ASHUT Jard
1.5, FEaor ararRarareFeT THTor

9 o= 9 90
3 AERE 3 ED)
EREIRET 1 Yo
¥ ZdAT 3 3o
WT o Qoo

FIS AU F%d & e[ Iq #1, ugor
9 o ITLETATIT ¢ FZUNST ¢ o & IALATATAT ST
ST STEAET TR AT AqTd. a¢ 3 FgUre
30 T ITLETAMT SHad ST AFAAT AT EF
TSI AATT AT ¥ FZUIS ¥ o T STALRTATAT S
ST STEATET AT ST TATA. TT 2 TS 2o
g IALRTHTHT AT THTCAT TS AT,

Fier greofias o197 [ AT i1, Seda
STET ¥ TEUN Yo 2TF IALETAMIT SEd SHId
AT AT TSV JaTd.

Ao

STFHT qeqIavl; Q) TaEEHEA HH
FCUMTAT FHATATAL FTHTAT 197 HISAT THTOTR
A, AR F. ¢ A AT AATT AT AT

AT . ¢ F&A S FAATT AT T TATT SATET
FTHTIEA Feglal FIEUATAT HIdT, T FHT, yiasy
g Mt 9=, afesaswe fdRr A
ATET, TEUA BT STHIAT TF ST

a1 9 el weqa Ay org Faw
ATEY FT ATAET FHATHTSAT [ARET=AT U
FTel AT T formresly g=faor sraeas areq. ar
TaAT T fUrwErsfy =reersH ¢) e YA
eI FHATAT fohd T T Hesar fhar arr=an
e o W e o 2 e e S A B A )
ToAF: HEAHA ATEAT FHATATEEA A &0
AE 7 ARG FEA AT FHEAE R
STOTEUATHT TS AT, 3) T HEAT FHATATH]
fomT AT Tav gl @ @3 fMeod w3 Jr=t
g amme fhar emear St FrE. %)
Tl TEIq T FOMAT TAh  FHATATH]
TEATT TAHT FTETET. S0 e AT AT Isaer
BIEE. W) HEAT AT FgqT ATAF AT ardier AThe
QITHATH A&7 TATA. &) T TghTl ad HeA ST
g UTTHOT T LT ARG HSIT THTOTT Tg SATior
TS T FHATL TZT AISIT THIUT AT T T
qOUT MEHAT S &A= Far 9@ FH TR, FH
STEd, FIOATgl ATASTHRIAT AT ATal, Fefiat
FTHTAEA FHIEA SITd, AEAARAE Flelgl aeqa

P ATEY &1 Fer TR AT H SrETe A
3 frrer

T g
¢ g S §IT, qrETfaE deotaa ggdi, o7 arsard
TFTIT, AT

STEq T4 qacdT a8 397 Ay Ferar i, 749t
STET <o 2 STALETAT HIHTAT 0T T HISIT
THTOTG f&EF Iqr. a0 99 @A =Jar adid
STFHAT 1 T 3.

3) TAEEIHET HIH FUT SFOTAT FHATITT
TiasTaT I SEferaar ared.

. 5IEi A AT, (£%%7), THATT ATHIT Tl aca S
TG, A7 HIT THTIIT, AT
3. FIYTFT AT, TTHIITF GTET TEAT, 4T T2 TH 9/,

ArTge
Y. HHTH GO9I, TTCATIEF THTINF GRTE, T THET TTTTT
4. g T . FiEs, T dT gg ff wrdier, FEIIE EFIT
FTIT, ST 1960, AETRTY 75T GXFT T 747, g,
&. HETRIZ ITE, TGEFIGT TJZ1FS, GEFHT ALHAT, T,

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 129


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

ATASHL TDIS=AT TRAAATSAT AT ATT ST T: "SAaSHmy
JBID!: TaAd TaTg T Stragre (e Ffverm(
ST ST 7S, AT, FT 7T T, T fAeRT AT,

9T, Y. AREAT FGd g AT AESwr
THABIAT FeATOEw o Afaw:  AfIgE w'W
Tford SARA<aT= &1 STEeAT ST, AT Hidd
AT AT A= TEaHTIHRAT 3TE. STt
ADdD FUIST hdd ALELAT dhlL A, bl
TOTATAT AT A= TOTeiiaed qaas aadT
g ATH TR ®YAY ASEUATET UE
AETaTHl HTALAAT AL, AT HIALAATH FTATT HLIL
TATg AT aMMeg” g UF Hgedrdl dqriad 32
THRTAT ATAT Mg, TATHT TATHE qrf AIISATET
framdie Aias=ar AT, Aiepias Ao a=TT
SHEATTET ST T T AT el g, TrHy
IEEEND R A1 €k B ) ESC O | I LS
ATAATTRFTHET ATHT HgwaTd AN ool T2,
TYT T AARTPT TRUST T FAT TAHET AT
ATAT TGATT Aladdl g, AT=AT ANGATETeA
= fEEm=a it fro=s. 9. 3 uw. B 31 g e
A AT, d [Geed d@Fal Aled. TSN ATIHET
T e e e et arg. Farferer oo et

FTF AT AATSAT HTLAATIA ST, ATCA Fides AT
FeATH faEd.

AASH FADADIA AT T Wﬁ’aﬁ
ITdGET dad ASgd AU gd.  Addai
AT TTABET ATHGAT LA qTA AT T
U "= FTal ATt Affmar smg af
ATARERAT o Jfearaed Tam Ficll. sasHr
Joase  quq  AaEr IiaEr aE el
TATTHATATEATS!, HTUEARETS] F FHTSTT FHAAT
TEATOT FOATST A<l Arore  ereft =t
WWW.WWQ@WW
AHTSTHGATET AME. B AASHT Apacsd a@ad et
g @WWWW@F&%W

ATSHLT ABABAT 3T ATAT The S, AIT
FS T AIATT. T T T A, ST, AT
ATTEHLAT AIRIAAAT T =T AR AT
AT TAT IS A IHLA ATigsid AT &1 el
T {hi=T FHAT ITigor. IT ST siiasail
FBABIT TATA>T, AT, ST 9 ATATSTR A1 AT
A= e " g sidesail qadear=r [&8e

TERTYHT AT [&elT A ST T4 q AT 3T

=T, EIELSIRES ﬂldS*(TWH Ik

BIAT. ST =aT Afeqa=r it sgrar AT
FF IRTIAEAT AdeHe doadid 99 dc

T ST BN, AT SHRTTAT ST AT =T,

AL YA ch‘(”ﬂll'('llél vled _@% _QTJZLC’QI”H ('°||°h|(
g frerongE s et g e
g 9T gid. AT . ATaralgaidl AhTd

AT Fides AAT SMIAT TFaTaaqed Higoe

e
AHISE o FiEhide Jqar=aT Seu=Eia

T TSI Fqra doa TeTT=T FTer g7el.

FTIF ATRIAAVTEETT o TATG A0 FTHTST
FBAB AT T AT TTedl. ATATHTGaT=aT ATHTST

. o o Cc o
ATTHT THISTH AGATO TR AT, HATHTOTH
U TETEST AgHIT AGEHT ABABIHIA HIST
AU e T ST, =T o i sty

qREqaT=aT FERETQT T Foed] ABab ]
AT 9 HOAT=T YA ST, A Fieds AT
T TATHET HAAAT A2,

S, T Fiecs AT=T SATTLT SAEITHLIT SATTOT

ATTHLT ABdD THT (AT ToATIT A TR =]
Ae. THaldl AT FLacbHs S99 9TAT S0
o ZIdT; AT &A1 HIEhiash deaTq qehl SArfor
G AT I I M 1 = B £ B | L2

AT FOTEHT FEITEAT a7 AT AT FATAT

AEEHFUAL ABABIAT G2 T AT qTIST ATal. TH

ATHAAT 3T, =T ATATHATGT ATTSHL AT ABAD AT
FAEIIHEA Hholell FUEAT AT ATl &9 =,
AT FHides AT T TATT A TS ST

dFATT ot ATISAT T8 T faoa. Tard, srwadst
At 0T AHTIAT IS AT F@ABIT THE
gfearar FHT AT g, A7 Ao =T YaTg
ﬁ'@?ﬂﬁ?ﬂw%. <X ATATETRA SATSH AT TEgEI

IATF ZIEFE, STHHIuT, eHETaerdr, THaT,

qTigerell TUTerd AT AT ATSaT AT ATRId.

THIAT, FATAT AT FH1 &f 32 FTH L.
AfeaF SERAETal 7 FRAUATST qHS A=

qEAAT AT, ATERIAF A0 T TAATHD
Wﬁ@@?&wﬁwmm—gﬁﬁﬁw

ATTHLT ABABIHSAAT AT AT FLOATH

TAT AT, AT TREAAET A8 TS ABTS AT AT

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 130


http://www.sjifactor.com/

Volume — 14, Issue — 01, January - June, 2025/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor — 8.045

o oar srem Raam=r Svfta s, steewd
ASASTHAT ATAAT THAIHD I(eTd TSThIA ThT
TAReTivT ZroaT=aT ANTaY e

T Aoy FreEETg 31 Fwadier TEe Tdqt
AAAT SATUE; T B FDas Trgl AT Tl
HaTad. FBABET (LR AdT § & FHIL0T ATHR!
arg. Afem o vt ffew 7 sraEr 9
TS [T 2279 ART. FBABIAT ZIHETTI0TT
AOTUITEATST FTeEqaTs HFE AFAT Fed F3A
AIATH FATATIOIT, HEH AT FTS[AT HTEA SATTH
A=t TS AT et arg. aHardd 6
ffafr #or 3= 3RE deEwd FdwasH, T
T ST 29 g AEwar FET a9L &
Fdes TT FedTo GG Id. I T T FZUrard =,
HATATHLTL AGCHL ABAD TAHT Aged [0 oA TaT
TS TR IAAT 3. 3T ATTSHLT FTHTSTH TSR
TedTS= F HIETEer AT g, Irerdi=T s TF
a1 9@ e ATl Fa:dl 9 FgUE ST
q@TATAA Aqcard T4 & HATAT A8 A7 ATTH
ATTTHLT TSTRIUTHT ATATEA B SATg. IT ABABT

Gﬁ_cl_'ﬂ_('f Hgtdld daol Al T4 H_Glc Hledq L
FATHHT U A (&G Id. g7 Ta1d Hgearar I
IqAF Mg FETEd T ATEEHT AT
AGTHYH HTEAAT AT, B FAATATT FAT0rad. T
T BT ATTTHLN F ATTTHUTL a1 fafae 9,
FaAd TATE AT AT ATGI=AT aTad A
o=t a;éﬁ o= AT ST e,

T WA AESFUE ABABHAT AT
ATAAHAT =g E=i=T oo aaefe aam

F qHTSETgT g gumarst At RearasdE
AT, TV ATHTISTR TSAD AT THI= T FEH
AT < Aqd. el S8 a@ =ar1
radar qeregar=t Sre o FHadarqe g W
ATTHFUTL AASH ABABAT Thohd= T IH
FE TR FXOATAT TEGT JATAT I A IT=
TR &g o YROmerl e, Wew F
THATTST THTSIT=AT AT TS 37917 SRy
ATEHT AoddHl Had AE@eTHhar Ay, qAT
FTFE QUL ITAA FATAT ST qE ATAAT T
STTOTEreAT oY FZUTST T, AT Fides Tl At

HIT A 3 ATA Ao IHT A2d. FTH Hedls
THFHA = G970 TEqaaaed 1o oy .

ABABIT HTH FLATAT SATAT T AT HATRA (o, AT
T ST AT FTHRATAT & o AW Hed AT,

TEq GATH HUTEHT qEET @id aradiy
TIEITH g g A STHIU TS AR,

TEQT HATTSd FATT ABABISAT AT THIT
32 Afay == ﬁ'@’tichlvlcl%i@ralad fEreroar
g A HEIETAA el qapdaidia ATdsas
faameai ferfeed srea. @meT Sl'l'ﬂ'@ﬁ el
STHTE ATIHTY, AT, THTLT AT, AT 61\{1,'1 ST,
=t MM &, AT ATFRL TAFATS, Sf. AAa
dJeqas, =f. TS, SREe, = 9SS, =5
S #TE, ©f. 9. UH. Fige, = %’rw T,
ASAFHTT Fidew, AT, w4 [, =t TTE
TTHT FHTALT 311% 7 99 ATFAL Havluchldl ST
AAEATHF  ERMATT  Fopas=l  dgitds
AT WA G, ATARA ST AT
ATTTHL=AT Feqadier aT AT STITAT STEAAT
TREdTaTal 9 THATATET AHacs! =T srarHT
ATAHTAT AATT  AEATELS  T2d ATel.  TEd
TATNT  TdH  AGTIT AGESHUTL ABAB AT
AETAT T TAHRHT THATEA TETOATHT grarel gl
dgq "I, "WEsl AT SrdEdl dEed ™ 99
AT ATARETST o THSIT T BId. A Hhid
ASABTHAT FIAFATT T AT ATCHITATAT FATAAT
fAATor AT orest. eteft e AT v
THEHRTAT  ARATAA  ATTSHT ABqBTA  Taed

TATE ATTOT 3fTeg T AT #0% = 39 Tgd. sferai=ar

FTATHAT THIBIATA ST AT FTAFATAT AT
g TETaAT 9 AEXIH ATEAT T 599 AL
FEATHET TF AT HLOMT TTeATTH THRSIT
gHew TEUEA AT HEIEAT YT HTHTSE
feree Fom=T e AT T w@na
EIEEREX]

AASHL TBaB!: TTAd TATE AT AT
. AT FiEges (HIT.)

ore% TraTe WaRTed, Fiwaar Riegl HidTdy
I8 3us AT Yoo/ wax

Jnisail tnaot
e sarg anfor o

=, AT FiES

Single Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / 131


http://www.sjifactor.com/

I S SN 2 2% 8= 381 9 8

Published By
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

SETH NARSINGDAS MOR ARTS, COMMERCE &
SMT. GODAVARI DEVI SARAF SCIENCE COLLEGE

TUMSAR, DIST. BHANDARA - 441912.
Email-principalsnmorcollege@rediffmail.com / rjphagat1968@yahoo.co.in
Website - www.snmorcollege.org.in Journal Website: www.journalsnmcsip.org.in

Phone No. - 07183-233300 / 07183-233301 Mobile - 09834988337, 09420359657




