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Chinua Achebe (b. 1930) is an outstanding Nigerian novelist, poet, and
short story writer. His name is known wherever English is spoken. He received
- ®e Common Wealth Prize for poetry in 1972. Some of his novels widely
- ==2d are - Things fall Apart (1958), No Longer at Ease (1960), Arrow of God
(1984), and A Man of the People (19686).

In the present story ‘Marriage is a Private Affair', Achebe describes a

Buching account of human relations. It is a truth ‘universally acknowledged
- ®at human feelings are much more greater and powerful than the narrow
- =onsiderations of caste, creed, religion, colour etc, Okeke severes his
m=dations with his son Nnaemeka for marrying a girl outside their tribe. But
~ When the old man comes to know that his grand children are very eager to
$22 their grandfather, he forgets the past and melts. Isn't blood thicker than
- water!

ad of writing,. What

J ave you written to your dad yet?” asked Nene one afternoon
as she sat with Nnaemeka in her room at 16 Kasanga Street,

'No. I ve been thinking abour it. I think it s better to tell him
{ when I get home on leave!’

‘But why? Your leave is such a long way off yet- six whole weeks,

'i He should be let into our happiness now.’
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Eyes Immortal

Vasupev NIRMAL

pe

INTRODUCTION

Vasudev Nirmal (b. 1936) developed a liking for poetry right
since early childhood. He wrote his first poem and one-act play in
1952 when he was still in school. His contribution to the world of
Sindhi literature is remarkable. Poems, ghazals, stage plays, lyrics,
and monologues—Vasudev Nirmal has attained mastery in these
expressions of art.

In this poem, the poet tries to create an acute awareness and
social obligation towards the problems of our society. Men according
to him should be kind and considerate to the needy. Here the poet
describes some beautiful sights which a blind man cannot see. Thus,
he portrays the need for the donation of eyes.
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Maintaining Democracy

B.R. AMBEDKAR

o

INTRODUCTION . .
Dr B.R. Ambedkar (1891-1956), popularly known as Babasaheb’,
was the father of the Indian Constitution. He nruEm_E.pnm the nm”_mn
of the downtrodden. The Constitution framed by him not only
guarantees human rights and social justice but also safeguards our
hard-earned democracy. In this essay, he suggests several means to
protect and safeguard our democracy.

MAINTAINING DEMOCRACY
If we wish to maintain democracy, not Enﬁm_ﬁ in form, but u.__.womE
fact, what must we do? The first thing in my judgement we must do,

i . rional methods of achieving our social and
is to hold fast to constitution: e ek oo

abandon the method of civil

economic objectives. It means we must
of revolution. It means that we must
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disobedience, non-cooperation and satyagraha. When there was no
way left for constitutional methods of achieving economic and social
objectives, there was a great deal of justification for unconstitutional
methods. These methods are nothing but the Grammar of Anarchy
and the sooner they are abandoned, the better for us.

The second thing we must do is to observe the caution which
John Stuart Mill has given to all who are interested in the maintenance
of democracy namely, not ‘to lay their liberties at the feet of even a
great man, or to trust him with powers which enable him to subvert
their institutions’. There is nothing wrong in being grateful to great
men who have rendered lifelong services to the country. But there
are limits to gratefulness. As has been well said by the Irish patriot
Daniel O’Connell, no man can be grateful at the cost of his honour,
no woman can be grateful at the cost of her chastity and no nation
can be grateful at the cost of its liberty. This caution is far more
necessary in the case of India than in the case of any other country.
For in India, Bhakti or what may be called the path of devotion or
hero-worship plays a part in its politics unequalled in magnitude by
the part it plays in the politics of any other country in the world.
Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation of the soul. But in
politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to
eventual dictatorship.

The third thing we must do is not to be content with mere
political democracy. We must make our political democracy a social
democracy as well. Political democracy cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social democracy. What does social democracy
mean? It means a way of life which recognises liberty, equality and
fraternity as the principles of life. These principles of E.um_.dn equality
and fraternity are not to be treated as separate items in a trinity.
They form a union of trinity in the sense that to divorce one from
the other is to defeat the very purpose of democracy. Liberty cannot
be divorced from equality: equality cannot be divorced from liberty.
Nor can liberty and equality be divorced from fraternity. Without
equality, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over the
many, Equality without liberty would kill individual initiative.
Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural
course of things. It would require a constable to enforce them.




‘The Power of Prayer

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Kalam (1931-2015) was the twelfth
- o from 2002 to 2007 He was born into 2
known as the “missile man
is unparalleled- A recipient
o model. The following
Kalam titled Wings of
his village, his parents,
3 s and how as a young boy, he learnt
o sisters have? ' ., who worked with Abdul Kalam
' preface 10 the book, ‘Many of you may
n, but 1 hope you will enjoy his company
will become your spi jrual friend.”

Tamil family in the island town of
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The Felling of the Banyan Tree

m Dilip Chitre

Dilip Chitre (1938-2008) was a teacher, painter and columnist. He took
up teaching assignments in Ethiopia and the U.S.A. His major works are
in Marathi but he also wrote in English. Travelling in a cage’ happens 10
be his solitary book of English poems. He is a modernist who, in his
works, talks about urban sensibility and cosmopolitan views. An ironic
tone in poetry is his trademark.

The present poem refers 10 the cutting down of the ancient Banyan Tree
in the yard of the poet's ancient home: Roots and branches of the Banyan
tree cover a vast expanse. Itis an uphill task to fell this tree. The Banyan
tree with its ‘rings of two hundred years’ stands for our rich past and
heritage. The felling of the Banyan tree is symbolic of urban man's severing
of ties with his green past and his plunge into the barren life in an urban

landscape.

My father told the tenants to leave

Who lived in the houses surrounding our house on the hill
One by one the structures were demolished

Only our own house remained and the trees

Trees are sacred my grandmother used to say

Felling them is a crime but he massacred them all

The sheoga, the oudumber, the neem were all cut down
But the huge banyan tree stood like a problem

Whose roots lay deeper than all our lives ®
My father ordered it to be removed >
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A River

® A, K. Ramanujan

AK. Ramanujan (1929-1993) was a poet, folklorist, playwright and
cultural historian. Originally from Karnataka, he taught in various American
universities. He composed most of his poems during his stay in the U.S.A.
Though a modernist in style, his poems reveals his Hindu heritage. India
and Indian culture find reflection in his poetry. A.K. Ramanujan was a keen
and curious observer of an object or situation which he effortlessly exhibited
in words.

In A River one finds the poet's fondness for wit and irony, humour and
imagery. Vaigai, the river flows through Madurai. The poem shows two
different facets of the river in two different seasons. In summer, its water-

level falls down considerably. During the rainy season, there is swarming

flood. The poem highlights the inhuman indifference of the poets to the

destruction caused by the averflowing river.

In Madurai,
d city of temples and poets,
who sang of cities and temples,

every summer

a river dries to a trickle
in the sand,

baring the sand-ribs,
straw and women'’s hair
clogging the watergates

at the rusty bars
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The Portrait of a Lady

® Khushwant Singh

Khushwant Singh (1915-2014) was born in Hadali (now in Pakistan).
Before he went to England to study law, he had acquired requisite
qualifications from Government College, Lahore and St. Stephens College,
Delhi. He has to his credit a voluminous contribution pertaining to history
and religion, journalism and literature. His novels include Train to Pakistan’
(1958), ‘I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale' (1961) and ‘Delhi : A Nove!
(1990). He was a journalist of superlative distinction. For many years he
wrote the widely read newspaper column - ‘With Malice Towards One and
All'. He had the proud privilege of being the editor of numerous journals
and newspapers, including The llustrated Weekly of India' and ‘Hindustan
Times'. He also served as a member of the Rajya Sabha from 1980 to
1986.

The Portrait of a Lady is a character-sketch of the narrator’'s grandmother.
One finds ardent affection and soothing serenity in her conduct even in
advanced age and changed location. She was fond of feeding stray dogs
and familiar birds. She established & cordial relationship with them. This -
is amply attested by the mute mourning of the birds at her death.

y grandmother, like everybody's grandmother, was an.

old woman, She had been old and wrinkled for the twenty
years that I had known her. People said that she had once been
young and pretty and had even had a husband, but that was hard to
believe. My grandfather’s portrait hung above the mantelpiece in
the drawing-room. He wore a big rurban and loose-fitting clothes.
His long white beard covered the best part of his chest and he
looked at least a hundred years old. He did not look the sort of
person who would have a wife or children. He looked as if he could
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8yI LABUS OF SOCIOLOGY
B.A. Final Year
Indian Society : Issues and Problems

Objectives of the Paper :

1. To make students acquianted with Indian society, its issues and
problems.

2. To 'make them understand the intriacies of caste, family and
educational system in India and their changing patterns.

3.  Tounder the issues and problems related to tribes and population in
E&m

_ NE_.E. Society, Structure and Inequality :

A. Caste as a structure of inequality.

B. Changes in caste system : factors of change
C." Caste and class in India : Class within caste
D. Caste, reservation and vote bank and politics.

2. Family in Contemporary Indian Society :

A. Disintegration of joint family, its causes and consequences.

B. Intraand Inter generational conflict, Meaning, causes and measures
to check.

C. Dowry, divorce, role and status of women, domestic violence and
problems of elderly.

3. Tribal Issues and Problems in India :

A. Demographic profile of tribals : habitat and distribution of tribal
population.

B. Tribal problems : poverty, illiteracy, indebtedness, alienation, agrarian

“ssues and exploitation.

C. Education, occupation and development among tribals.

D. Social mobility and changes, Hinduization and sanskritization,
formation of tribal states and tribal development, status of women
among tribals.

4. Education and Indian Society :

A. Education in pre-colonial, colonial and modern India.

B. Gender bias in education in India, Obstacles to wormen's education.

C. Constitutional provisions for education Ezcnm SCs, STs and Other
Backward Classes.

D. Privatization of higher education : mertis and demerits.

5. Population and Indian Sotiety :

A. Population growth : Its causes and consequences

Population planning and control, Methods and Strategies
Population and issues related to development and environment
naPopulation education : its social, economic and political dimensions ¢
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_ L. Ecology 33—
Definition, Plant ecology and its divisions, Different fields
of ecology, Plant ecology and other branches of science,
Application of plant ecology.
. —2 The Environment 7—54
Introduction, Main environmental or ecological factors.
A" Climatic factors : Light, Temperature, Precipitation and
atmospheric humidity, Atmosphere and air, Microclimate
or microenvironment.
(if) Soil edaphic factors or soil factors : Soil components
and their effects on vegetation. .
(iir) Physiographic factors
i) Biotic factors : Interaction between plants and local
animals and man, Interactions between plants growing
in a community and plants micro-organisms. o
3. Ecosystem 55—87
Definition, Structure of ecosystem, Components of
ecosystem, Function of ecosystem. Major eco-system,
process with the ecosystem, Energy and its flow in
ecosystem, Biogeochemical cycles, Other Nutrient cycles.
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4. Autecology 88—103
Definition, Ecological life history of species, Population of
Ecology.

S. Ecological Genetics of Population or Gene Ecology 104—109

Definition, Ecotypes : Its characteristics, Formation and origin il
of new ecotypes, Delimitation of ecotypes, Significance of i
ecotypes. s |

6. Synecology or Study of Communities 110—141
Definitions, Classification units of vegetation, Community
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